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Snow-capped mountains overlook the golden
splendour ofthe Badrutt’s Palace, Switzerland.

From Vistara
to you...

S

VISTARA HIGHLIGHTS
We're proud to be among the ‘World's Top 20 Airlines’, as honoured by
the Skytrax World Airline Awards 2022! Vistara won many other awards,
including ‘Best Airline in India & Southern Asia’. Thank you for your trust and
#VistaraLove! It encourages us to keep raising the bar and providing you with
a world-class flying experience!
Stay close to the action always with ‘Live TV’ on our select international
flights. Watch events like the ICC World T20 and FIFA World Cup live. Just
tune in, sit back, relax, and #ExperienceLive, while cruising at 35,000 ft!
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tyle is many things. Classic and
modern. Individual and universal.
Fluid and eternal. No surprise
then that it’s reflected in almost
every aspect of our lives and
surroundings, be it architecture, fashion, food,
destinations, and so much more. In this month’s
Style issue, we pay homage to this artistic
expression by exploring its many creative forms.
We begin our journey of discovery in a city
synonymous with elegance and beauty—Jaipur!
Bask in the many hues of this charming city with
its versatile offerings designed to tempt one and
all. Or head across the seven seas to experience
the glamour of Los Angeles, home to the stars
and a vibrantly electric and stylish vibe sure to
dazzle you. Looking for a memorable vacation
like no other? Don’t miss our feature on some
of the most beautiful palace hotels across the
globe—in Dubai, India, and Switzerland to name
a few—and step into a realm of regal grandeur,
certain to make you feel like a king or queen! The
runway is set for all things fashionable with our
story on the world’s most fashionable avenues—
Champs Élysées, Gran Vía, Rodeo Drive, among
others—packed with designer boutiques, chic
eateries, and a clientele that’s dressed to amaze!
Our Photo Essay takes you on a mesmerising
tour along the coastal route of Northern Ireland.
It's breathtaking natural beauty, castles, and
rope bridges will leave you spellbound. We chat
with the very glamorous social media personality
Diipa Büller-Khosla on her appearance at the
Cannes Film Festival and foray into motherhood.
While renowned photographer Dabboo Ratnani
shares tips to take that perfect picture and his
picks of the most photogenic celebrities. Finally,
we present a curated selection of luxe handbags,
cars, fashion wear, and accessories to help you
make a style statement!
Stay stylish! Stay safe!
- Team Vistara
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Canvas
The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
upgraded its Air Sewa portal which is
accessible through an interactive web
portal and a mobile app.
The new version includes the
following features:
a) Secure sign up and log-in with
social media
b) Chatbot for travellers’ support
c) Improved grievance management,
including social media grievance
d) Real-time flight status and
detailed flight schedule
Air Sewa is available at
www.airsewa.gov.in
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The Last Word

DISCLAIMER:

While this issue might inspire you to travel, we ask that you thoroughly
research the destination and its regulatory pre-requisites, and travel only
if it is safe to do so. Please continue to cooperate with government
advisories for the safety of yourself and your co-travellers.
Pages labelled as ʻAdvertorialʼ and ʻSpecial Featureʼ are promotional articles.
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V I S T A PICTURE PERFECT

V I S TA

PERSPECTIVES ON AWE-INSPIRING LANDSCAPES

Milan

“Milan offers a delighul combination of tradition and
contemporary culture. I lived there for three years and have visited
multiple times a year since. From the best pizzas at Pizzeria Santa
Lucia to an energetic nightlife and eclectic shopping districts, Milan
has it all. Antonia is, without a doubt, my favourite designer store. I
am sure anyone who visits will fall in love with this glamorous city! ”
DHRUV KAPOOR
Fashion designer

Ja co p o ve nt ura / Sh utte rsto c k

Inherently stylish, glamorously artistic.

V I S T A PICTURE PERFECT

SPECIAL FEATURE

INSPIRE LIVING WITH THE
RIGHT CAREER CHOICE

Melbourne
Mesmerising escapes in a multicultural milieu.

“Several factors influence a student’s career path. It only takes one piece of advice to change your life
from a 360-degree perspective. Interests, potential, and scope are three key checkpoints.”

“Melbourne’s food and wine scene is one of the most
refined, diverse, and competitive in the world! The locals
have a great understanding of a good bánh mì, Ethiopian
injera, Italian moadella, or Thai larb. One of my favourite
places to visit is Avani Winery in Mornington Peninsula.
I love their Skin Contact Pinot Gris and spectacular views!”
HELLY RAICHURA
Chef, restaurateur

K ie ra n S to ne / Getty Im a ges ; Ja na L a ng ho rst

1. How can the selection of a stream
impact the learner’s quality of life?
Uncertainty about what to study and which
career path to take leaves youngsters
constantly concerned about their quality of
life. Any form of ignorance is never blissful.
Therefore, it is imperative that every student
seeks self-awareness through career
guidance. A minor decision like stream
selection in Grade 11 can undoubtedly
affect the student’s life outcomes. “The key
to a prosperous future is spending enough
time researching the options available and
choosing the right stream of education. In
addition to helping the student climb the
right steps, the career guidance process
also produces desired results. However,
obtaining the benefits of guidance requires
a lifelong commitment,” says Dr Mohan.
2. When should parents ideally begin
their career-preparation work for
their children?
Some students don’t realise that the
subjects they choose now can impact
their whole life. How do these students
envision their future after they complete
Grade 12? Sometimes, a student who
pursued the science stream in Grade 12
ends up studying arts in the undergraduate
program. As a result, they end up
compromising their choice of subjects
against their interest or passion. With
the wealth of opportunities available for
students to explore, parents and educators

for every step you take in your chosen field.
“Every student strives to reach the same
conclusion. It translates to living a peaceful
and lucrative future. After all, what is life
without passion and interest? Choosing the
right career path is the key to living a happy
and fulfilled life,” shares Dr Mohan.

Dr Manimekalai Mohan
Founder & Managing Trustee, SSVM
Institutions, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

must support and guide students as early
as middle school about their career choice
and the scope of a field that will be in high
demand five or ten years from now. This
needs to be done along with adequate
grounding, aligned with the students’
interest and passion. It is then that students
can find a career path that will help them
reach their desired goals.
3. What can be the wisest career choice
for every learner?
Have you completed your bachelor’s
degree by choice or by chance? Let us
agree that not everyone aspires to become a
doctor or an engineer. There are alternative
pathways available for students who want
to break the conventional chain. Career
guidance can raise your level of confidence

4. How can a career counsellor or any
career fair help?
Educating students about recent career
changes and skill updates is the responsibility
of career counsellors and the goal of career
fairs. Complete knowledge of the subject
will prevent students from making decisions
in a vacuum of information. Sorting through
these prospects can be challenging for a
person. When it comes to exploring career
options, a career counsellor can be a
lifesaver. Hence, career guidance is a onestop solution for all career-related questions.
To build your profile, be sure to seek career
guidance from a qualified expert.
5. Why must students to be aware of
career opportunities across the globe?
Professional awareness begins with
exposure. It’s never a wise idea to rush your
career decisions. Continue to explore and
adopt appropriate global strategies. Your
ideal career or subject may surprise you.
So, what’s holding you back? Don’t hesitate
to seek career advice and make the right
choice. At the end of the day, excitement for
a better tomorrow is what drives us forward
in the long run.

V I S T A PICTURE PERFECT

Varanasi

“Varanasi’s spiritual side entices me every time. It’s the way the city
celebrates the dance of life and death—no wonder it aracts everyone
to its ghats and chaats. I love the heawarming chai and fire-roasted
toast at Laxmi Chai Wala and the iconic malaiyyo —a creamy winter
sweet; I call it the ʻspiritual’ cousin of daulatki chaat (famous winter
desse in Delhi). A trip to Varanasi is incomplete without tasting it.”
RANVEER BRAR
Chef, TV personality, actor

D ec l a n Hi l l m a n/ S hu ttersto c k ; Ra nve e r B ra r

Sacred. Scenic. Soulful.

# T R E N D I N G EVENTS

GLOBAL GLAMOUR
November shines with exciting events in the worlds of art, jewellery, photography, music, and sports.
We’ve collated them for you to ensure you don’t miss out on all the fun!
By AAKRITI JASWANT

PARIS, FRANCE
PARIS PHOTO
10 TO 13 NOVEMBER 2022
Established in 1997, this event is the largest
international fair dedicated to photography. This
year, its 25th edition will be held at the Grand
Palais Éphémère on Champ de Mars. With the
aim of promoting this creative medium and its
participants, Paris Photo will host more than 200
exhibitors—emerging galleries and contemporary
artists—as they showcase historical and modern
masterpieces. The programme will also feature
discussions by curators and critics exploring
future photographic practices. parisphoto.com
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QATAR
FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR 2022TM
20 NOVEMBER ONWARDS
For the first time ever, FIFA brings possibly the
most important event in the world of football,
the World Cup, to Middle Eastern shores!
Starting in the second half of November, this
competition will be held in various Qatari
cities like Doha, Al Wakrah, and Al Khor, with
teams from 32 countries divided into eight
groups. So, bring out those football jerseys,
stock up on snacks, and get ready to support
your favourites in this adrenaline-pumping
mega event! fifa.com

# T R E N D I N G EVENTS

SAKHIR, BAHRAIN
JEWELLERY ARABIA
22 TO 26 NOVEMBER 2022
Considered to be the Middle East’s premier jewellery and watch show, the 30th
edition of this five-day event will take place at the new Exhibition World Bahrain.
The event will play host to some of the world’s most prestigious brands, including
Bulgari, Graff, Hublot, and Mont Blanc. A special ‘Watch Pavilion’ presents regional
and international brands the opportunity to showcase their exceptional timepieces
to discerning buyers, while the ‘Rising Star Pavilion’ will help new jewellery designers
make a shining foray into the industry with their products.
jewelleryarabia.com

TURIN, ITALY
ARTISSIMA
4 TO 6 NOVEMBER 2022
This upscale, renowned contemporary art fair was first organised in Italy in 1994.
Since then, it has become one of the country’s most popular events, as 174 leading
Italian and international galleries showcase exceptional artwork under one roof.
Three additional sections, headed by international curators and museum directors,
add to the experience by focusing on emerging talents, the rediscovery of pioneers
of contemporary art, and the art of drawing on paper. artissima.art
Disclaimer: Please check online for the latest Covid-19 updates pertaining to the event before
visiting or making a booking.
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MUMBAI, INDIA
INTERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL
25 TO 27 NOVEMBER 2022
Sway to the tunes of rhythmic jazz music at this
three-day extravaganza that promises to be a
fun, elegant affair. To be held at the Tata Theatre,
NCPA, the festival will feature a packed line-up
of Grammy-nominated musicians from around
the world. Expect stellar performances as these
maestros enthral with high-quality jazz. From
rousing harmonies by the award-winning Thilo
Wolf Quartet to evocative melodies from his native
Jamaica by acclaimed pianist Monty Alexander, this
is sure to be a soul-stirring event aficionados can’t
afford to miss.
ncpamumbai.com

# T R E N D I N G SOCIAL FEED

WHATʼS UP ON SOCIAL?
Tune into all the Vistara chatter on social media.

TWEET ON POINT

@ilajadhav
@Arjun5garg

@GalibHussain

@jhapashupati

@NiloyAkash

#TAG US IN
@vistara
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@wrmvlogs

GET SOCIAL WITH US
Tag us on social media, add #vistara,
and you may stand a chance to be
featured in the Vistara inflight magazine.
@vistara

Vistara - TATA SIA Airlines Ltd.

@ANKITKRAGRAWAL

# T R E N D I N G BINGE

FLAIR ON FILM
Check out our collection of engagingly inspirational movies, series, and even a podcast,
packed with fashion trends, pop culture insights, exciting thrills, and colourful vibrancy!
By AAKRITI JASWANT

MOVIES GALORE
Dil Dhadakne Do
Romance/Drama I 2H 53M
Starring Anil Kapoor, Priyanka Chopra,
and Ranveer Singh, this Zoya Akhtar film
expresses the flamboyance of India’s upper
class. When the dysfunctional Mehras
invite their relatives and friends on a cruise
to celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary,
a series of dramatic situations, secrets,
and love stories unfold to the tune of
foot-tapping songs, giving viewers an
insight into familial relations in the modern
era. To top it all, Arjun Bhasin’s costumes
add to the vibe of the movie—think fitted
dinner jackets, glitzy dresses, pastel
shades, and breezy vacation outfits.
Watch on: Netflix

James Bond movies have always epitomised
style, and Daniel Craig’s sophisticated portrayal
of the British spy in this movie meets the fashion
brief perfectly. As the MI6 agent chases down
a dangerously powerful adversary, he makes
his mark dressed in exquisitely tailored Tom
Ford suits, N.Peal sweaters, Barton Perreira
sunglasses, leather shoes, and the classic Omega
watch! The very definition of masculine elegance!
Watch on: Amazon Prime Video
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Breakfast at Tiffany’s
Romance/Comedy I 1H 55M

This Oscar-winning film stars the bubbly Audrey
Hepburn as an eccentric socialite who falls in
love with a struggling writer. The movie’s opening
scene is an iconic pop-culture moment: wearing
a Givenchy black dress, a string of pearls, and
sunglasses, Hepburn gazes into a Tiffany & Co.
store. This classic owes its fame partly to costume
designer Edith Head and Hubert de Givenchy’s
feminine aesthetic, which included opulent hairdos.
Watch on: Apple TV+

Moulin Rouge!
Musical/Romance I 2H 7M

Directed by Baz Luhrmann, this jukebox drama
features Nicole Kidman and Ewan McGregor and
tells the love story of a young Englishman who
falls for a cabaret singer. Set in 1900s Paris, it
features dazzling sets, over-the-top costumes,
crystal-embellished dresses, huge top hats,
and the celebrated red gown worn by Kidman’s
character. Boasting glamorous dancers and
riveting numbers, this movie is a visual treat.
Watch on: Apple TV+

Al l im a ges co ur tesy of w w w. im d b.co m

No Time to Die
Action/Thriller I 2H 44M

# T R E N D I N G BINGE

AN OTT EXTRAVAGANZA
Emily In Paris
Comedy/Drama I 2 Seasons
Showcasing fashion in every shot,
this quirky series tells the story
of Chicago-based marketing
executive Emily Cooper (Lily
Collins), who bags a job transfer
in her dream city, Paris. As she
navigates work, friends, and
romance, Cooper strolls through
the streets in patterned pullovers,
neon looks, chic dresses, and
French berets. Keep an eye out for
the array of elegant pieces by top
designers on display, including
Prada bags, Elie Saab coats,
and Mugler skirts.
Watch on: Netflix

Created by celebrated showrunner Shonda Rhimes,
this popular series hits the jackpot of period dramas!
Set in Regency Era England, it tells the story of eight
siblings of the Bridgerton household attempting to
seek love, independence, and friendship in Londonʼs
high society. While family intrigues keep you hooked,
the era-specific styling delights with golden, satin
dresses, corsets, and elaborate hairstyles. Not to
be left behind, the men strut their tuxedo coats, silk
waistcoats, and velvet tailcoats with élan.
Watch on: Netflix
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Styling Hollywood
Reality I 1 Season

This series follows celebrity couple Jason
Bolden and Adair Curtis as they take on the
challenge of styling red carpet superstars and
renovating A-list homes. Watch Bolden dress
Taraji P. Henson for the Emmys and Serena
Williams for a magazine cover, while Curtis
gives a makeover to the homes of several
celebrities, including actors Dulé Hill and
Jazmyn Simon, among others. A fast-paced,
gripping show!
Watch on: Netflix

The Business of Fashion
(BOF) Podcast

Hosted by BOF founder and
editor-in-chief Imran Amed, this
weekly podcast provides the
latest news from the fashion
industry and encourages informed
conversations around the big
issues itʼs currently facing. Recent
episodes have covered topics like
the influence of TikTok on trends,
how the pandemic has reshaped
style, and the scope of augmented
reality in fashion.
Available on: Spotify,
Apple Podcasts

A l l i m a ges co ur tesy of w ww.i m d b.co m

Bridgerton
Romance I 2 Seasons

# T R E N D I N G BOOKMARK

STYLE BIBLES
Our selection of six reads certain to add a glamorous dash of creative panache to your life.
By AAKRITI JASWANT

THE ART OF PHOTOGRAPHY
By Bruce Barnbaum

First in Kinsella’s hugely popular Shopaholic series of novels, this
bestseller follows the life of Rebecca Bloomwood, a financial journalist
with a penchant for shopping. Becky has a glamorous flat and wardrobe
in London but, thanks to her shopping addiction, is wallowing in serious
debt. With a job that doesn’t pay well and mounting bills, she indulges in
a variety of schemes to solve her problems, with hilarious consequences.
A must-read that also inspired a movie of the same name!

THE MEN’S FASHION BOOK
By Phaidon
Exploring men’s
fashion through
the ages, this
authoritative work
has been created
along with Jacob
Gallagher, men’s
fashion editor at The Wall Street Journal.
It celebrates 500 of the greatest names
in this category—designers, brands, and
more—including Giorgio Armani and
Virgil Abloh. Peruse over 200 years of
masculine style, from suits to streetwear,
through a collection of iconic images.

THE GREAT GATSBY
By F. Scott Fitzgerald
Considered one of
the ‘Great American
Novels’, this 1925
work by Fitzgerald
is set in New York
during the 1920s,
also known as the
‘Roaring Twenties’.
It follows the life of mysterious millionaire,
Jay Gatsby, and his obsession to reunite
with a former lover. Filled with descriptions
of lavish wealth and extravagant parties,
the masterpiece is a pointed commentary
on the American culture of that period.

WORLD ARCHITECTURE: THE MASTERWORKS
By Will Pryce
Dive into a universe of awe-inspiring designs with this definitive guide
featuring more than 350 gorgeous photos of architectural marvels,
including the Hagia Sophia, Taj Mahal, and Guggenheim Museum, to
name a few. The accompanying insightful commentary by Pryce offers
a fresh level of context in understanding the evolution of architecture
since the dawn of civilisation. An engaging, visual read!
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First published
in 1994, this
tome is one
of the most
inclusive
books on
photography. A
highly reputed
photographer, Barnbaum demonstrates
the various techniques related to traditional
and digital camera work in a lucid, articulate
manner. Going beyond the technical aspects,
he also discusses the philosophical and
creative dimensions of this captivating form
of art. Showcasing numerous stunning
photographs and charts, this is the perfect
guide for any level of photographer.

THE BATTLE OF VERSAILLES
By Robin Givhan
Pulitzer Prizewinning journalist
Givhan presents an
engrossing account
of a singular fashion
event that changed
the course of the
industry. In 1973, a
prestigious fundraiser saw five American
designers pitted against five revered French
designers. It culminated with the Americans
(with a team that included African-American
models) entrancing the audience and
prompting a shift in the way economies and
ethnicities would be treated in fashion in the
future. The site of this victory was the Palace
of Versailles. This book tells that epic tale.

A l l i m a ges cou rtesy of res p e c t i ve p ub l i s he rs

CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC
By Sophie Kinsella

# T R E N D I N G WINTER FASHION

STYLE REPORT

Winter is coming! Here’s fresh-off-the-runway inspiration for when you
want to cosy up in style once temperatures drop.
By AAKRITI JASWANT

DELIGHTFULLY BAGGY
The Bottega Veneta Jodie shoulder bag created
quite the stir in 2020. And continues to do
so as its compact design inspires the look of
soft handbags trending this season. Bereft of
hardware, chains, or handles, these bags are a hit
in both subtle and neon shades!

TONAL TAILORING
A blast of colour keeps boring winter
dressing at bay. Head-to-toe neon suits
are making a vibrant statement these
days. This fuchsia ensemble from
Valentino’s Pink PP made heads turn
in electric wonder. You simply can’t go
wrong with eye-popping colour!  
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CHUNKY FITS
Statement knits are
no-brainers. And wrapping
yourself in bulky pullovers
seems to be the preference
this season. At Molly
Goddard, these heavy knits
were given a stylish twist
by pairing them with flowy
tulle skirts.
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OVERSIZED MANIA
Slouchy sizing is here to stay! From puffers to bomber jackets, fashionistas and renowned
designers like Prada and Loewe have enthusiastically adopted this trend. Broad-shouldered
longline coats are also popular, thanks to the buzz around gender-neutral clothing.
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BECOMING BERETS
Incorporate a dash of Parisian flair in your winter wardrobe with these
classic berets making a snazzy comeback. Infuse your outift with
effortless charm with these pretty accessories. Team them
with a blouse-skirt-stockings look for that evergreen verve.
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15–23 DECEMBER 2022
PANAJI, GOA
FUR TRIMMINGS
The 90s look has
returned and how! Faux
fur-trimmed jackets
with shearling panels
are ruling the runway
at menswear fashion
shows. Dramatic yet
casual, these pieces
will make a bold
statement while
keeping you warm.
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HAIR-RAISING PLATFORMS
Audacious spunkiness seem to be the
mantra this winter season. And the footwear
department is right on track with that!
Inspired by the popular Y2K trend, huge
platform heels—whether as sneakers
or sandals—are being wholeheartedly
blessed by fashion gurus.

LEATHER VS.
PLEATHER
Sustainability is en
vogue this season, too.
Pleather (imitation
fabric made with
polyurethane) is being
chosen as a conscious
variant. Opt for
pants in this mindful
material. What’s more,
they are a great unisex
style option, as well!

#MeetMeAtSerendipity for an
experience of a lifetime!
After 2 long years, we are back on the
shores of Goa, and this time with our
fifth edition! Whether you like Visual
Arts, Theatre, Music, Dance, Craft,
or Culinary Arts—we have everything
in store!
Come join us in celebrating the arts.
Serendipity Arts Festival is and always
has been free and open for all.

#MeetMeAtSerendipity
For free entry, register at
www.SerendipityArtsFestival.com

ASSOCIATE PARTNER

SUPPORTED BY

LOGISTICS PARTNER

# T R E N D I N G TRAVEL FASHION

READY FOR
TAKEOFF!

Add a touch of panache to your airport look with these
comfortably chic must-haves for a wanderlust-friendly wardrobe.
By ANANYA BAHL

SWAROVSKI SUNGLASSES
Nothing spells vacation bliss quite like a flamboyant pair of
shades! Team this octagon-shaped, crystal-encrusted pair
with a white shirt dress or a classic black t-shirt-and-blue
jeans combo for an understated glam look.
`26,000; swarovski.com

ARMANI EXCHANGE MEN’S JOGGERS
Can’t be bothered by tight clothing for a long flight? Let
these uber-cool joggers come to your rescue! This black,
mid-rise pair with golden stripes on each leg goes perfectly
with a hoodie of the same colour. `6,959; ajio.com

PEMA HALF & HALF
SHIRT BY NICOBAR

BLACK SHORTS BY MICHAEL KORS
Men with a penchant for an effortless, easy-going
airport look will gravitate towards this stylish pair of
shorts boasting multiple pockets for convenience. They
pair well with nude sneakers and any kind of t-shirt in
your closet. `12,000; thecollective.in
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This breezy blue-and-white
striped shirt is made with
100 per cent yarn-dyed
cotton and boasts flexibility
of movement—perfect for
walking through large airports
and duty-free shopping
sprees! Wear it with white
pyjamas or navy pants.
`4,000; nicobar.com

# T R E N D I N G TRAVEL FASHION

SAL DRESS BY
THE JODI LIFE
Seeking a flattering onepiece outfit that will make
heads turn at the airport?
Make a statement with
this cool, block-printed,
flowy dress made with
Mangalagiri cotton. Finish
off the look with a white
belt and strappy sandals.
`8,390; thejodilife.com

BLACK PRINTED SWEATER BY
VERSACE JEANS COUTURE
Travelling someplace cold? Throw on this
classic, black, and patterned Versace sweater
for a relaxed and elegant silhouette. Wear it with
white pants and boots for a stylish take
on knitted winterwear.
`28,800; thecollective.in

STEVE MADDEN ESCALA-C SNEAKERS
Give an edgy flair to a feminine airport look with these chunky,
white sneakers with rose-gold embellishments. Team them
with baggy trousers, a knee-length dress, or a jeans-and-shirt
outfit for maximum comfort and style.
`4,499; stevemadden.in
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This cute headgear, with
faux fur trimmings, is
perfect for those who
want to keep warm at the
airport or on the flight.
It matches well with
dark-coloured sweaters,
turtlenecks, and leather
jackets. Perfect for an
Instagram selfie!
`1,494; superdry.in
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SUPERDRY LANNAH
CABLE BEANIE
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# T R E N D I N G TECH ESSENTIALS

ENTER THE DIGITAL-VERSE
Technology is at its best when you can’t even see it, yet you know it’s there working its magic.
Here are this season’s hottest new launches that bring about electronic transformation with great finesse.
By NIKHIL CHAWLA

NOTHING PHONE (1)
The genius of marketing maverick Carl Pei is evident in
everything he does! His Nothing Phone (1) is a prime
example of how to disrupt and hype the smartphone
market at the same time. A transparent back with a
unique Glyph (light) Interface and clean Android user
experience make this an instant hot-seller.
`29,999; in.nothing.tech

DYSON AIRWRAP 2022
Four years after the launch of the Airwrap,
Dyson has upped the ante with
re-engineered updates—attachments that
can curl clockwise and counter clockwise,
brushes that dry hair faster, and an
innovative flyaway tool that smoothens
hair. A stylish, must-have accessory on the
dressing table!
`45,900; dyson.in
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APPLE WATCH ULTRA
We all knew it would happen one day—the implementation of a
rugged and pro version of the Apple Watch. And like everything
Apple, the Watch Ultra redefines how a hardy smartwatch should
look and feel. Specifically designed for stylish outdoor adventures,
endurance athletics, and extreme water sports, this one is sure to
get hearts pumping. `89,900; apple.com/in

# T R E N D I N G TECH ESSENTIALS

ULTRAHUMAN RING
A fitness tracker embedded
in ornaments or jewellery
is something we all secretly
wished for but never had until
Ultrahuman launched ʻRingʼ.
This attractive accessory
comes with the strength of
titanium and tungsten carbide
and includes temperature,
heart rate, and movement
sensors to provide holistic
health insights while you go
about everyday tasks.
From `22,499; ultrahuman.com

DJI MINI 3 PRO
A drone shot can add oodles of cinematic production
value to your footage. And DJI has revolutionised
aerial camera work with the Mini 3 Pro, which offers
features like obstacle detection, 4K/60 fps video
recording, and DJIʼs FocusTrack suite—all of it in a
sleek contraption weighing under 250 grams!
From `62,000; dji.com

GOPRO HERO 11
In its 11th iteration, this specialised action camera can now

ASUS ZENBOOK PRO DUO 14-INCH
This latest model with its double screen is a dream machine
for artists, content creators, designers, and video editors. It
offers unrivalled portable power, the worldʼs best set of OLED
HDR screens, and military-grade toughness and build quality
in a never-seen-before package.
From `1,44,990; asus.com/in
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capture 27.13 MP images and shoot videos in 5.3 K60 at
120 Mbps, which is the highest speed ever on a GoPro! Enjoy
enhanced stabilisation thanks to HyperSmooth 5.0 with
Linear + Horizon Lock/Levelling. Talk about the chance to go
pro for some chic clicks this season!
From `51,199; amazon.in

# T R E N D I N G FOOD & DRINKS

SERVING UP STYLE

You’ve sent out the invites, curated your menu, and decided the décor. It’s now time to impress your guests with what’s on
the table! Unleash your creativity with these simple yet standout ways to present your dishes and drinks.
By PHORUM PANDYA

A Solid Start

DIFFERENT STROKES
Take a spoonful of dense sauce and
pour it on one corner of the plate. Place
the back of your spoon on the saucy
dollop and hit a smooth backhand like
Roger Federer, smearing a neat curve
across the platter.

Let loose for this one! Pour
some sauce in the plate’s

TAKE YOUR SET-UP
A STEP UP

centre and ‘smack’ it with
the back of the spoon.
You’ll need the right

Placing dishes on different
heights adds delectable

amount of force to make a
dressy mess. Don’t break
the plate in the bargain!

drama to your table. Elevate
standout items by laying them
on tabletops or upturned roast
pans. This will add a 3D look
to your buffet spread. Choose
three different heights for the
perfect embossed feel!

QUIRKY BOWLS

“When decorating a dish, less

Add an earthy touch to your dinner table by
using a carved pumpkin in which to serve soup,
hummus, or even a colourful Som Tam salad.
Peeled coconut shells make great vessels for
desserts. All you need is a keen eye to spot what

is more. Keep it clutter-free,
clean, and minimal. Fresh herbs
and edible flowers add crunch
while making a dish look good.
Avoid overcooking to retain the
ingredients’ original colours.
Carve out fruit globes and pass

fits well as a serving bowl.

them through a toothpick—this
is an interactive tip as your
guests can get a taste of the
styling. And make sure to
always shoot food pictures
in natural light!”
Surabhi Sehgal, plant-based chef,
Su Paints on Plates
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SPLATTER ART

Open only for you.
Complimentary ﬂight ticket
vouchers on joining or renewing your
AXIS BANK VISTARA Credit Card

Give a missed call on 1800 419 1508

# T R E N D I N G FOOD & DRINKS

ADVERTORIAL

POWERFUL VASTU CORRECTIONS
WITHOUT ANY DEMOLITION

Liquid Looks

FOR INDUSTRIES, OFFICES AND HOUSES
Vastu Shankh yantra ‘ A divine gift from
The great Himalayan Saint,
Swami Murghanand Ji’

PAINT A PINT

What is Vastu?

LAYER UP
This technique is based on using three liquids with different
densities. A heavier milk base, a lighter water-based juice, and an
aerated top-up will create visual delight! Note: Liquids with higher
sugar levels are denser and make a good base layer.

“When in doubt, use
edible glitter to give
your drink a sparkling,
snazzy look. Also,
use an ingredient as
garnish. It not only
makes the glass
look pretty, but also
enhances the taste.”
Santosh Kukreti, Head
Mixologist at Slink & Bardot

RIM ROOM
Get creative with your rim! Use
kosher salt and red chilli to
make ʻred sandʼ. Or add grated
citrus peels to your salt to give
it extra zing. For a darker look,
use cinnamon. Line the rim
with egg white to make the
sugar or salt stick better.
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“Bright and harmonious colours increase aesthetic
appeal. Use two or three ingredients with different
colours as decoration to complement the main
ingredient but remember to never overshadow it
with garnishes. Cut ingredients evenly; details and
precision are very important.”
Master Chef Fu Lei, Tao-Fu at JW Marriott Pune

Awarded the ‘Best International Vastu Guru’ in Thailand
by Bollywood Queen Kangana Ranaut.

‘Awarded in Dubai as the Most Influential Vastu Expert
under 50 years of age’.

Vastu is protection against
unforeseen circumstances. It
is used to increase personal
energy in health, wealth and
relationships of a person

Internationally Renowned Vastu Expert Vimal Jhajharia, along with his son Vikas Jhajharia, has created a
revolution in the field of Vastu Shastra. Their expertise in providing ‘Vastu Remedies without Demolition’ has
earned them the faith and praise of millions of people in more than 40 countries across the globe.
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Get some edible paints
and make the upper
section of a glass your
canvas, leaving enough
room for your guests
to hold their drink.
Condensed milk and
food colouring also
work well as ʻpaintʼ.

Vimal Jhajharia and Vikas Jhajharia (MBA from Australia) have delivered many lectures, conducted workshops,
seminars and have widely travelled and provided consultancy on major projects already in operation without
any changes or modifications. They are currently providing consultancy in the USA, UK, Australia, Canada,
China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, South Africa, UAE, and South America, among others.
Both of them have been felicitated several times for their outstanding knowledge on Vastu and have also won
several awards of national and international repute.
Here is an extract of an interview with them and their
client testimonials:
What exactly is your famous Vastu Shankha Yantra and
how cost-effective is it?
Based on the principles of Vastu, the Vastu Shankha
Yantra is an original conch shell used to potentially rectify
any kind of land, Vastu or energy defects without making
any modifications. It can potentially save a lot of time and
money as it is used to create positive energy in places
having major Vastu defects without changing the looks
and beauty of the place.
Does the Vastu Shankha Yantra really work for
prosperity in factories and industries?
Yes, we have a big list of successful clients including
businessmen, entrepreneurs, doctors, scientists,
professionals, architects, interior designers, etc giving
testimonials on our website. Endorsing the Vastu Shanka
Yantra is industrialist Sushil from New Delhi. He says,
“My son and I are running a factory but were not getting
the desired results. We came to know about Vimalji and

Vikasji through one of their articles in inflight magazines.
Upon showing them the factory, we immediately realised
our north was blocked and all the heavy machinery
was placed along the north wall. We then got the Vastu
Shankha yantras placed at certain places on Jhajhariaji’s
recommendation. Now, every new factory of ours is made
under their able guidance and we also recommend them
to all our friends and relatives.”
Can Vastu Shankha Yantra also help in selling a property?
Yes, we do a lot of Vastu correction for builders and
developers and also individuals whose properties have
been stuck for a long time and which are not getting sold
because of some or the other Vastu defect. Vouching for
success is Satish from Bangalore who was trying to sell
his four acres property for two years. When we saw the
property, we saw it had multiple corners and it was not a
proper rectangle or a square. We then positively charged
this property by placing our Vastu Shankha Yantras
in various corners to help correct the magnetic field of
the property and hence creating positive energy in the
atmosphere.

For Further Details Contact Mr. Vikas Jhajharia on +91 - 9839704470, +91 - 7388578888 and +91 - 6393744022
e-mail: enquiry@vastukalp.com Website: www.vastukalp.com
FB: www.facebook.com/Vastukalp; Instagram: Vastukalp_vikasjhajharia

What are the benefits of the
Vastu Shankha remedy?

In an office, it is used in the north to
increase money inflow. In a house,
it is used in the east direction for
better health and relationship
among family members.

# T R E N D I N G HOTELS

FLY ME TO THE MOON

Step away from the glitz of city life and spend a couple of nights
in the desert at the mesmerising Mysk Moon Retreat, Sharjah’s latest
glamping destination. By SHIBANI BAWA

A secluded dome
with a private pool.

Located at the foothills of the Al Faya mountains,
less than an hour away from both Sharjah and
Dubai, is an exclusive destination where the magic
of the desert comes alive. This is the Mysk Moon
Retreat, a unique, luxury glamping retreat that’s
creating quite the buzz in the region with its
memorable offerings and experiences.

Private domes
and tents dot the
luxurious property.

First Look
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Plush interiors of the
one-bedroom tent.

bedroom tents for larger groups, making it ideal
for couples seeking romantic getaways, as well as
families looking to spend quality time outdoors.

A Luxe DIY Experience
As an eco-retreat, the property doesn’t operate
a full-fledged kitchen, offering, instead, a DIY
experience for glampers. Guests can cook their
meals using the private, self-help, pre-installed
gas-fired barbecue table on the terrace. The
resort, of course, provides all the ingredients, plus
basics like breads, croissants, hummus, and juices

in recyclable containers. The entire experience is
designed as time away from a fast-paced city life.

Dive Into the Great Outdoors
The natural surroundings are certainly the
highlight of Moon Retreat. With close proximity
to the Mysk Al Faya Retreat, there are plenty of
tempting activities on offer—from trekking, dune
bashing, and horse riding to visits to a camel farm.
Stargazing as night falls and waking up in the
dome tent to the gorgeous vistas of the desert,
however, is bliss at its best. myskhotels.com

F RO M TO P: Im a ges co ur tesy of res p ec t i ve p ro pe r ty

Set amidst rugged landscape flanked by lofty
mountains on one side and an expanse of red
sand on the other, the dome-shaped tents make
for cosy abodes in an awe-inspiring setting. We
reached the Retreat after a full day of activities
nearby—a thrilling off-roading session at XQuarry
Adventure Park along with an exhilarating drive
over sand dunes, followed by a delicious BBQ
dinner with Mleiha Adventures. The night sky had
already spread its starry blanket when we arrived.
The aesthetically lit camp and well-spaced-out
dome tents glowed softly, like individual moons on
earth. An Instagram-worthy delight!
Of the 10 domes, each accommodating
up to two people, seven are equipped with
temperature-controlled pools! In addition, there
are one- and two-bedroom tents, each of which is
air-conditioned and well insulated to shield guests
from the scorching afternoon sun and cold nights.
The two-bedroom tents feature two bathrooms,
a lounge, and a temperature-controlled private
swimming pool. These units can accommodate
up to four adults, and there are plans to add four-

# T R E N D I N G THE CELEB DIARY

STYLE SUPREMACY
Social media star Diipa Büller-Khosla chats with us about her
inspiring journey as an Indian-origin global influencer, love for fashion,
and life as a new mom.
By ANANYA BAHL

QUICK FIRE WITH DIIPA

fashion space. Thatʼs when I realised that
if I could do this, I could change the
influencer game. I knew it wouldnʼt be
easy. This is something I want to tell all
young people. Have crystal-clear goals.
Be as clear as to think: “I want to be
featured in Times Square!” If anyone had
told a pimpled, little girl that she would be
the first Indian influencer to walk the
Cannes Film Festival red carpet or have
her picture on a billboard in Piccadilly
Circus as the face of Maybelline… If
anyone had told that teenager afraid of
speaking in public or in English that, one
day, she would address the British House
of Commons on International Womenʼs
Day, she would never have believed a word
of it. But I did all of it. I have learnt
immensely during my entire journey
and continue to do so.

Your top 5 favourite designer
brands from India
Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Gaurav
Gupta, Rahul Mishra, Anamika
Khanna, Torani
An Indian street food you miss
Pani Puri
Mountains vs Beach?
Mountains
Favourite lip tint?
Marc Jacobs Lip Oil
Favourite perfume?
Le Labo Another 13
If you weren’t an inﬂuencer,
you would be…
A lawyer

Fun With Fashion: Closet Cues
I am all about the basics. I think having
staples in your favourite colour are great
because you can pair them as you want. A
pair of skinny jeans that fits you perfectly
and a little black dress are two must-haves
that you can never go wrong with. For an
ʻIndo-Westernʼ groove, pair your kurta
with ripped jeans or a long skirt for a cool
crossover outfit. Another option is to team
your shirt with an Indian salwar or dhoti
pants. You can experiment wearing your
crop tops with a sari! They make for chic
and classy fusion outfits.

A Long Way to The Top
Itʼs been an interesting journey for sure!
On finishing my law degree in International
Human Rights, I moved to London for my
Masterʼs degree. Before starting a
full-fledged job, I got myself an internship
at a fashion agency in the city. To my utter
surprise, it turned out to be Europeʼs first
influencer agency! I knew nothing about
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this world, yet on my third day in the sales
team, I was closing big deals with leading
fashion brands. I began to understand the
kind of power an influencer wields and
how, if used wisely, it could be a great
business module. At that time, almost all
the influencers were from the US and
Europe, and it struck me that no Indian
represented us in the global beauty and

One for All
I believe that when one reaches a position of
ʻinfluencingʼ people, it is imperative to use
that ability to make a difference. We created
Post for Change, an NGO that brings
together the immense reach of social
media influencers to achieve social change
and give importance to issues that should
rightfully be broadcasted. Our mission is to
harness the power of human engagement
online and create a compelling and visible
impact in promoting the UNʼs Sustainable
Development Goal of Gender Equality and
the advancement of womenʼs rights.

Al l Im a ges co u rtesy of D i i pa Bül l e r- K h os l a

Representing India
The Venice Film Festival is such a huge and
prestigious international event, and it was
an absolute honour to be the only Indian
attending it. The experience was one of my
best so far. Everything was perfect—it was
a beautiful summer day, the weather was
amazing, I loved what I was wearing, and
I had a great team. I realised how far I have
come because I used to be very nervous at
such events a few years ago, and now, to be
able to represent my country on such
platforms—I feel peaceful and happy.

My Beauty Regime
Minimalism is my mantra and so, my AM
and PM skincare routines follow the ʻless is
moreʼ approach. In the morning, I use a
cleanser, an all-in-one vitamin C serum
from my indē wild beauty range, and then I
add some SPF to it. At night, I use a cleanser
to take off all my make-up and then the PM
serum. On days when my skin is dry, I add an
extra layer of moisturiser. Make-up should
enhance your beauty instead of changing it.
I ensure that the cosmetics I use have good
ingredients that are beneficial for the skin
and give it a healthy and flushed look.
Into The Wild
As a young girl, Iʼd create concoctions
with mum in the kitchen: turmeric, castor

oil, and various herbs. Our household was
all about holistic care for the skin, hair, and
body. I suffered from terrible acne during
my teenage years. Itʼs been a personal
journey to learn about skin—especially
Indian and brown skin—and what suits us.
Right from the start, I knew I didnʼt want
indē wild to be just another influencer
brand. It was about building something
that was the need of the hour for me and
so many like me. From sustainability and
ingredients to backing from experts—Iʼve
consciously put my heart and soul into it.
Motherhood: A New Journey
To me, being a mother means more than
giving birth to a child. It is loving and
knowing a soul before seeing it, taking
responsibility, and providing endless care.
There is no rule book—it takes experience
and learning to understand the ins and
outs of what is appropriate for you as a
mother personally. When Dua was born, I
thought it would be hard to constantly

feed her, but some of those moments
became intimate instances of bonding.
A Multicultural Home
Since my husband is Dutch, our daughter
is exposed to two diverse cultures. Duaʼs
food and habits are very Indian because
thatʼs extremely close to my heart. She is
very spiritual as well, which is important
to us. And she loves being outdoors; she
gets that from her Dutch lineage! We go on
a lot of treks and hikes in the mountains.
Top Trips
In India, I love the Himalayas. Elsewhere,
South Africa really inspires me! I would
love to visit China someday.
Next On the Horizon…
I am fully vested in motherhood and
looking at expanding indē wild as a brand.
There is so much more I want to do for the
community, and I am taking it one step
at a time.
/ 49

L U X E P I C K S TRAVEL ACCESSORIES

COOL
COLLEAGUES

TUMI MISTY DUFFEL BAG
Perfect for a short work trip, this trendy bag with
several pockets makes for a glam addition to your
travel attire. Use the external speed clips to attach
your yoga mat and maintain fitness goals on the go!

₹44,000; tumi.in

Brighten up a business trip with these stylish,
convenient, and fun accessories.
By ANANYA BAHL

CLIMA INSULATED BOTTLE
Designed to keep your beverages cold for 24 hours and hot for 12,
this bottle with a marble-like finish will keep you hydrated at work.
Itʼs sweat-free, so, it wonʼt leak onto the work papers in your bag!
₹2,395; modernquests.com

TED BAKER TEAL LEAF PRINT TRAVEL SET
This neck pillow and eye mask set in a pleasant
green pattern ensures you enjoy deep, comfortable
sleep on those long work flights. The duo comes with
a handy drawstring pouch for easy storage.
₹7,500; thecollective.in

₹5,599; amazon.in
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TRAVEL ACCESSORIES POUCH BY STACKERS
Tour the world hassle-free with this organiser that can hold all your
formal trinkets like watches, sunglasses, cufflinks, rings, and more.
Its pebble-grey colour lends it a sophisticated, minimalist look.
₹4,695; modernquests.com
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PHILIPS HANDHELD GARMENT
STEAMER STH7020/20
Need to look your best for a meeting in
a jiffy? Let this nifty handheld steamer
save the day! Boasting 1500 Watt Quick
Heat Up technology, it kills 99.9%
bacteria and is compact to pack.

A l l i m a ges cou rtesy of res pe c t i ve b ra nd s

TRINITY WIRELESS CHARGING STATION
A sleek take on the traditional portable charger, this
one flaunts 3-in-1 fast wireless charging for Qi-enabled
smartphones, smartwatches, and Bluetooth earphones
connected to the device, simultaneously. And its leather
casing lends a luxe look to your desk!
₹3,999; dailyobjects.com

MENʼS GROOMING ESSENTIALS GIFT SET
Stay fresh with this vegan travel set, comprising a
body wash, hair and beard wash, facial moisturiser,
wooden comb, and grooming oil. Its lavender, sweet
orange, and cedarwood notes make for relaxing
grooming in between meetings.
₹2,499; marksandspencer.in
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L U X E P I C K S HANDBAGS

By ANANYA BAHL

NAPPA DORI
CAPSULE BELT BAG
Inspired by the Art Deco
movement, this bag
boasts clean, geometric
shapes, Nappa leather,
and nickel hardware.
Spacious enough for all
your essentials, it also
features a zipper pocket
for last-minute add-ons.
Perfect for a brunch!
`7,500; nappadori.com

COACH PILLOW
TABBY SHOULDER
BAG 18
This striking, vintageinspired, fuchsia purse
is the perfect accessory
when heading out for a
night of revelry. Warmly
wrapped in shearling,
it is an ode to the brandʼs
classic ʼ70s design and
also flaunts detachable
straps—absolutely
groovy!
Approx. `41,002;
coach.com
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Multi-pouch purses are all the rage these days!
Crafted to capture the eternal style of singer
and actress Diana Ross, this cognac and yellow
leather piece resembles the bellows of an
accordion, adding oodles of pizzazz to outfits!
Price on request; gabrielahearst.com

YVES SAINT LAURENT
ICARE MAXI SHOPPING BAG
Totes never go out of vogue, do they?
You canʼt go wrong with this black
lambskin purse with carré-quilted
overstitching, a removable pouch, and
the new, shimmering, golden-sculpted
jewel YSL iconic signature!
Approx. `3,64,463; ysl.com

FENDI BAGUETTE
CHAIN MIDI
This year, the brand
celebrates the 25th
anniversary of its classic
Baguette bag with a new
line of medium-sized purses.
A sliding-chain strap, Nappa
leather, and 3D texture
FF motif make this
sophisticated creation
the perfect throwback
to the original. Available
in multiple colours.
Approx. `2,55,050; fendi.com

VERSACE LA MEDUSA
PATENT MINI BAG
Introduce some bling to
your year-end style with
this classic, metallic-hued
Versace number that flaunts
their instantly recognisable
Medusa fixture. Carry it with
its fixed-chain top handle
(night events) or adjustable
strap (daytime soirées).
`1,54,800; versace.com

SALVATORE
FERRAGAMO
ONE SHOULDER
BACKPACK
Made with delicate,
tumbled Italian leather
and boasting a grainy
finish, this shoulder bag is
the perfect multipurpose
indulgence for men. It
features a delightful rolldown top à la the classic
sailor bag and a stylish
embossed signature
in the front.
`1,48,270; ferragamo.com
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A stunning statement handbag can add elegance to the simplest outfit.
Pick from these latest launches for a stylish accessory at hand!

GABRIELA HEARST DIANA BAG

This compact and cute
purse is creative director
Jonathan Andersonʼs
debut design for the brand.
Featuring a satin calfskin
bodice and geometric
cuts, it can be carried as a
shoulder, crossbody, top
handle, or clutch handbag.
Available in a range of
attractive colours.
`2,87,000; loewe.com
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ARM CANDY APPEAL

LOEWE SMALL
PUZZLE BAG

L U X E P I C K S CARS

A STYLISH SPIN

MERCEDES-BENZ EQS 580
The pure-electric equivalent to the Mercedes-Benz S-Class is
possibly the finest way to bid adieu to range anxiety. Whether
you’re looking at the 677km of driving range (according to WLTP
tests) or the 857km reach (according to the more lenient local
MIDC tests), we’re sure you’ll agree India finally has an EV that
can handle most long-distance road trips in style. The futuristic,
decidedly monolithic design is all function, too; the EQS is the
most aerodynamic production car in the world! Its 107.8kWh
battery pack is undoubtedly a big contributor to the impressive
range. That it can also hit a 100kmph from standstill in 4.3 seconds
makes it all the more tempting, especially over a similarly priced
combustion-engine S-Class.
From `1.55 crore onwards; mercedes-benz.co.in

Say goodbye to mundane commutes with our picks of the most stylish cars launched in India this year.
By SIMRAN RASTOGI

FERRARI 296 GTB
A V6-powered Ferrari might seem like a step away from the
brand’s usual choice of V8, or even V12, but it’s got more in
common with Ferrari’s roots and its victories in Formula 1,
than the other two. The 296 GTB, with its wraparound
windscreen, short wheelbase, voluptuous bodywork, hiddenaway aero elements, and design throwbacks to the most
beautiful Ferrari—the 250 LM—perfectly encapsulates all that

heritage. And then adds modernity in the form of a plug-in
hybrid system that gives this ‘Prancing Horse’ up to
25 kilometres of pure-electric range. But this is still very much
a Ferrari with supercar levels of performance—830 horsepower,
0-100kmph in 2.9 seconds, and a top speed of 330kmph.
This one’s for those who have an unending need for speed!
From `5.40 crore; ferrari.com

RANGE ROVER
You don’t revolutionise an icon, you merely let evolution take its course. The
new Range Rover is proof of that. Unmistakably a Rangie, perhaps even to
a fault, the simpler look, flush door handles, and hidden rear tail lights are
clear signs that minimalism just works. It’s the only car we can think of that
dwarfs 23-inch wheels and still looks stately. The Range Rover takes all the
trappings of a luxury limousine and adds true ‘go-anywhere’ capability—some
would say that freedom is the best luxury to have—apart from the pride of its
Indian parentage in the brand’s ownership by Tata. Available with a choice of
practical, six-cylinder petrol or diesel options, or a V8 petrol that gives it far
more performance than expected. Epic range, we say!
From `2.39 crore; landrover.in

KIA EV6

Mid-size luxury SUVs run the risk of coming across as a bit boring—
unless we’re talking about the Lexus NX! Sharper-than-average
styling is a Lexus trademark and the new NX takes the brand’s
L-finesse design philosophy into the next generation. Their signature
spindle grille sits even deeper and is mirrored in the design of
the tailgate. Origami-style bodywork reflects light spectacularly,
seemingly in ways only a Lexus can. You get the best of both worlds
under the hood, with a 2.5-litre petrol engine and a self-charging
electric motor, giving this hybrid SUV performance and frugality
in equal spades. There’s even an F Sport trim to drive home the
left-of-field choice, with upgraded suspension and sporty accents.
An irresistible purchase for long family drives!
From `64.90 lakh; lexusindia.co.in
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BMW M4 COMPETITION COUPÉ
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LEXUS NX

Tradition goes straight out the window with Kia’s first electric car, the
EV6. It embodies the essence of a crossover, hatchback, and shooting
brake, but is like nothing else on the road. Kia’s breakaway global hit
brings a strong dose of style to zero tailpipe-emissions motoring.
Enough for it to pick up the coveted 2022 Red Dot Design Award for
breaking the conservative mould for EVs. The EV6 backs it up with
528 kilometres of driving range, ultra-fast charging, and sportscarlike performance with 0-100kmph coming up in a mere 5.2 seconds!
There’s more clever design inside, too: fully flat reclining front seats, a
curved driver’s display, and even the ability to power other appliances
directly from the car. That’s style and sustainability all rolled into one
power packed vehicle! From `59.95 lakh; kia.com

While the design of new BMWs may have half the car world up in
arms, the M4 Competition Coupé brings the artillery to win that
battle. How does a twin-turbo, six-cylinder motor, 510 horsepower,
all-wheel drive for the first time, and a 0-100kmph run in 3.5 seconds
sound? The M4 also has a drift analyser to score your big, smoky
drifts when you stick the car in rear-wheel drive mode. Considering
the M4 coupé outsells the M3 sedan the world over, it seems the
more extroverted the M4 is, the better. Get yours in this wild Sao
Paulo Yellow for starters, order the superbly fitted M Sport seats for
no extra money, and make an off-the-beaten-path statement as
you cruise your way through the city.
From `1.44 crore; bmw.in
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SUITCASE
Fashion Forward

5 CITIES WHOSE EN VOGUE INHABITANTS MAKE THEM MECCAS OF STYLE.
Paris, France
An obvious choice! Parisian au naturel
style perfectly balances the art of
grooming and looking ʻundone,ʼ even
as the locals effortlessly embody Yves
Saint Laurentʼs masculine-feminin
look. Stroll through the streets for
a quintessential lesson in fashion!
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New York City, USA
The Big Appleʼs uber-trendy districts of Fifth Avenue
and SoHo are lined with some of the worldʼs most
expensive retail labels, including home-grown brands
like DKNY, Calvin Klein, and Aéropostale!

Mexico City, Mexico
Reflective of this metropolisʼ vibrant character,
fashion here is a juxtaposition of contrasts. Colour
blocking, ʻart as fashionʼ, edgy silhouettes, and printson-prints—all jostle for space in the wardrobes of the
people in this city.

Copenhagen, Denmark
Minimalism and monochromes dominate Danish fashion. Layered,
high-quality essentials in shades of black, tan, and neutrals are the
order of the day here, expressed in the form of dark turtlenecks,
camel-coloured coats and caps, and grey scarves, to name a few.

Tokyo, Japan
Famed for its creatively eccentric street style, Japanʼs
capital flaunts cult styles like goth, punk, and
ultra-feminine. Its Harajuku neighbourhood is a hub for
pop culture-inspired cosplay fashion.
/ 57

S U I T C A S E HOTELS

Live Life on the
Royal Side!

THORNGROVE MANOR HOTEL, AUSTRALIA
Set in the charming town of Stirling, this
beautiful castle-style hotel sits within a vineyard
in South Australia’s oldest wine producing
region. Although built as recently as 1994,
the Thorngrove Manor Hotel has gathered
much acclaim and awards for excellence in
their hospitality services in this short period.
Presenting an enchanting, romantic ambience,
the property provides a picturesque, intimate
setting to its guests. Spiral staircases and
private, gated entryways ensure that residents
do not cross paths with others, lending it an
indulgently exclusive appeal. The interiors are
as fascinating as the fairy-tale façade of the
building, with rooms such as King’s Chambers
and Queen’s Chambers laden with antiques,
including French clocks, German pianos, gilded
mirrors, Scottish stained-glass windows, oak
four-poster beds, and more. Sweeping views
of the lush, surrounding countryside add to
the mesmerising feel.
Tip: The Ultimate Private Afternoon Tea, served picnicstyle, is especially designed for couples. The scene is
set with crystal glasses, fine china, tweed blankets, and
baskets containing goodies such as smoked salmon,
handmade pâté, cheeses from nearby farms, and fresh
fruit straight from orchards. thorngrove.com.au

From Australia to Africa and
beyond, we have picked the
world’s most beautiful palace
and castle hotels for your
regal sojourn. Choose from
erstwhile royal residences
and new-age palaces, all
promising a luxuriously
memorable holiday.
BY SHIBANI BAWA

GETTING THERE
Fly to Adelaide with Vistara’s codeshare partner
Singapore Airlines and interline partner Cathay Pacific.

Colourfully picturesque setting of the
fairy tale-like Thorngrove Manor Hotel
in Australia.
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INVERLOCHY CASTLE HOTEL, SCOTLAND
Built in 1863 as a private residence, this
property’s plush interiors and gorgeous
outdoors, including a personal loch on the
castle grounds, were inviting enough for
Queen Victoria to spend a week here in 1873.
The scenic and serene surroundings of the
foothills of the mighty Ben Nevis Mountain,
just a couple of miles away from Fort William,
inspired her to sketch and paint. And so
mesmerised was she by these surreal, verdant
environs that they prompted her to pen this
famous quote in her diary about Inverlochy:
“I never saw a lovelier or more romantic spot.”
Each of the 17 gorgeous, regally appointed
rooms, including three suites, have been
designed with a unique aesthetic, featuring
opulent fittings, such as Venetian chandeliers,
/ 59

S U I T C A S E HOTELS

UMAID BHAWAN PALACE, INDIA
From a distance, the stunning Umaid
Bhawan Palace resembles a sandcastle
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tours, an elaborate high tea, and evening cultural
performances. A visit to the Maharaja’s private
Marwar horse stable and an exciting tour of his
collection of vintage cars are hugely popular, too,
for their versatile range.
tajhotels.com
GETTING THERE
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GETTING THERE
Fly to Inverness with Vistara’s codeshare partner
British Airways and interline partner KLM.

emerging from the golden dunes of Jodhpur.
Up close, it’s an imposing Art Deco structure,
built between 1928 and 1943 for Maharaja
Umaid Singh Ji. Even though a major part
of Umaid Bhawan is a luxury hotel, the royal
family still lives here, in their private section.
Regal splendour expresses itself in every aspect
of this grand palace, with its domed ceilings
and stone-carved pillars, and even extending
itself to the guests as soon as they step into the
magnificent environs. The red-carpet welcome
with ceremonial drums, rose petals, and a
glass of champagne under the 105-foot cupola
is truly fit for a king and queen. The 26-acre
verdant gardens with dancing peacocks are
picture perfect, while the Zodiac Pool offers an
ideal romantic setting. And from the private
balcony of the Royal Suite, guests can view the
imposing Mehrangarh Fort in all its glory.
A truly royal experience like none other!
Tip: Guests checking in for a stay get complimentary
access to the heritage palace museum and palace

Al l im a ges co ur tesy of res p ec t i ve pro p er t i es

fine antiques, rich silks, and brocades. Airport
transfers in a Rolls Royce, Michelin-star meals
comprising Scottish blue lobster and wild
salmon, lavish high-tea spreads, and special
tasting sessions of the finest malts from all
over Scotland are just a few of the luxurious
experiences that guests can savour at this
resplendent palace hotel.
Tip: The hotel offers several outdoor activities,
including hiking, skiing, and whitewater rafting. There
are also options to go mountain biking through the
forests. For a taste of some royal sports, try clay
pigeon shooting; all required equipment will be
provided. inverlochycastlehotel.com

separate occasions. Set amid four acres
of greenery, surrounded by fir trees, and
overlooking the scenic American lake, the
charming mansion features a ‘secret’ sunken
English garden and a private beach. The
cosy, intimate setting makes it ideal for
weddings and romantic getaways. And if
the castle looks familiar, it’s because it has
featured in various movies, such as Stephen
King’s Rose Red, Ridley Pearson’s The
Diary of Ellen Rimbauer, and Paul Thomas
Anderson’s There Will Be Blood, among
others. The sunset view over the lake is a
special not-to-be-missed highlight here.
Tip: The hotel organises professional photo shoots
in its exquisitely lovely outdoor and indoor spaces.
Booking one is the best way to mark a special
moment and seal memories of a royal stay.
thornewoodcastle.com

Clockwise from far left:
Luxuriously appointed
bedrooms offer scenic
vistas of the mountains and
lake at Inverlochy Castle
hotel, Scotland; Rose petals
and candles create a
romantic ambience at the
Zodiac Pool, Umaid Bhawan
Place, India; Traditional
Moroccan décor lends an
elegant, timeless vibe to the
interiors of Royal Mansour,
Morocco; The charmingly
intimate gardens of
Thornewood Castle, USA.

GETTING THERE

Nearest Vistara-serviced airport: Vistara offers daily
flights to Udaipur from Delhi and Mumbai.

Fly to Seattle with Vistara’s codeshare partners Air
Canada, British Airways, and Japan Airlines.

THORNEWOOD CASTLE, USA

ROYAL MANSOUR, MOROCCO

Yes. There is a castle in the USA, too! One
of the very few genuine regal properties
in the country, this English Tudor Gothic
castle, set in Washington State, was built
piece-by-piece almost a century ago, with
pieces from a 400-year-old English castle
that were shipped to the USA. Despite
its building blocks arriving from another
continent, it has a rich history of its own;
it has played host to Presidents Theodore
Roosevelt and William Howard Taft on

A stone’s throw from Marrakesh’s bustling
medina, the Royal Mansour is a luxurious
hotel owned by the King of Morocco. Built by
over 1,500 local artisans, this palace showcases
the finest Moroccan craftsmanship and is
home to more than 550 paintings flaunting
the works of contemporary Moroccan artists.
In keeping with traditional and indigenous
architecture, Royal Mansour offers 53 riads
(traditional cottages) instead of rooms, each
connected by shrub-lined pathways and
/ 61

S U I T C A S E HOTELS

JUMEIRAH AL QASR, DUBAI
Dolphins sail through the air
at a show at the Sea World
theme park, Sea World
Resort, Gold Coast,
Australia.
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hair wraps and signature hammam, private sport
lessons, and Tibetan singing bowls therapy.
royalmansour.com
GETTING THERE
Fly to Marrakesh with Vistara’s codeshare partners
British Airways and Swiss, and Interline partners Air
France, Arkia, and EL AL.
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BADRUTT’S PALACE, SWITZERLAND
Here is luxury at its finest. Located in the
gorgeous winter haven that is St. Moritz,
this sophisticated, family-owned palace was
transformed into a hotel in 1896 by Caspar
Badrutt. And over the last 126 years, the
fairy-tale castle has evolved into one of the
most exclusive, luxe properties in the world.
Featuring 157 elegantly appointed rooms and
suites with stunning vistas of the snow-covered
or verdant slopes (depending on the season),
the grand hotel has nine restaurants and three

Im a ge co ur tesy of res p ec t i ve prop e rty

winding alleys—all in a serene setting amidst
four acres of charming gardens and several
courtyards. The enchanting décor, marked by
rich tapestry, glittering lanterns, and intricate
carvings, adds to the ‘timeless’ ambience of
the property. The luxurious, multi-storeyed
cottages feature interior courtyards, sitting
rooms, and bar, while some even have a private
dining room. The bedrooms, located on the
first floor of each riad, offer breathtaking views
of the Atlas Mountains. Guests can even relish
the privacy of an exclusive roof terrace, with
a plunge pool, fireplace, and tented space for
secluded hammam treatments. The experience
of this magical setting is enhanced by a
private butler service. Here is simple, refined
decadence at its best!
Tip: The Spa Royal Mansour offers a unique
‘Rebalance’ programme for three to five days.
Ideal to reset and rejuvenate, the holistic routine
includes restorative treatments, traditional Takhlita

bars, catering to their fashionable clientele,
many of which include the rich and famous.
It’s also home to Switzerland’s oldest nightclub,
King’s Social House, the place to be with its
amazing DJs and eclectic array of cocktails.
Few experiences, however, can match the hotel’s
special horse-drawn carriage ride through the
snow-covered Engadin Valley, over frozen Lake
St. Moritz, as guests wrap themselves in soft
blankets and warm skins—sheer bliss!
Tip: A winter wonderland, St. Moritz attracts ski
enthusiasts from all over the world. Besides skiing,
other must-try winter activities include skijoring
(skiing or snowboarding while being pulled by a
horse) and ice stock, a sport similar to curling.
badruttspalace.com

The magic of Arabian Nights comes to life at
Jumeirah Al Qasr! Magnificent sculptures of
Arabian horses, grand staircases, Moroccan
fountains, Swarovski crystal chandeliers, and
cool-blue Azul Bahia granite from Brazil are
some of the treasures that adorn this new-age
palace. The larger-than-life setting is made
more surreal by the fact that this beautiful hotel
is located within 40 hectares of landscaped
gardens in a desert! To top it all, a waterway
traverses the property, offering traditional
abra rides (cruises) within Madinat Jumeirah
(a luxurious mini city of which Jumeirah Al
Qasr is one part). The majestic backdrop to
all this splendour is the iconic Burj Al Arab
Hotel. Ideal for families, the hotel offers several
in-house activities, including camel rides on
the golden beach, life-size games of snakes and
ladders, and a sprawling kids area fitted with a
Lego room. Savour authentic Lebanese fare at
Al Nafoorah or indulge in Italian delicacies at
the award-winning Pierchic, with views of the
Persian Gulf. Perfect for a family holiday.
Tip: A booking here includes free entry to the Wild Wadi
Waterpark, and an unlimited number of visits to explore
more than 30 thrilling rides at the complex.
jumeirah.com

From left: Snow-capped
mountains overlook the
golden splendour of
the Badrutt’s Palace,
Switzerland;
Guests enjoy a tranquil abra
ride along the canals of
Jumeirah Al Qasr, Dubai.

GETTING THERE
Nearest Vistara-serviced airport: Fly to Zurich
with Vistara’s codeshare partners British Airways,
Lufthansa, Singapore Airlines, and Swiss.

GETTING THERE
Vistara offers daily direct flights between Dubai
and Mumbai.

/ 63

S U I T C A S E DISCOVER

HIGH STREET STYLE

Bird’s-eye view of the
beautiful Champs-Élysées,
as seen from the Arc de
Triomphe, Paris.

What do Champs Élysées, Gran Vía, Rodeo Drive, and Orchard Road have in common?
They are some of the most stylish destinations in the world. Here’s why they must feature
on every well-heeled traveller’s itinerary.
By ANUBHUTI KRISHNA

Illuminated structures loom over the
busting nightlife at Gran Vía, Madrid.
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Champs Élysées, Paris
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HIGH STREETS, OR CENTRAL AVENUES,
offer an insight into a city’s culture
by way of their design, architecture,
entertainment offerings, Instagramworthy spots, and clientele. They can
also be the sole reason for people
to travel to a city—about 3,00,000
people visit the Champs Élysées every
day to see its historic sites, while
thousands head to Madrid to explore
the nightlife of Gran Vía. Here are our
picks of the world’s most stylish streets
for the trendy traveller.
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Steel exterior of
the Louis Vuitton
boutique on
Rodeo Drive,
Los Angeles.

This sprawling street has captivated
history, politics, culture, and fashion
aficionados through centuries. Few
know that Champs Élysées was once
a marshy backyard where members of
the French royal family grew fruit and
vegetables! Uncover these amusing
facts and more on several guided
tours conducted across the length of
the avenue, which also hosts historical
monuments like the Grand Palais,
numerous parks and ornate fountains

that have become popular picnic
spots, and the grand Arc de Triomphe
that honours slain French soldiers.
One of the world’s most fashionable
avenues, Champs Élysées is renowned
for heritage buildings like the Hôtel
de Coislin, iconic theatres including
the Théâtre du Rond-Point and
Théâtre Marigny, classy restaurants,
and boutiques representing almost all
high-street brands. Witness the glory
of the boulevard by walking from
Rond-Point des Champs-Elysées to
Arc De Triomphe, followed by a meal
at one of the street’s famous brasseries
to practice the French art of flânerie
(people-watching and witnessing
the day unfold at a leisurely pace).
Le Fouquet’s, a cafe that has been
a favourite of the likes of Winston
Churchill and Charlie Chaplin, is a
great place to watch the city go by,
as is Ladurée, a classic salon with
silk drapes, stucco ceilings, and
gilded walls, straight out of Paris of
the 1800s. Leaving the city without
sampling its macaroons, croissants,
pastry, and tea will be an injustice to
the elegant spirit of France’s capital.
GETTING THERE
Vistara offers twice-weekly direct flights
between Paris and Delhi. *Subject to change.

Rodeo Drive, Los Angeles
Ever wondered where the who’s who
of Hollywood shop? A walk down
Rodeo Drive in the Beverly Hills
neighbourhood of Los Angeles will
reveal the answer to that question.
A classic high street made famous
by Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman,
Rodeo Drive is the playground of
celebrities, stars, supermodels, and
a great place to spot them, too. The
three-block area brims with boutiques
aiming to outdo each other—a steely
Louis Vuitton façade juxtaposed
against the stark Prada storefront, a
modern Burberry building towering
near the classical Dior structure, and
the yellow-coloured Bijan boutique
(believed by many to be the world’s
most expensive menswear store)
outshining everyone else under the
glorious Californian sun. While an
appointment is needed to enter most
shops here, its Walk of Style has no
such prerequisite. Helmed by the
14-feet-tall aluminium sculpture
of a torso by Robert Graham, the
walk recognises famous stylish folk
like Tom Ford, Giorgio Armani,
and Salvatore Ferragamo through
bronze plaques set into the sidewalks.
Finish off this glamorous visit with
refreshments at the Beverly Wilshire
Hotel and emulate Julia Roberts
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Towering skyscrapers
line the busy Sheikh
Zayed Road, Dubai.
The glittering Ion Mall on
Orchard Street, Singapore.

Child installation at the Oxford
Parade Hotel. End at the Eulogy to
Singapore that stands at The Hilton
Singapore Orchard. In between all
the sightseeing, stop by any of the
many artsy cafés and restaurants like
Leckerbaer and Merci Marcel, known
for their stylish interiors and snacks.
For a more luxurious break, Ginger.lily
at the chic Hilton Singapore Orchard
serves beautiful small eats and tea.
GETTING THERE
Vistara offers daily direct flights to Singapore
from Delhi and Mumbai.

The Golden Mile, Durban

Gran Vía, Madrid
A star in its own right, this elegant
avenue has featured in Hollywood
movies, classical literature (remember
how the The Sun Also Rises by Ernest
Hemingway ends with Jake and
Brett in a taxi on Gran Vía?), and
recently, in the popular online series,
Money Heist. Often referred to as the
‘Spanish Broadway’, Gran Vía offers a
cultural extravaganza to visitors with
its cinemas, flamenco performances at
Teatro EDP Gran Vía and La Chocita
del Loro, and theatre shows at Cine
Capitol, an Art Deco building that
opened in 1933. It’s also the place
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GETTING THERE
Fly to Madrid with Vistara’s codeshare partners
British Airways, Lufthansa, and Swiss.

Sandy beaches along
Durban’s Golden Mile
attract several visitors.

Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai
What is the first image that comes
to mind when we say Dubai? Glitzy
malls, sky-kissing towers, fast cars,
sandy beaches, lush parks, and palm
tree-lined drives? Rest assured, you’ll
find all this and more along Dubai’s
hip Sheikh Zayed Road. A barren
highway until the 90s, it is, today,
the Emirate’s longest avenue, dotted
with modern icons attracting tourists
every day. Futuristic skyscrapers like
The Hilton Dubai Al Habtoor City,
Shangri-La Dubai, Gevora Hotel,
Latifa Tower, and the Al Yaqoub Tower
are some of its must-see spots. Nature
lovers and those craving a moment of
quietude in this bustling metropolis
can head to the sprawling Zabeel Park
(home of the Instagram-worthy Dubai
Frame) and serene Ghantoot Beach,
located along this street. The Museum
of The Future showcases stunning
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GETTING THERE
Fly to Los Angeles with Vistara’s codeshare
partners Air Canada and British Airways.

where Madrid’s crème de la crème
socialises. Rub shoulders with the
city’s rich and famous as they shop
at stores like Loewe, where legendary
American actress Ava Gardner bought
her exclusive handbags, or walk into
branded stores like Chanel, Dior,
and Carolina Herrera for a taste of
luxury. The architectural gem on Gran
Vía is undoubtedly the Metropolis
Building, known for its ornate dome
and four exquisite sculptures by Saint
Marceaux and L. Lambert. There’s also
the Telefónica Building, an Art Deco
structure, which was the tallest tower
in Europe until 1940. End your tryst
on a playful note by stopping by the
Casino Gran Vía.
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and Richard Gere from their famous
movie, even if its just for a day.

exhibits, including a simulation of a
trip to outer space. Smart, spirited,
fast, and efficient, Sheikh Zayed Road
is truly the face of the future.
GETTING THERE
Vistara offers daily direct flights between
Dubai and Mumbai.

Orchard Road, Singapore
This lively avenue is a metaphor
for this city-state—wilderness that’s
transformed into the epicentre of
fortune over the past two centuries.
On offer are a melange of all things
Singapore: modern shopping malls,
colourful Chinese Baroque houses,
luxury hotels, happening high-street
labels, incredible clubs and pubs, a
host of cinemas and theatres, and an
effervescent street-food scene, with a
sprinkling of parks and gardens. While
the malls here offer the finest brands
and bargains, it’s the artwork that sets
the street apart. A self-guided walk
covers most of the iconic installations.
Begin at sculptor Stephanie Scuris’
Harmony Fountain in front of the
Regent Hotel and then move onto Li
Chen’s Dragon-Riding Bodhisattva
and Singaporean Cultural Medallion
holder Ng Eng Teng’s Mother and

Not all high streets revolve around
glitzy malls. Durban’s Golden Mile
is a fine example of one that goes
beyond retail therapy. The four-milelong promenade gets its name from
the glistening golden sand along
the beaches it faces—flanked by
the Indian Ocean on one side and
majestic Art Deco buildings on the
other. Beloved by the locals who get
together to play and relax here every
evening, the boulevard is home to a
host of places of interest for all age
groups. This includes the uShaka
Marine World, Hammerhead Shark
Rearing Area, Durban Funworld, and
Suncoast Casino. It’s the lure of the
watersports, however, that draws both
locals and tourists every day. South
Beach is the place to be for those still
learning the basics of surfing, while
North Beach is great for swimming
and surfing. The Bay of Plenty is an
exciting fishing spot. Later, head to
trendy Moyo at the uShaka pier for
delicious African fare accompanied
by soothing African jazz music.
GETTING THERE
Fly to Durban with Vistara’s interline
partners Emirates and Qatar Airways.
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CAMERA CHRONICLES
Five creative and unique photography techniques to inspire the shutterbug in you.
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Offering awe-inspiring,
bird’s-eye views of
landscapes and surface
subjects, this technique
involves images clicked
from a height, using aircraft,
satellites, drones, and other
airborne platforms.

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY

FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY

MACRO PHOTOGRAPHY

HDR PHOTOGRAPHY

This exciting genre requires
fast lenses, natural light,
exceptional knowledge
about the habits of various
wildlife, and the ability to
camouflage oneself for the
best possible shot.

Showcasing apparel and
accessories, this highly
lucrative style is an intrinsic
part of magazines and
advertising. It often involves
elaborate wardrobes, creative
settings, and multiple props.

Capturing small subjects like
flowers, insects, and intricate
jewellery is the focus of this
technique. Depth of field and
specialised instruments are
essential to producing
effective macro images.

The ‘High Dynamic Range’
technique involves taking
multiple photos of the same
subject at different exposure
levels and fusing them with
a software to create a sharp,
jaw-dropping final image!
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Clockwise from far left: Griffith Observatory set
against the glimmering Los Angeles skyline;
The ever-busy Dolby Theatre; Sunset at Venice
Beach; Stars line the Hollywood Walk of Fame;
Bustling stalls at the Grand Central Market.

STARRING: LOS ANGELES!
City of Angels, The Big Orange, Tinseltown, or La-La Land—Los Angeles goes
by many names. What remains constant through its versatile identities and
neighbourhoods is an irresistible, irrevocable verve that’s hard to ignore.

70 /

/ NOVEMBER 2022

A 10-minute cab ride brought me
to Griffith Park. Covered in chapparal
shrubs and crisscrossed with trails,
it’s the largest urban-wilderness
municipal park in the country. On
one side is the upscale neighbourhood
of Los Feliz; on the other, the
sprawling Griffith Observatory. No
matter where I looked, however,
there was one ubiquitous sight: the
Hollywood sign! Shiny and iconic.
My hike up to the observatory was
punctuated with endless selfies every
time I saw it from a new angle. I
was also intrigued by the unending

opportunities to people-watch: joggers
in their athleisure finery, designerwear adorned women exercising with
their chihuahuas in tow, iron-willed
cyclists, and kids following in their
stylish parents’ footsteps. The exclusive
vibe of my fellow hikers was in stark
contrast to the Grand Central Market’s
humble, heartwarming ambience—it
depicted the duality of a city that has
entertained everyone for long.
It had been an activity-filled
morning and I returned to my hotel,
the Millennium Biltmore, to relax
before I could conquer the rest of my
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IT’S FASCINATING HOW A CITY
brimming with movie stars is a
superstar in its own right, birthing
trends by the second with an inherent
flair. Oddly, my first encounter with
Los Angeles’ many charms steered off
the obvious celebrity-spotting jaunts.
It was at the historic (since 1917), food
court-style Grand Central Market—in
the city’s downtown district—where
I had an enlightening brush with
Los Angeles’ vibrant and delicious
cultural diversity. Here was a gourmet
paradise reflecting the multi-ethnic
communities that call this metropolis
home. Michoacán-style carnitas,
Mexican tacos, Vietnamese bánh
mì, Japanese katsu (breadcrumbedfried meat or vegetables) sandwiches,
Salvadoran pupusas (stuffed flatbread),
artisanal coffee, and classic American
lobster rolls—all vying to be tasted!
As an ode to LA’s Spanish founders, I
opted for a round of tostadas at Tacos
Tumbras a Tomas for breakfast. And
followed that up with a burrito—after
all, I needed the carb overload for
where I was headed next.
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By ANANYA BAHL

itinerary. Interesting fact: It was here
that the Academy Awards® were first
conceptualised, proving it’s true that
filmdom history whispers from almost
every corner of Los Angeles.
True to theme, my next stop was
the renowned Hollywood Boulevard.
I was scheduled for a guided tour
of the Dolby Theatre—the grand
home of The Oscars. The guide took
our group through the sprawling
1,80,000-square-foot cinema, showed
us an Oscar statuette, and pictures
of past winners and iconic moments.
As part of a fun quiz, she asked us

to name the movie for which Julia
Roberts won an Oscar. I was the only
one who answered correctly. (Most
people assume it to be Pretty Woman.
Can you guess which one it is? See the
answer at the end of the article). After
the tour, I headed to the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, encountering several
buskers, mimics, and artistes dressed
as famous superheroes on the way.
Selfies with the ‘stars’ dotting this
sidewalk are mandatory: I got mine
with Jack Black, Martin Scorsese, and
Shrek! To end the day, I ate where
celebs love to get their occasional fix of
calories: In-n-Out Burger on Sunset
Boulevard. I tucked into possibly the
best fries and cheeseburger I have ever
tasted, and wondered how else LA
could surprise me.
As it turns out, the city has many
more tricks up its sleeve! The next
part of my trip was spent in Venice,
an eclectic beach-town located on Los
Angeles’ Westside. This bohemian
enclave abounds with hippies,
artists, fortune-tellers, and all kinds
of eccentric performers. I decided
to acquaint myself with the area by
hiring a cycle and cruising down its
Ocean Front Walk, which leads to the
Santa Monica Pier. I rode past shops
selling avant-garde antiques, curios,

tie-dye clothing, as well as dog walkers
(with at least five mutts on leash!),
and skateboarders. It was the US$2
fish tacos at one of the many stands
that made me stop for a delicious
bite. A friendly souvenir shop owner
pointed out the building atop which
my favourite band, the Red Hot
Chili Peppers, filmed their music
video for The Adventures of Rain
Dance Maggie. Of the many murals
dotting this area, the one with Arnold
Schwarzenegger flexing his muscles is
a must-see! It was a magical day.
The next morning, I battled the
Pacific Ocean’s waves by attempting
surfing lessons with the Fun Surf LA
School. Ravenous after the experience,
I headed to Abbot Kinney Boulevard,
considered the ‘Coolest Block in
America’. High-end boutiques,
minimalist, whitewashed buildings,
towering palm trees, and uber-chic
residents: this place has it all. A
health-conscious meal of avocado
tikka and kale hummus at Plant
Food + Wine hit the spot.
That evening, as I sat at Venice
Beach, watching the city twinkle on
the horizon, my heart began to hum,
just like La La Land’s Sebastian Wilder
sang: ‘City of stars, are you shining just
for me…?’ I was spellbound.
*Answer: Erin Brockovich

GETTING THERE
Fly to Los Angeles with Vistara’s codeshare
partners Air Canada and British Airways.
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The Many Colours

of Jaipur

Clockwise from left: Pink-hued façade of the
Hawa Mahal; Gorgeous blue and white interiors of
the City Palace; Perfect reflection of Amer Fort in
Maota Lake; Gardens of Sheesh Mahal, Amer Fort.

While evoking visions of royalty and
romance, Jaipur is blessed with an
intrinsic sense of style and panache
that effortlessly entices all who
enter her inviting land.
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BY ANITA RAO KASHI
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AMONG ALL THE EPITHETS THAT
many Indian cities have earned for
themselves, Jaipur probably has
the prettiest and most endearing
one—the Pink City—in recognition
of its iconic pink stucco buildings
casting a rosy hue over the landscape.
Redolent with royalty, heritage, and
enchantment, Rajasthan’s capital is,
possibly, the ultimate city for romance
and adventure. Not surprisingly, it
expresses a distinctive flamboyance
in its many offerings—historical
treasures, bustling shopping scene,
delectable cuisine, and even forest
trails—sure to attract all visitors.

Visionary Designs
Jaipur is an antiquity lover’s dream
come true! The historic centre,
packed with centuries-old heritage
monuments, is awe-inspiring. The

grand 18th-century City Palace,
a sprawling complex, exhibits a
dazzling amalgamation of Rajput
and Mughal architectural styles in
its many gardens and edifices. The
intricately carved Mubarak Mahal,
now converted into a textile museum,
and the charming Chandra Mahal, a
seven-storey mansion, are exceptional
in their grace and opulence. One can
easily spend half a day just exploring
the many structural masterpieces
here. Just around the corner from this
grand palace is the world renowned,
terracotta-hued Hawa Mahal (Palace
of Breeze), made of red sandstone
and featuring 953 windows! Also
nearby is Jantar Mantar, a remarkable
astronomical observatory built in the
18th century to measure time, predict
eclipses, and track planetary positions.
It also hosts the world’s largest

sundial, along with several geometric
instruments used to determine
celestial coordinate systems. It’s a
truly remarkable sight.
The architectural treasures of a
princely state like Rajasthan, but of
course, include many forts, as well.
Jaipur alone has two. Towards the
north of the city is Nahargarh Fort,
built in the mid 18th century and
part of the region’s defence system.
While comparatively small, it offers
spectacular panoramic views of
Man Sagar Lake and the city. More
rewarding and impressive, however,
is the majestic Amer or Amber
Fort. Located at the top of a hill
and overlooking Maota Lake, this
massive, red-sandstone and marble
edifice showcases a mix of Rajput
and Mughal architectural styles with
its large ramparts, wide cobbled
paths, mammoth gates, and beautiful
gardens. The fort is spread across four
levels, each of which has a spacious
courtyard, exquisite pillars and arches,
beautiful sculptures, lavish carvings
and jaali work, frescoes, and murals.
The glittering mirrors and colourful
glass mosaics of Sheesh Mahal (Mirror
Palace) are a sight to behold! Set in
the middle of Man Sagar Lake, the
serenely picturesque Jal Mahal
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Clockwise from left:
Assortment of colourful bangles in Johari
Bazaar; Picturesque setting of Jal Mahal in Man
Sagar Lake; A leopard quenching its thirst at
Jhalana Wildlife Sanctuary; Enigmatic stone
statues in Central Park; Appetising dish
of fiery laal maas with Indian breads.

(Water Palace) is, arguably, one of the
most beautiful palaces in the world.
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It’s a well-known fact that Jaipur is
home to a profusion of distinctive
tastes, clothing styles, accessories,
and cuisines that seem to tempt all
that enter her welcoming environs.
A shopper’s paradise, the old city,
especially, has a warren of vibrantly
colourful streets selling a wide
range of items, such as handicrafts,
antiques, jewellery, semi-precious
and precious gems, pottery, carpets,
textiles, metalwork, leatherware, and
more. In addition to the all-in-one
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Fashionably Flavourful

bazaars, Jaipur, as with most cities
with a rich past, has age-old markets
known for specific products. These
seem to line the walls of every shop
in that neighbourhood in a colourful
extravaganza. For instance, the
famous Johari Bazaar is renowned
for its traditional jewellery; Tripolia
Bazaar is the main centre for glass
and lac bangles, as well as silver
jewellery; Nehru Bazaar features
stunning mojaries and jutis (types of
shoes); Chandpole Bazaar boasts an
amazing selection of handicrafts and
puppets; while Amer Road showcases
elegant blue pottery. Of course, there
are several modern retail options, too.
The upscale C-Scheme district, which
houses an array of boutiques and
premium stores such as Nila House,
Suvasa, and RASA, is certain to satiate
the most discerning fashion appetite.
Speaking of appetites, there’s
no doubting the excellence and
abundance of versatile flavours on
offer in this equally versatile city. The
immensely popular Lakshmi Misthan
Bhandar in Johari Bazaar is known
for its snacks and sweets, as well as its
special Rajasthani fare and famous

dal baati churma (a spicy lentils dish
with wheat rolls). Must-trys here
include gatte ki sabzi (gravy-based
gram-flour dish), bajra roti, khichri
(a rice and lentils dish) and the thali.
Rawat Kachori, close to the bus
stand, is famed for its lip-smacking
onion kachoris. For the best laal
maas (spicy mutton gravy) in town,
there’s no place better than the Handi
Restaurant. Although the spice factor
of the dish is quite high! The lavish
Rajasthani thali at Surya Mahal at
the Oberoi Rajvilas is an experience
in itself. As are the other local dishes
on offer here, such as mirch ki kadhi
(a green chilli gravy), Jodhpuri laal
maas, shikar gosht (mutton dishes),
and junglee murgi (a chicken dish).

Tastefully Natural
Jaipur can at once enthral and
overwhelm. However, due to
intelligent city planning and natural
settings, there are many quiet nooks
and peaceful spaces, as well. Central
Park is one such place. While it has
nothing in common with the one in
New York, Jaipur’s version is centrally
located and sprawling, nevertheless.

It has jogging and walking tracks, a
musical fountain, and an assortment
of statues that make for interesting
conversation starters. The pretty
Sisodia Rani Bagh, where the eye
is drawn to the magnificent palace
in the centre, and the surrounding
multi-level gardens, fountains, and
pavilions, has been aesthetically
designed to create a pleasantly
peaceful ambience.
The outskirts of the city are
blessed with forested areas, rich in
wildlife and dotted with ancient
structures. Among these, the mighty
Nahargarh Fort and the ruins of the
Achrol Fort overlook the verdant
Aravalli Range. Nearby, Jhalana
Wildlife Sanctuary, known for its
leopards, is a paradisiacal jungle
escape, home to peacocks, deer, and
other wild fauna.
A vision in pinks, greens, blues
and many other hues, Jaipur is truly
mesmerising from every angle.
GETTING THERE
Vistara has daily direct flights between Jaipur
and Mumbai.
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Majestic ramparts of
Carrickfergus Castle.

ROAD TRIPPIN’ IN
NORTHERN IRELAND
The Causeway Coastal Route is a picturesque, 212-kilometrelong adventure along the northerly coast of Northern Ireland.
On my maiden visit there, I discovered fairy tale-like castles,
mythical glens, mysterious caves, pristine beaches,
Game of Throne filming locations, dramatic cliff-face
walks, rope bridges, legends, and some of the most
scenic wonders one can ever hope to experience.
BY JOANNA LOBO

LONDONDERRY

GIANT'S
CAUSEWAY

CARRIK-A-REDE
ROPE BRIDGE

BUSHMILLS
DISTILLERY
WHITEROCKS
THE DARK
BEACH
HEDGES

CAVES OF CUSHENDUN

GLENARIFF FOREST

CAUSEWAY COASTAL ROUTE MAP

NORTHERN IRELAND

THE GOBBINS
CARRICKFERGUS

BELFAST

Aerial view of the winding Causeway
Coastal Route, one of the most
scenic roads in Europe.
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BALLINTOY HARBOUR
DUNLUCE CASTLE
PORTRUSH

MY JOURNEY BEGINS IN BELFAST, MUCH
like that of the infamous RMS Titanic.
Instead of a luxury liner, however, I have
a luxury sedan, and steering it is Billy
Scott, my informative guide. As we reach
the outskirts of Belfast, he points out
the Cave Hill, home to a cliff named
Napoleonʼs Nose, because it apparently
bears a striking resemblance to the French
emperorʼs profile! The hill is widely believed
to be the inspiration behind Jonathan
Swiftʼs Gulliverʼs Travels. I hope it provides
me inspiration to write, as well!
An hour later, we reach what Scott called
a “wee seaside town”, Carrickfergus. One of
the oldest settlements in Northern Ireland, it
is dominated by the imposing Carrickfergus
Castle. A popular wedding venue today, in
its heyday, this mighty structure withstood
invasions from the French, English, and
Scottish armies. As with Belfast, this town
has links to the Titanic, too—the ill-fated
ship anchored overnight at the coast here.
A more famous story is related to a former
resident, Thomas Millar, an assistant deck
engineer on the ship. Before leaving for his
journey, Millar gave both his young sons two
pennies with instructions not to use them
until he returned. Millar died at sea. His son,
journalist and author Ruddick Millar, never
used his pennies, and a plaque outside his
cottage bears the saying: ʻTwo pennies light,
a starlit nightʼ. Teeming with history and
architecture, Carrickfergus is proving to be
an ideal start to the Coastal Route!
The road stretches ahead of us, open
and inviting, as we move on to Whitehead, a
charming Victorian railway village marked
by a row of colourful houses dotting the
promenade, with splendid views of the Irish
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Waves crash against the rocks
below The Gobbins, a unique
cliff-lined walkway.
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The hexagonal stones of
Giant’s Causeway are a truly
mesmerising sight.

I m a ge co ur tesy of To u ri s m I re la nd

The dark and mysterious caves
of Cushendun feature in the
Game of Thrones series.

Sea. I soon realised, this was a tranquil
prelude to what lay ahead.

Edge of the World

One of the world’s most dramatic walks, The
Gobbins on the Islandmagee Peninsula is a
three-kilometre-long path running along the
base of the cliffs, and even underwater via
a tunnel in a cave below sea level! Since it’s
not to be ventured onto lightly, all tours are
guided. My guide here, Barbara, hands me
hard boots and a hard hat to change into,
to better weather the conditions. It’s a crisp
cold morning but soon, I'm sweating as
we walk up steep stone steps, around the
edges of limestone and black basalt cliffs
and onto new iron bridges. We pass over a
natural aquarium and look at the bobbing
bums of nesting puffins in crevices.
Cormorants fly above us. Waves crash
below us. In the far distance, I can see
the coast of Scotland. We make our way
through a 22-metre-long tunnel that takes
us below sea level. All the while, Barbara
tells us stories of how the path was created
to encourage tourism and travel by rail and
the thousands of shipwrecks hidden in the
sea. It's an invigorating walk! And it whets
my appetite for the journey ahead.
The mesmerising beauty of the Irish
countryside is on full display along the
Coastal Route. We pass lush pastures with
grazing sheep, stone houses with thatched
roofs, and windmills in the distance. Quaint
coastal towns offer memorable experiences.
In Cushendall, I spot a stone ‘curfew tower’
owned by the man who built the village—he
used it to spy on all the streets!
We grab a quick bite at lunchtime at
Cushendun, a seaside village home to one of
the smallest pubs in Ireland. For many, the
Causeway Coastal Route is a roadmap to
finding Game of Thrones filming locations.
The book and TV series that eased its way
into millions of minds was shot across
the extraordinarily atmospheric coastline,
making it dense with spots straight out
of the mythical Seven Kingdoms. And the
pretty village of Cushendun, especially its
mysterious caves, served as one of the
prime locations for the famous show!
My next stop is a true indication of
nature’s awe-inspiring architecture. The
Giant’s Causeway is a UNESCO World
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Clockwise from left:
The Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge offers
breathtaking views of the horizon; Serene
environs of Whiterocks Beach; Enchantingly
romantic ruins of Dunluce Castle.

Heritage site made up of 40,000 hexagonal
basalt columns, some almost 40 feet tall!
Scientifically, it is the result of a volcanic
eruption, approximately 50 to 60 million
years ago. The non-scientific explanation
has to do with a fight between an Irish giant
named Finn McCool and a Scottish giant
called Benandonner. According to legend,
an irate Finn tore up chunks of the coast
and threw it into the sea to create a path
to Scotland. On reaching there, he realised
Benandonner was larger than him and
retreated. Later, when Benandonner came
to Ireland to fight Finn, the latter’s wife
disguised her husband as a baby. Scared
by the baby’s size and potential size of its
father, Benandonner beat a hasty retreat,
tearing up much of the causeway to keep
his distance.
My first glimpse of the solidified
lava columns renders me awestruck.
The remarkable basalt structures, each
a perfect hexagon, are overwhelmingly
stunning and awe-inspiring!

Heritage Marvels
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While the Route ends in Londonderry, my
journey ends a few stops before, at Portrush.
As destinations go, this harbour town has

it all. I walk by the seafront, admiring what
is the largest amusement park in Northern
Ireland, browing the shops, admiring the
Victorian architecture, and hiking up a hill
with a spectacular sunset view.
The next morning, I set out early,
making my way back up the route I had
travelled thus far to tick off the places I
had missed seeing. Fortunately, most were
within easy driving distance. My first stop
is Whiterocks Beach, a uniquely beautiful
stretch set along unusual, white limestone
cliffs, home to several caves, arches, and
inlets. I sink my toes into the cool white sand
and hunt for smooth pebbles. My mission
accomplished, we move on to Dunluce
Castle, an abandoned medieval castle that
was closed at the time, but is still incredibly
impressive even from a distance. Dating
back to the 14th century, the romantic ruins
are truly a sight to behold!
As we drive on further, Scott points out
more places that featured in the Game of
Thrones. A narrow winding road leads us to
Ballintoy Harbour, a rugged fishing village,
which, along with the Dunluce Castle ruins,
were part of the Iron Islands, the home
of the Greyjoy family in GoT. Nearby, the
spectacular Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge is
an experience in itself! Connecting to the
tiny island of Carrickarede, it stretches
20 metres across, and hangs 30 metres
above the stones and the sea below.
I make my way back to Portrush, but
with one final stop at Bushmills, the oldest
licensed distillery in the world, dating back
to 17th century. I'm unable to get a tour
and so, contend myself with admiring the
building and exploring its whisky selection
at the shop. The legendary character of
the lush, rugged setting and its smooth
offerings seem the ideal end to my journey.
I feel at peace in this blissful land.
GETTING THERE
Fly to Belfast with Vistara's codeshare partner
British Airways and interline partner KLM.
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Clockwise from far left: MWS’s embroidery
centre in Mijwan; Samridhi centre run by MWS;
Library at Shri Kaifi Azmi Girls’ Inter College;
Associate Dean of the University of
Southampton interacts with students at the
Shri Kaifi Azmi Girls’ Inter College.

local health authorities to start
the ‘COVID Rahat’ programme to
accelerate vaccinations in villages,
boost Covid-19 relief facilities, and
support migrants by providing ration
kits and livelihood opportunities.
Manish Malhotra with the MWS team
at the Mijwan Fashion Show 2022.

RURAL RENAISSANCE

The lateThe
Kaifilate
Azmi
with
his with
daughter,
actress
Kaifi
Azmi
his daughter,
actress Shabana Azmi.
Actress Deepika Padukone walks the ramp at
the Mijwan Fashion show 2022.

The Mijwan Welfare Society was founded by esteemed Urdu poet
Kaifi Azmi with a vision to empower the village he called home.
Today, this Uttar Pradesh-based foundation has changed the lives
of the people—especially women—not only in Azmi’s native Mijwan
but also the surrounding countryside communities.
By AAKRITI JASWANT

Charity Begins At Home
Over two decades ago, renowned
Urdu poet Kaifi Azmi left Mumbai
for his ancestral village, Mijwan, to
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convalesce from a paralytic stroke.
There, he was disheartened to see
that his birthplace lacked proper
roads, electricity, and access to schools
and healthcare. It also faced grave
gender inequality. A firm believer in
the power of economic and social
progress, he founded the Mijwan
Welfare Society (MWS) in 1993
and envisioned a developed and
equitable future for his village. His
daughter and president of MWS,
celebrated actor Shabana Azmi,
says, “MWS is one man’s vision, one
man’s mission, and that man was my
father. He believed that for India to
make real progress, we need to turn
to our villages… and place women
and the girl child at the centre of
development.” Today, Mijwan has
concrete roads, electricity, and

educational and training facilities.
Moreover, MWS has branched out
and works in over 450 villages of
11 districts in UP, changing the lives
of more than seven lakh people.
Let’s look at some of their
pathbreaking programmes.
Initiatives That Spur Change
Kaifi Azmi always believed that
the future is female. As such, the
foundation has various institutions
and programmes that empower
women. The Kaifi Azmi Tailoring
and Embroidery Centre was MWS’s
first initiative. This livelihood centre
began by teaching one woman the
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INDIAN CULTURE HAS ITS ROOTS IN
its villages. The bucolic locations
are centres of harmonious
brotherhood, sustainable lifestyle,
and indigenous arts. They also hold
immense potential for growth and
opportunities. Despite being home
to a majority of India’s population,
however, they are often relegated to
the fringes of developmental policies.
The rural populace, nevertheless,
yearns for change. Mijwan was one
such village in the Azamgarh district
of Uttar Pradesh (UP) that faced such
issues—until the efforts of one man
turned things for the better.

skill of chikankari embroidery. Today,
nearly 600 women have enrolled
at the centre and earn an average
of `3,500 per month. Sanyogita
Prajapati, the first woman beneficiary
of this scheme and now a board
member of MWS, states, “It gives
me great pride to share that the
women of MWS are taking care of
their household expenses and are
financially independent through
support from MWS.” Most notably,
the NGO has promoted their work by
collaborating with famous designer
Manish Malhotra. With the help of
the annual Mijwan Fashion Show
and the designer’s continual support,
MWS presents these women artisans’
chikankari work, giving them a global
platform to showcase their talent.
In addition, the Shri Kaifi Azmi Girls’
Inter College in Mijwan supports
the education of girls from poor
and marginalised communities. At
present, 296 girls study here, and
it is the only school up to class 12
for girls in a five-kilometre radius.
Under Project Saksham, women
entrepreneurs whose businesses

were affected by the pandemic are
identified and supported through
provision of material and equipment.
Currently, 45 women have received
support and are now able to earn
`6,000 to `10,000 per month.
All-Encompassing Agendas
The organisation’s other programmes
include a Kaifi Azmi Computer
Centre that imparts computer
education to rural youth, enabling
them to get technology-related
livelihood options. The Kaifi Azmi
Sports Academy has been set up in
Mijwan to promote athletic activities
like soccer, chess, badminton, and
the martial arts. The aim is to train
the rural youth and equip them
to participate in national- and
international-level tournaments.
They also run a ‘Rozgar Dhaba’, a
community knowledge hub providing
information on government and
health schemes, and local jobs,
thereby minimising unsafe migration
and unemployment. It currently
operates in 12 districts of UP. In
2021, the centre collaborated with

Promising Futures
The society believes in strengthening
the system from the grassroot level
and transforming MWS into a
model development organisation.
Their future plans aim to reach
out to 1 million girls and women
across UP and its surrounding
areas, start an English medium
school from kindergarten to class 12,
establish a skill academy for rural
women entrepreneurs, and work in
collaboration with the local gram
panchayats and government bodies.
MWS’s achievements and potential
are exciting, indeed. And if all goes
well, our country’s heartland may
be the centre of India’s next wave of
change and progress.

WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT
Juguntara, a resident of Bakshpur
village in Azamgarh district, and
Roshni Gautam, joined MWS’s
chikankari embroidery programme
and now fully manage their
respective household expenses.
Juguntara is now also a graduate
and has a computer diploma. They
are both vocal about financial
independence for women from
rural communities.
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THE LAST WORD

Adding
YOU to

ARTIST
EXTRAORDINAIRE
Veteran photographer Dabboo Ratnani tells us about his journey
with the camera, creative process, and favourite destinations.
By ANANYA BAHL
Tell us how you started your
career in photography.

I worked on some in-house fashion
shoots while in college. My peers and
professors appreciated the photographs
and so, I began an apprenticeship with
ace photographer Sumeet Chopra.
Back in the 80s, it was a gutsy move.
He asked me for three years of my time
to learn the ropes. I stayed for four!

I’m great with people, outdoors, and
natural light. When you make people
feel good, they shine in front of the
camera. But lighting is the single
most important thing when you
are shooting landscape shots or
people. Today, any camera—from
20 to 100 megapixel—that isn’t
supported by adequate lighting,
will not produce a good image.

How do you conceptualise your
shots with each celebrity?

I don’t do a thematic calendar. Each
picture has an identity of its own to
highlight the person’s USP. I don’t
believe in binding it together as one
concept, as it must stay fresh for the
entire year. Every page in the calendar
should look different—a mix of
outdoor and indoor shots, contrasts,
colours, lighting, and different ideas.

How did the idea for your nowiconic annual calendar germinate?

Who is the most photogenic
celebrity you have clicked?

It was the December of 1999. Y2K
was the buzzword then and I thought,
what better way to celebrate such
a moment than with a calendar? I
thought I’ll pick my personal best
shots of female actors over the
few years I’d worked and design a
calendar. It received wide praise, and
everyone wondered why nobody else
had thought of anything similar! The
male actors felt left out and so, for
my next calendar (in 2001), I shot
with 12 girls and 12 boys. And we
have continued with it to this day.

Amitabh Bachchan, Ranveer Singh,
and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan. Alia
Bhatt is very bubbly, while Kareena
Kapoor Khan is really photogenic!
Recently, I did a shot with Shah
Rukh Khan in which he’s looking at
me through the ring of a coffee cup
holder—it was a unique frame!
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Some easy photography tips
for our readers?

Try shooting in the first few hours
of the morning or post 5 pm in the
evening. At noon, the light is too harsh.
If you’re clicking a selfie, try going into
a shadow area (for example, under a
tree) if the light is not working. For
food pictures, don’t click with a direct
light on top and avoid the flash.
What’s next for Dabboo Ratnani?

Fashionable destinations you love
to photograph?

New York City, Dubai, and South
Africa. In India, Rajasthan, Kerala,
and the Taj Falaknuma Palace in
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Hyderabad. Kolkata has an amazing
vibe—I love the lakes, coffee houses,
and streets!

I’m working on my next calendar.
My shoots with John Abraham,
Akshay Kumar, and Boman Irani will
release soon. Follow my updates on
Instagram @dabbooratnani.
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What is your photography style?

YOUrself!
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