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JUST LIKE THAT, SEVEN YEARS HAVE FLOWN 
by, quite literally. We, at Vistara, are 
thrilled to be celebrating seven years 
in the skies and this special issue is 
a testament to that. As an airline, we 
have come a long way from where 
we started—redefining the way 
India flies—with what we like to 
refer to as ‘the new feeling of flying’. 
Within a short span of seven years, 
we have become a force to reckon 
with, consistently providing five-star 
service, a reliable and safe flying 
experience and unmistakable Indian 
hospitality, packaged in a world-
class product. 

During our time in the skies, we 
pioneered several firsts in the Indian 
aviation industry—we introduced 
the concept of premium economy 
in India, launched the country’s 
fastest-rewarding frequent flyer 
programme and inducted India's 
first Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner. 
We were the first Indian airline 
to offer Wi-Fi on board and, on a 
more indulgent note, we were the 
first ones to serve freshly brewed 
Starbucks Coffee at 35,000 feet. 

Underpinning our story is an 
unmatched heritage in aviation. We 
come from a strong legacy of aviation 
pioneers, namely JRD Tata, who 
founded Tata Airlines—we’ve even 
painted one of our aircraft in this 
vintage livery. Enjoy this snippet of 
nostalgia in our photo essay, specially 
compiled for this anniversary issue.

We also asked some city insiders 
to give us their insights into cities 
like Paris, Jodhpur, Colombo and 
Varanasi, among others. Bookmark 
this story if you want to experience 
these places from the eyes of a local. 
Our regular feature, Luxe Picks, 
is this time a larger spread. From 
gadgets to grooming essentials, we 
bring you the most coveted luxury 
products that you need to get your 
hands on! 

And finally, we’ve got a host of 
industry leaders and influential 
voices from across the country who 
sent in their best wishes for us.

We thank you for your 
continued patronage and we hope 
to consistently be your airline of 
choice. In the meanwhile, sit back 
and enjoy this special issue, which we 
absolutely loved curating for you.

THE INFLIGHT MAGAZINE
The 7th Anniversary Issue 
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- Team Vistara

1 
Parisian pâtisseries you'll fall in 
love with

2 
Dreamy hotels for a memorable 
getaway with your partner

3 
Fascinating gems of the 
breathtaking  Blue City of India

VIST-0122-EditNote.indd   1VIST-0122-EditNote.indd   1 03/01/22   8:52 PM03/01/22   8:52 PMUntitled-2   1 02/12/21   7:05 PM



2 / / JANUARY 2022

C O N T E N T S
T H E  A N N I V E R S A R Y  I S S U E

62
Suitcase
Hotels
Plan your next getaway to these 
romantic hotels.

68
Escape
Canvas
A retrospective of seven 
years.

74
Community
Towards the greater good.

76
Voices
Best wishes from industry 
leaders.

@airvistara @vistara Vistara - TATA SIA Airlines Ltd.@vistara

ON THE COVER Vistara employees 
celebrate the 7th anniversary.

Downtown Colombo

The new Mercedes-Benz S Class

VIST-0122-Contents_Final.indd   2VIST-0122-Contents_Final.indd   2 03/01/22   9:06 PM03/01/22   9:06 PM Untitled-4   1 22/12/21   5:42 PM



4 / / JANUARY 2022

C O N T E N T S

DISCLAIMER:
While this issue might inspire you to travel, we ask that you thoroughly 

research the destination and its regulatory pre-requisites, and travel only 
if it is safe to do so. Please continue to cooperate with government 

advisories for the safety of yourself and your co-travellers.
Pages labelled as Advertorial are promotional articles.

Hotel suites for a 
romantic getaway

Our seven-year journey

INSIDERʼS GUIDE
30 A Jodhpur local tells us 
what to do in the Blue City.

34 A Colombo fashionista 
shares her food and design 
recommendations in the city. 

38 A celebrity pastry chef 
takes us on a pâtisserie tour
of Paris.

43 Put these things on your 
itinerary for your next visit to 
Dehradun. 

46 A food tour through 
Varanasiʼs lanes.

54 Check out Bengaluruʼs 
lesser-known locales waiting 
to be discovered.

58 A Dubai insider shares her 
suggestions and checklist.

LUXE PICKS
10 Tech essentials for the 
corporate traveller.

14 Luxury cars that are 
trending in the market.

18 The latest novelties from 
the world of horology.

22 Grooming picks for the 
frequent traveller.
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Vistara is the registered trademark of TATA 
SIA Airlines Limited (ʻTSALʼ). All rights 
reserved. Printed at Kala Jyothi Process 
Pvt. ltd., S.No. 185, Kondapur Village, 
Serilingampally Municipality, Ranga Reddy 
District, Hyderabad - 500 133.
The writing, artwork and/or photography 
contained herein may not be used or 
reproduced without the express written 
permission of Burda/TSAL. Burda/TSAL 
does not assume any responsibility for 
loss or damage of unsolicited products, 
manuscripts, photographs, artwork, 
transparencies or other materials. The 
views expressed in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the publisher or TSAL. 
All efforts have been made while compiling 
the content of this magazine, but TSAL/
Burda assume no responsibility for the 
effects arising therefrom. Burda/TSAL 
does not assume any liability for services 
or products advertised herein.

www.airvistara.com

C O N T R I B U T O R S

POOJA DHINGRA
Mumbai-based Dhingra is a 
pastry chef and the  founder of 
Le15 patisserie. Find her on 
Instagram @poojadhingra

AVIJIT SINGH
Jodhpur-based hotelier 
Singh is part of Rajasthan’s 
next-gen of boutique 
hoteliers. His Instagram 
handle is @avirohet

NIVEDITA PAWAR 
Mumbai-based Pawar is a 
travel journalist and former 
magazine editor. Look her up 
on Instagram @justnivedita 

PRACHI JOSHI
Mumbai-based Joshi ditched her 
fi nance job to pursue her passion 
for travel writing. Find her on 
Instagram @delishdirection

BINDU GOPAL
Bengaluru-based Gopal is a writer 
and photographer, and is always on 
the lookout for unusual spaces to 
go birdwatching. Check out her 
blog at bindugopalrao.com

ANJULI FLAMER CALDERA
Colombo-based Caldera is the 
founder of fashion and lifestyle 
talent management fi rm, The 
Agency Sri Lanka. Find her on 
Instagram as @anjulifc

@airvistara @vistara@vistara Vistara - TATA SIA Airlines Ltd

LEKHA MENON
Kerala-based Menon is a 
journalist and editor with 
experience in India and the UAE.  
She is on Instagram as 
@lekhamenon31
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WHATʼS UP ON SOCIAL?
Tune into all the Vistara chatter on social media.

@airvistara @vistara@vistara Vistara - TATA SIA Airlines Ltd.

15/12/2021, 14:28 Peaches.On.Road on Instagram: "Traveling – it leaves you speechless, then turns you into a storyteller.. . . @vistara makes my journey so …

https://www.instagram.com/p/CWaDV9RIzwL/ 1/2

peaches.on.road

• Follow

Above and Beyond

Liked by and 136 othersvistara

Traveling – it

leaves you speechless, then turns

you into a storyteller..

.

.

@vistara makesmy journey so

memorable and I always look

forward to flying with them.

.

.

.

.

peaches.on.road

NOVEMBER 18

Add a comment…

More posts from peaches.on.road
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@AnkurSaini

@peaches.on.road

@Talataziz

#TAG US IN
GET SOCIAL WITH US
Tag us on social media, add #vistara and you could 
stand a chance to be featured in the Vistara infl ight 
magazine
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L U X E P I C K S GIZMOS

FOR YOUR BUSINESS TRIPS
Swap your bulky laptop for the powerful Apple iPad Air, 
paired with the ultra-practical Magic Keyboard. The iPad 
Air is the perfect accompaniment to your work trips 
when you need a powerful device to work on the go, 
without the bulk of a laptop. Powered by the A14 Bionic 
chip, it magnetically slaps onto the Magic Keyboard with 
its own trackpad and even supports the Apple Pencil, 
which is ideal to jot notes and edit documents; it even 
transforms your handwriting into text. Within its sleek 
proportions, the iPad Air is powerful enough to let you 
edit 4K videos. It lets you multitask thanks to seamless 
switching between apps and boasts an impressive 
battery life. Most importantly, in today’s context, this 
device has an enhanced camera and microphone system 
to make those virtual meetings look as real as possible. 
And the amazing Liquid Retina display is definitely 
worth a mention. Price: `54,900 
Apple.com

VACATION ESSENTIAL
If you enjoy chronicling your travels, make sure you 
get your hands on the all-new GoPro Hero10 Black. 
The iconic adventure camera’s latest iteration is its 
most powerful yet with some amazing stability and 

faster interface. Simply pop it into your travel bag and 
get ready to shoot 5.3K videos that boast twice the 

frame rate; make underwater videos or shoot stunning 
content from your bike or car. Given the impressive 
HyperSmooth 4.0 video stabilisation feature, you’ll 

see instant results. What’s more, the Hero10 Black can 
take 23MP photos and can withstand a depth of 33 feet 

underwater. The TimeWarp and slow-motion features 
are our favourite. The best part, this camera lets you 
upload your content directly to the cloud as soon as 

you plug it in to charge. An adventure camera worth the 
purchase! Price: `54,500

GoPro.com

THE 
ANNIVERSARY 

EDIT
We’ve compiled a list of our favourite objects of 
desire from the world of automobiles, horology, 

gadgets and grooming. For gifting or 
self-indulgence, we absolutely love these 

high-end essentials.
by RIAAN JACOB GEORGE AND

MIKHAIL GOMES
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SOUND SPACE
We’re crushing on the Focal Stellia high-end 

headphones, which are not only extremely 
good looking but also deliver fantastic 

sound quality. The Made in France Stellia 
headphones are constructed using high-

quality full-grain leather on the head curve 
and memory foam on the ear pads that offer 
exceptional comfort and adjust according to 

the size of your face. The highly engineered 
speaker drivers, with a frameless 100 

per cent copper voice coil deliver perfect 
sound quality and exceptional bass. After 
a couple of hours of playing on a new pair 
of headphones, the speakers stabilise for 

optimum sound quality. Ideal for those 
long flights, when you want to binge on 

your favourite shows streaming from your 
personal device. Price: `2,99,999

focal.com

HOME THEATRE FIX
When you’re itching to convert your living room into one of those fancy theatre-like spaces, all you need to do is 

attach a high-end sound system to your existing television. Sonos, known for its advanced sound systems, has the 
aptly named Beam (Gen 2), which sits discreetly under your television. This sleek soundbar connects to your home 

WiFi and operates through an easy user interface on the Sonos app on your phone. The best part: The soundbar 
comes fitted with Dolby Atmos, for a truly immersive sound experience. When not being used as a TV soundbar, 

you can use the Beam as a regular speaker, streaming music through Apple AirPlay. Price: `43,999
Sonos.com

L U X E P I C K S GIZMOS
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L U X E P I C K S CARS

ULTIMATE LUXURY DRIVE 
The German carmaker’s Made-in-India Mercedes-
Benz The New S-Class is the most advanced 
version of this iconic model. The New S-Class 
with its unmistakable svelte stance, seamless 
door handles, stunning 19-inch alloy wheels, and 
technological innovations such as the Car-to-X 
communications system bear testimony to this.
Referred to as the ‘Best Car in the World,' the New 
S-Class has been conceived using a range of AR 
and VR-derived technologies and robots in the 
production process. Safety being a key feature 
here, the car includes a host of Advanced Driver 
Assistance Systems (ADAS) ranging from Active 
Lane Keeping Assist, Active Brake Assist, Blind Spot 
Assist and Active Parking Assist. It also features 
innovative digital lights, which optimise the lights 
based on surrounding conditions. This model also 
debuts the new version of the Mercedes-Benz User 
Experience, replete with five screens on board and 
the ‘Hey Mercedes’ function.  The New S-Class is, in 
our opinion, best enjoyed in the back seat; the Rear 

Screen Entertainment System and in-seat massage 
technology make it an absolute dream to be driven 
around in. The car lets you stream content (read 
Netflix) via the mini HDMI port, which is linked to 
the Burmester 3D surround sound, that is smart 
enough to adjust volume levels to driving conditions. 
At a whopping `1.57 crore for the S 350 d model and 
`1.62 crore for the S 450 4MATIC, the Made in India 
S-Class is a delight.  
mercedes-benz.co.in 
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AFFORDABLE LUXURY 
With the launch of its chic SUV, the Tiguan, Volkswagen India has 
kept up to its promise of releasing four SUVs by the end of 2021.  
In the Indian market, it is available in a 2-litre TSI engine coupled 
with a 7-speed DSG 4MOTION transmission. True to Volkswagen’s 
astute design sensibilities, this car has a very commanding stance 
when seen on the road and it comes fitted with an extremely elegant 
interior, that is all about functionality. We love the large 20.3 cm 
touchscreen infotainment system, which works with gesture control 
and has a very easy user-interface for navigation. The digital cockpit 
is beautifully stylised and is entirely customisable. Other interior 
perks include a three-zone air conditioning system, panoramic 
sunroof, plush leather seats and multiple ambient lights. The Tiguan 
comes with a host of safety features like the anti-lock braking 
system, electronic stability control, hill-start assist, hill descent 
control and more. At `31.99 lakh, Volkswagen’s new Tiguan fits well 
in the affordable luxury segment. 
volkswagen.co.in

ECO-FRIENDLY LUXURY  
We are absolutely in love with Audi’s e-tron Sportback, featuring the Quattro permanent all-
wheel drive. The car has that unmistakable sporty silhouette and sharp curves that you can 
recognise from a mile. Its massive alloy wheels, redesigned LED headlamps, rear spoiler and 
panoramic sunroof make it very good looking on the road. This electric vehicle, one of Audi’s 
many EVs released for the Indian market, promises an electrical range of 359-484kms 
under certain conditions. The car can attain a top speed of 200kmph and sprints from 0 to 
100kmph in an impressive 5.7 seconds. Audi fans will find comfort in the familiar Audi Virtual 
Cockpit, which is, in our opinion, one of the best driver displays in the market. In addition, 
the e-tron Sportback features other interior bells and whistles like the MMI Navigation Plus 
with touch response, music interface in the rear seats, Audi sound system, wireless charging 
box and a smartphone interface. It truly is luxurious in every sense with other elements like 
plush leather seats, a leather steering wheel, and an overall chic cabin layout. The electric 
vehicle comes with charging equipment like a 400 V industrial plug, a charging cable, a wall 
bracket, among others. At `1.18 crore, the Audi e-tron Sportback is worth the splurge.
audi.in 
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HUBLOT BIG BANG 
INTEGRAL BLUE CERAMIC
Ceramic is Hublot’s newest weapon 
of choice in watchmaking’s edge-
of-your-seat innovation game, with 
the Big Bang Blue Ceramic being 
one of three new models in this 
stride. Scratch-resistant, durable 
and light, Hublot’s Ceramic is two 
to three times harder than steel and 
is 30 percent lighter. While being 
an difficult material to machine, 
Hublot managed to craft everything 
from the case to the bezel to the 
strap, all in blue ceramic. Inside 
resides a self-winding HUB1280 
UNICO Manufacture which 
includes a flyback chronograph; its 
skeletal dial shows that off too.
Price: `17,30,100
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VASTU CORRECTIONS 
WITHOUT DEMOLITION

 FOR INDUSTRIES, OFFICES AND HOUSES

Internationally Renowned Vastu Expert Vimal Jhajharia, along with his son Vikas Jhajharia, has created a 
revolution in the field of Vastu Shastra. Their expertise in providing ‘Vastu Remedies without Demolition’ has 
earned them the faith and praise of millions of people in more than 40 countries across the globe. 

Vimal Jhajharia and  Vikas Jhajharia (MBA from Australia) have delivered many lectures, conducted workshops, 
seminars and have widely travelled and provided consultancy on major projects already in operation without 
any changes or modifications. They are currently providing consultancy in the USA, UK, Australia, Canada, 
China, Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, South Africa, UAE, and South America, among others. 

Both of them have been felicitated several times for their outstanding knowledge on Vastu and have also won 
several awards of national and international repute. 

Here is an extract of an interview with them and their 
client testimonials: 

What exactly is your famous Vastu Shankha Yantra and 
how cost-effective is it? 
Based on the principals of vastu, the Vastu Shankha 
Yantra is an original conch shell used to potentially rectify 
any kind of land, vastu or energy defects without making 
any modifications. It can potentially save a lot of time and 
money as it is used to create positive energy in places 
having major Vastu defects without changing the looks 
and beauty of the place. 

Does the Vastu Shankha Yantra really work for 
prosperity in factories and industries? 
Yes, we have a big list of successful clients including 
businessmen, entrepreneurs, doctors, scientists, 
professionals, architects, interior designers, etc giving 
testimonials on our website. Endorsing the Vastu Shanka 
Yantra is industrialist Sushil from New Delhi. He says, 
“My son and I are running a factory but were not getting 
the desired results. We came to know about Vimalji and 

Vikasji through one of their articles in inflight magazines. 
Upon showing them the factory, we immediately realised 
our north was blocked and all the heavy machineries 
were placed along the north wall. We then got the vastu 
shankha yantras placed at certain places on Jhajhariaji’s 
recommendation. Now, every new factory of ours is made 
under their able guidance and we also recommend them 
to all our friends and relatives.” 

Can Vastu Shankha Yantra also help in selling property? 
Yes, we do a lot of vastu correction for buiders and 
developers and also individuals whose properties have 
been stuck from a long time and which is not getting sold 
because of some or the other vastu defect. Vouching for 
the success is Satish from Bangalore who was trying to 
sell his four acres property for two years. When we saw 
the property, we saw it had multiple corners and it was 
not a proper rectangle or a square. We then positively 
charged this property by placing our Vastu Shankha 
Yantras in various corners to help correct the magnetic 
field of the property and hence creating positive energy in 
the atmosphere. 

Vastu Shankh yantra ‘ A divine gift from 
The great Himalayan Saint, 

Swami Murghanand Ji’

Awarded the ‘Best International Vastu Guru’ in Thailand 
by Bollywood Queen Kangana Ranaut.

What is Vastu? 

Vastu is a protection against 
unforseen circumstances. It 
is used to increase personal 
energy in health, wealth and 

relationships of a person

What are benefits of vastu 
shankha remedy?

In an office it is used in north 
to increase money inflow. In a 

house it is used in east direction 
for better health and relationship 

among family members.

For Further Details Contact Mr. Vikas Jhajharia on +91 - 9839704470, +91 - 7388578888 and +91 - 6393744022
e-mail: enquiry@vastukalp.com Website: www.vastukalp.com

FB: www.facebook.com/Vastukalp; Instagram: Vastukalp_vikasjhajharia

ADVERTORIAL

‘Awarded in Dubai as the Most Influential Vastu Expert 
under 50 years of age’. 

Vimal Jhajharia along with his son 
Vikas Jhajharia’
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ZENITH DEFY XTREME 
Watchmaking lies at the crossroad 
of art and the marvels of micro-
engineering—that’s why, it would 
only be fi tting to put that mechanical 
elegance on display. Zenith’s newest 
Defy, the ‘Xtreme’ embraces that 
idea. To put it simply, the ‘Xtreme’ 
is essentially a buff ed up DEFY, 
considerably upping up the ante. The 
45-mm case houses an El Primero 
9004 automatic chronograph 
movement that’s precise to 1/100th 
of a second. The matte-fi nished 
and micro-blasted case delivers a 
smart monolithic look. Accuracy, 
toughness, and pure skeletal glory, 
that’s Zenith for you.
Price: `18,83,400

PANERAI LUMINOR CHRONO 
LUNA ROSSA
Quick hello to all the Luna Rossa 
fans reading this. And yes, you’re in 
for a real horological treat this year. 
Limited to just 1000 pieces, Panerai 
taps into the adrenaline of nautical 
racing. Having its heart in the open 
oceans and a passion for precision 
performance, unite over a special 
edition Luminor Chronograph. Its 
44-mm steel brushed case houses 
an automatic P.9200 chronograph 
movement with a 42-hour power 
reserve. Up top, that rich blue dial 
boasts a satiné soleil fi nishing. 
Adding a sporty touch, ‘Luna Rossa’ 
marks its presence on its bi-material 
rubber strap.
Price: `7,20,000

BVLGARI OCTO ROMA 
WORLDTIMER
At the heart of Bvlgari, you’ll fi nd 
Italianism, disruption and boldness. 
On the surface, their watches are 
intimately artistic, yet underneath, a 
deep mechanical mastery is at play. 

Their new Octo Roma Worldtimer is 
simply a testament to that. Designed 
for globetrotters, it off ers instant 
reading of the time in 24 cities. From 
Rome to Rio De Janeiro, it’s a world-
clock on your wrist. Using a BVL257 
Mechanical self-winding movement, 
it boasts a 42-hour power reserve. It 
comes cased in stainless-steel with a 
regal blue sunburst dial. Here’s one 
piece that’s functionally fundamental 
and elegant at the same time. 
Price: On Request  
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KAMA HIMALAYAN DEODAR FACE 
CLEANSER FOR MEN
A deep facial cleanse might sound appealing 
after a long day but it can leave your skin 
dry and feeling tight. Give Kama Ayurvedaʼs 
Himalayan Deodar Face Cleanser For Men 
a try. Formulated with natural oils and 
anti-infl ammatory herbs, the facial cleanser 
hydrates and instantly rejuvenates your 
skin. Use daily for best results. Price: `545
kamaayurveda.com

THE BODY SHOPʼS TEA TREE OIL 
Do you fi nd yourself in a constant battle 
with blemishes? Itʼs time to give The 
Body Shopʼs Tea Tree Oil a shot. This 
product is 100 percent vegan and helps 
reduce blemishes. Apply on any area 
of concern using your fi ngertips or a 
cotton bud and gently pat onto your 
skin. A quick and easy way to banish 
blemishes. Price: `695
thebodyshop.in

ESTÉE LAUDER ADVANCED NIGHT REPAIR 
SYNCHRONIZED MULTI-RECOVERY COMPLEX 
Finding the right serum to address all your skin concerns 
is a lot of work. Try Estée Lauderʼs Advanced Night 
Repair Synchronized Multi-Recovery Complex. It has 
Estée Lauderʼs trademark Chronolux™  Power Signal 
Technology that repairs cell damage, reduces multiple 
signs of ageing and strengthens the skin barrier to 
restore your skin radiance—thereʼs nothing more one 
could ask for. Just a couple of drops on your skin before 
bed, coupled with a moisturiser, and youʼre good to go. 
Price: `3,900
esteelauder.com

KIEHL̓ S ULTRA FACIAL CREAM
Now that you have taken charge of 
your own skincare, you need a powerful 
moisturiser that can repair and 
nourish your skin from daily stress. 
Tried and tested for all-day hydration, 
Kiehlʼs Ultra Facial Cream is infused 
with Squalane (a potent extract). The 
cream is non-greasy, lightweight and 
extremely hydrating so its daily use can 
help to maintain smoother, softer and 
visibly healthy glowing skin. Suitable 
for all skin types. Price: `1,650
kiehls.in
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DERMALOGICAʼS DYNAMIC SKIN 
RECOVERY SPF50 
This moisturiser with high SPF can 
be your new go-to product for skin 
protection. After cleansing and 
toning, apply onto your face and neck 
and witness how smoothly this rich 
product blends into your skin. The 
broad-spectrum moisturiser helps 
combat the appearance of skin ageing, 
boosts skin health and increases 
hydration as well. Price: `5,900
dermalogica.com

NYKAA SKINRX 2% HYALURONIC 
ACID SERUM
The obsession with hyaluronic acid is 
real. The latest on our radar is Nykaa 
SKINRX 2% Hyaluronic Acid Face 
Serum, a daily-use face serum that uses 
a unique, multifaceted formula that 
ensures hydration and seeps through 
the layers of the skin. Curated to treat 
the most common Indian skin concerns, 
this product works well on all skin types. 
Simply dispense 2-3 drops on your 
palm and massage for healthy and 
hydrated skin. Price: `799
nykaa.com

CLINIQUE DRAMATICALLY 
DIFFERENT MOISTURISZING GEL
Looking for an oil-free moisturiser? 
Add Cliniqueʼs Dramatically Diff erent 
Moisturizing Gel to your cart. Its 
lightweight formula maintains oil 
balance and optimum skin hydration, 
giving your oily skin that much 
needed treatment, love and care. The 
moisturiser contains SPF, making it 
ideal for every day use. Price: `950
clinique.in
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THINKING AHEAD
An academician on how the contours of designing and manufacturing are 

changing rapidly and how available technology can be adapted to continue 
with the teaching-learning process

THINKING AHEAD
An academician on how the contours of designing and manufacturing are 

changing rapidly and how available technology can be adapted to continue 
with the teaching-learning process

Design is an integral part of 
our lives, which includes 
among other things the 

ability to understand, develop and 
visually communicate systems, 
processes and environments. Dr. 
Sanjay Gupta, Vice Chancellor, World 
University of Design talks about the 
aim of his institution and more. 

When was the WUD set up?
World University of Design (WUD) 
has been established at Rajiv Gandhi 
Education City, Sonipat, Haryana  
in 2018, under the Haryana Private 
University Act 2006.

What was the objective with which 
the University was set up?
WUD was established to accelerate 
the take-up of design in industrial 
and innovation activities at regional 
and national level. It has a mission to 
grow into a centre of excellence and 
a vibrant hub for creative and design 
education in the country. Over thirty 
professionally-oriented programs 

in art, architecture, fashion, design, 
interior, graphics, animation, etc 
aim to produce designers who 
will jell seamlessly with the work 
environment and readily meet the 
requirements of the fast-growing
global design economy.

What is your USP?
WUD is India’s first and only design 
university, focusing completely 
towards addressing causes while 
upholding global standards of 
design education. It underlines 
the movement of design from 
being purely vocation-oriented to 
becoming academic-oriented; and 
from certificate and diploma stage 
to degree, postgraduate degrees, 
research, and doctoral programmes.

How are you reinterpreting 
educational offerings in the post-
pandemic world?
WUD moved into the online mode 
without breaking a step; and has 
tried to stay a step ahead throughout, 

adopting/integrating every available 
technology and using its óut-of-
the-box thinking’ to ensure that the 
teaching-learning process continues 
as per original plan. We collated and 
shared links to online resources – 
books, magazines, periodicals, blogs 
etc., for additional learning.

ADVERTORIAL

Personalisation is one of the 
defining trends of the digital 
economy that is reshaping 

higher education
—Dr Sanjay Gupta

Vice Chancellor, World University of Design
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Colombo’s 
eclectic design 

charm

Bengaluru’s 
hidden locales

Dubai 
through a 
new lens

A tryst with 
taste in Paris

An alternative 
guide to Jodhpur

Food 
focus on 
Varanasi

 A to-do list 
for Doon

SEVEN GUIDES FOR 
SEVEN CITIES
From Varanasi’s finest street food to Jodhpur’s better-kept 
secrets; from Dubai beyond its glam to a Parisian pâtisserie 
affair; from an unexplored Bengaluru to a perfect by-design 
Colombo—we handpicked seven destinations and got local 
insiders and people in the know to draw a fresh itinerary for 
these cities.
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JODHPUR HAS BEEN MY HOME FOR 
as long as I can remember. I grew 
up in Jodhpur and have seen the 
city evolve manifolds. The way 
I have experienced this city as a 
child, teenager and an adult has 
transformed me in more ways than 
one. In my opinion, Jodhpur is the 
epicentre of Rajasthani culture and 
tradition but it is also where you’ll 
find path-breaking experiences. The 
juxtaposition of the two is what  
makes it so mysterious and appealing 
to explorers.

Here’s my list of recommended 
experiences, from a pure Jodhpuri 
point of view.

Visit the temples in the old city 
A true sight to behold, these are 
mostly unexplored by the tourists 
because they are tucked away and 
take some time to get to. However, 
the level of details, artwork and 
history on the walls of these temples 
is spiritually astounding. The Kunj 
Bihari temple in the old city market, 
Jwalamukhi Mata temple under the 
fort, or the Panchmukhi Hanuman 
temple with its giant statue of 
Hanuman carved into the rock face 
of the Mehrangarh fort are all worth 
a dekko.

Gorge on sumptuous street food
The culture of eating out in Jodhpur 
dates back to more than a century 
ago. Both sweet and savoury 
snacks prepared by various vendors 
throughout the old and now the new 
city are truly spectacular. Jodhpur 
classics like the mirchi vada and 
pyaaz ki kachori as well as the 
namkeens of Jodhpur that are on a 
par with the Bikaner namkeens (run 
by the same families, settled in the 
two cities) are beyond expectation. 
As for sweets, there are numerous 
options including mawa kachoris, 
rabdi ladoos and Chaturbhuj gulab 
jamuns—all, famous and loved across 
the country. There are several shops 
where families have been making 
only one dish for generations and 

Jodhpur 
                           on my mind

Experience the real charm of the bustling Blue City through the 
recommendations of a local to truly appreciate its offerings.

by AVIJIT SINGH

THIS SPREAD
1. A majestic view of the 
Blue City from the 
Mehrangarh fort;
2. All day breakfast: pyaaz 
ki kachori
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There are several shops where families 
have been making only one dish for 

generations and have truly mastered it. 

I N S I D E R’S GUIDE
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have truly mastered it like Mishri 
Lal’s fantastic lassi or Chaturbhuj’s 
amazing gulab jamuns and Jodhpur 
Sweets’ rabri ladoo and ghewars.

Go ziplining
Experience heritage with an 
adrenaline twist. For the more 
adventurous ones among us, the 
zipline behind the Mehrangarh 
Fort—operated by Flying Fox—is a 
fantastic experience. It gives you a 
broad view of the entire city and the 
fort—an experience to remember. 
There are six different lines that 
connect from point to point over the 
hill on which Mehrangarh Fort is 
situated. It even takes you over the 
two lakes and the water reservoirs on 
top of the hill which gives you a sense 
of flying like a bird. 

Take a village safari
Rural Rajasthan at its finest is on 
display in and around Jodhpur. 
The village safari, a concept 
pioneered by the House of Rohet 
back in 1990, is aimed at offering 
an inside view of what life is like 
in Western Rajasthan. The idea 
was to let travellers experience the 
culture, traditions and customs of 
the region by interacting first-
hand with the locals. You’ ll meet 
local tribes like the Bishnois, who 
are the first ecologists of the world 
as well as the Pali village Brahmins 
who have an important part to 
play in the history of the region, 
pre-dating the Rajputs and after 
whom the city of Pali is named. 
You can even witness wildlife with 
blackbuck antelopes found here 
in abundance and a plethora of 
indigenous and migratory birds 
that flock to Marwar throughout 
the year.

Shop for the perfect drape
Jodhpur has a thriving textile 
industry with the finest mirror 
works to amazing dhurries and floor 
covering and the most exquisite 
pashminas—all available here. Buyers 
from all around the world come here 
to source for top brands like Hermés, 
Kenzo and Anthropologie amongst 
others. There are several warehouses 
around the city like Shree Ganesham, 
for instance, that stock every 
measurable textile or those like 
Maharani and Lati Handicraft who 
have a more curated collection. 

Deck it up
Jewellery in Jodhpur is also of 
repute. Both traditional and modern 
collections are inspired by the city’s 
unique style. Here jewellers and 
designers are constantly creating 
something truly special. I would 
recommend Chhatrala Jewels as well 
as Gems and Arts Plaza for their 
fantastic pieces, both traditional 
and contemporary and I am sure 
everyone will find something here.

Explore the folk side
One of the highlights of Jodhpur, 
which has recently gained 
international recognition is 
the Jodhpur RIFF (Rajasthan 
International Folk Festival). A 
celebration of the folk and culture of 
our beloved Rajasthan, it has been 
an inspiration for several other music 
festivals in the country. The RIFF, 
under the patronage of the Maharaja 
of Jodhpur, has put Jodhpur on the 
world map, attracting artists from 
various disciplines from across the 
world. The festival is organised 
around the Mehrangarh Fort and is 
timed to match Sharad Purnima, the 
brightest full moon of the year.  

THIS SPREAD
1. Gearing up for ziplining at Mehrangarh fort; 
2. Get a glimpse into the rural life of the local 
tribes; 3. The RIFF is a celebration of the folk 
and culture of Rajasthan; 4. Catch a traditional 
dance performance during the RIFF; 5. Shop 
for artworks, textile and jewellery
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GIVEN THE NATURE OF MY CAREER, DESIGN 

more or less permeates every aspect of 

my life. There are so many sources of 

inspiration I have the privilege of soaking 

in every day. Sri Lanka may be a small 

island but it is jam-packed with an 

abundance of creative talent and beautiful 

backdrops. Since our little tropical enclave 

is slowly starting to open up, I am sharing a 

succinct insider’s take on the eclectic design 

experiences Colombo has to offer in terms 

of fashion, food and lifestyle. I am happy 

to share snippets of my daily life with 

travellers to this city.

Here’s my ‘not-to-be-missed collection 

of spots in the city’ that I urge you to hit.

SPOT: KIKU COLOMBO
IG: @kikucolombo 

LOCATION: Layards Road, Colombo 5 

ESSENCE: Café, Store and Event Space

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY: KIKU is 

a concept café, designed for those that 

appreciate their surroundings. KIKU’s 

interior invites you in with its soft colour 

palette and neutral tones; all furniture serves 

a purpose, being minimal in its detailing to 

complement the bright open space. 

INSIDER’S POV: The place is versatile 

and dynamic, offering the option to rent out 

the space for private gatherings and creative 

events.  KIKU hosts a creative, Japanese-

inspired fusion café menu. Closeby is Studio 

Eleven (@studioeleven), a local design studio 

co-founded by British designer, Natasha 

Mitchell and Tariq Rahim that seamlessly 

marries classic Asian design aesthetics with 

modern minimalist sensibilities. It is a 

tranquil fashion abode with lots of filtered 

sunlight streaming in. The Shitake Burger, 

Matcha Latte and Rhubarb Doughnuts have 

to be tried. 

SPOT: KIN 
STUDIO
IG: @kingandlois, 

@loislondoninc,  

@lifeofkings.ny

LOCATION: 
3, Ascot Avenue, 

Colombo 5

ESSENCE: 
Retail and sample 

showroom. A relaxed environment that 

invites customers to experience the brands’ 

design process.

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY:  Kin Studio 

creates apparel in an organic way, developing 

collections one piece at a time, embodying 

slow fashion.

INSIDER’S POV: When you walk off 

the humid side lane into the former ballet 

studio, which has now been transformed into 

Kin Studio, it is like walking into a vibrant, 

designer boutique in Soho, New York or 

Carnaby Street, London. You are immediately 

transported into another world. It is like 

a breath of fresh air, when your senses are 

brought to life with all the immaculate 

silhouettes and rich colours dripping off the 

racks. The energy is electric. The dynamic 

duo behind the studio, Radhika Hernandez 

and Rob Heights have carved out a new and 

much-needed design niche in Colombo for 

women and men. They have multiple labels 

to showcase including Lois London, King 

and Lois and Life of Kings, offering styles 

and staples for all occasions. This collective 

of versatile, well-engineered beautiful 

statements will challenge your fashion 

perspective of Colombo. Watch this space as it 

continues to evolve. 

SPOT: DEPARTMENT OF COFFEE
IG: @deptofcoffee.lk

LOCATION: 10A, Philip Gunawardena 

Mawatha,  

Colombo 7

ESSENCE: 
Specialty Coffee

DESIGN 
PHILOSOPHY:  
Minimalist on 

all fronts. Great 

tasting coffee and 

sublime on the 

design front. Contemporary to the core. 

INSIDER’S POV: The well-lit and 

impeccably manicured interior coffee nook 

is a great spot to hit in the afternoon if you 

are looking for a quiet working space away 

from the bustling city. The coffee is made to 

perfection and the staff are super helpful.  

Iced Americano is my go-to coffee always and 

let me tell you they have nailed it. 

SPOT: DAO KRUA THAI
IG: @krua_thai_by_dao

LOCATION: 10, Palm Grove, 

Colombo 3

ESSENCE: Street Thai Food

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY: A comfortable 

and relatable space fashioned to offer a 

diverse menu inspired by Thailand’s street 

food culture.

INSIDER’S POV: Ms Dao founded Dao 

Krua Thai when she moved here from 

Thailand. She started in a small poorly-

ventilated and oddly-lit space on Galle Road, 

Colombo’s   
not-to-be-missed spots

With a rich colonial heritage to boast, Colombo’s charm has to be seen to be believed. It 
is easy to get drawn to its numerous eclectic design offerings. Let’s dive in! 

 by ANJULI FLAMER-CALDERA

Sri Lanka may be a small 
island but it is jam-packed 

with an abundance of 
creative talent and 

beautiful backdrops.

THIS SPREAD
1. KIKU Colombo, a café 

and community space with 
a Japanese- inspired menu; 
2. Stop by for a hot cuppa at 

the Department of Coffe ; 
3. Kin Studio creates 
apparel in an organic  

fashion

1
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which was at par with the Thai street food 

ambience. It was one of those hole-in-the-wall 

places that was always bursting with flavour 

and character. You are not there for the fancy 

setting but for an authentic warm, quick, 

cheap and cheerful Thai meal.  The Chicken 

Pad Thai is to die for. It has moved to a 

swanky spot, which was previously the famous 

Sandwich Factory. I would still recommend 

this spot to a legit street foodie.

SPOT:  BAREFOOT GALLERY 
COLOMBO
IG: @barefootgallery

LOCATION: 704, Galle Road, Colombo 4. 

ESSENCE: The oldest contemporary art 

gallery in Colombo serves as a platform for 

artists, musicians, poets and filmmakers.

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY: To ensure that 

the work featured here is genuine, well-

executed and interesting. 

INSIDER’S POV: Showcasing the very 

best of Sri Lanka’s creative talent in multiple 

forums and aptitudes, it has always been a 

crucial component of my creative foundation 

THIS PAGE
1. Dao Krua Thai is inspired by 

Thailand’s street food culture;  
2. Barefoot Gallery serves as a 

platform for artists, musicians, 
poets and filmmakers;  

3. Smoking Hearts BBQ offers 
unique barbecue dishes;

4. Pendi offers a curated collection 
of products in collaboration with 

designers, artisans and craftsmen

and fabric. It has a salon-like ambience and is 

known for its casual and masterfully curated 

exhibitions. The quaint and quirky café on 

its premises plays host to many privé events 

and artful soirées. Artists that work with the 

gallery and host exhibitions on a regular basis 

include Alex Stewart, Barbara Sansoni and the 

designers at Barefoot, photographer Dominic 

Sansoni, Druvinka, Josephine Balakrishna, 

Laki Senanayake, Mahen Chanmugum, Nelun 

Harasgama, and Neville and Sybil Weereratne. 

There is always something exciting happening 

here—from exhibitions, concerts, poetry 

readings to film nights and theatre. It is 

definitely worth checking out on a weekly basis 

for natives and  travellers alike. 

SPOT: SMOKING HEARTS BBQ
IG: @smokingheartsbbq 

LOCATION: Food Studio, Colombo City 

Centre Terrace, Third Floor, Colombo 2.

ESSENCE: Slow Smoked BBQ Restaurant. 

The Ultimate American smokehouse 

experience.

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY: Authentically 

made and plated with dollops of love.

INSIDER’S POV: This spot brought a 

whole new style of BBQ to Sri Lanka. The 

eatery serves delicious BBQ trays, fresh tacos 

and churros. With select cuts of brisket, 

chicken and lamb and prawns as well as 

pulled pollos and smoked chilli beans, 

there are options for both vegetarians and 

meat lovers. Chef and entrepreneur Jesse 

Aston (Big Mighty Deli), Amy Quickfall 

(Studio Nice One) and sibling duo, Ryan 

and Jonathan Wijeratne (You’re My 

Favourite), are the people behind this 

phenomenal brand.

SPOT: PENDI
IG: @pendi_lk 

LOCATION: Lakpahana Building Complex, 

14 Philip Gunewardena Mawatha, Colombo 7

ESSENCE: Retail & Interiors, Unique 

homegrown lifestyle and homeware brand. 

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY: Traditional Sri 

Lankan crafts and skills can be reinvented 

2

1

3

4

There is always 
something exciting 

happening at the 
Barefoot Gallery—
from exhibitions, 
concerts, poetry 
readings to film 

nights and theatre.

and reinterpreted to reflect the contemporary 

Sri Lankan lifestyle.

INSIDER’S POV: An interior designer by 

profession, the founder, Natalie Pendigrast’s 

preference for native design and local 

materials led her to make stunning fixtures 

that are inherently and aesthetically Sri 

Lankan. She is known for her collaborations 

with local artisans. Pendi empowers 

small businesses and startups, 98 per cent of 

which are backed by women designers 

and entrepreneurs.  
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7 Pâtisseries 
to try in 
Paris
Paris is an ideal place for tasting 
a variety of superb, beautifully 
made French pastries.
by POOJA DHINGRA

I LIVED IN PARIS AS A STUDENT OF THE 
Culinary Arts in 2008 and some of 
the best memories I have of the city 
revolve around the 
pâtisseries, I would 
often visit. As a 
young student, my 
perception of pastry 
changed when I 
would see these 
pastry shops. It was 
truly a work of art 
where each shop was 
unique and had a 
distinctive character and personality. 
Since then, I’ve gone back every year 
(well, besides 2020) to scope the 
pastry scene and learn new things. 

The extraordinary facet of Paris is that 
every street has a boulangerie that is a 
favourite amongst the people in that 

neighbourhood. 
You’ll often see 
long queues 
outside, 
and these 
boulangeries 
almost always 
have a pastry 
section that 
is simple and 
delicious. 

Pastry shopping in Paris can be a bit 
intimidating and confusing. But don’t 
worry, I’m rounding up seven of my 

top pâtisserie experiences in Paris—
places I love to go to, places that mean 
something to me and places that 
inspire me to be a better chef. 

Pierre Hermé 
I can’t do a Paris pastry list and 
not start with the shop that got me 
started on my macaron journey. Chef 
Herme is known as the ‘Picasso of 
Pastry’ and for good reason. I love his 
different takes on classic flavours and 
every season has a new and exciting 
menu. While my personal favourite 
is the Macaron Mogador, made with 
chocolate and passion fruit, I’m also a 
huge fan of his Praline Mille-Feuille. 
This shop is always my first stop in 
Paris, and I make sure to go there on 
an empty stomach!

Angelina 
Angelina is a place I recommend to 
everyone who goes to Paris. The hot 
chocolate here is seriously decadent 
and shames every other hot chocolate 
in the world. You will have to always 
wait in queue before you get seated, 
but it’s worth the wait! While 
having the hot chocolate here is an 
experience in itself, I also recommend 
their Lemon Tart and Mont Blanc 
(sweetened chestnut purée topped 
with whipped cream—it’s bliss!). 
They also have a little gift shop at 
the entrance where you can buy their 
packaged products. I always pick up 
the chestnut paste. 

The extraordinary facet 
of  Paris is that every 

street has a boulangerie 
that is a favourite 

amongst the people in 
that neighbourhood. 

THIS SPREAD
1. No city embodies the art 

of pastry making like Paris;
2.  Pierre Hermé style 

pâtisserie cake
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Jacques Genin 
I was fortunate to 
do a small demo 
with Chef Genin a 
couple of years ago 
and his passion 
for his craft is writ 
large in everything 
he does. Whether 
you get a box of 
their Bonbons 
or the famous 
caramels—it is 

crafted to perfection. I love how 
much detail goes into everything 
and his chocolates make for great 
gifts to carry back home. My 
personal favourites here are the 
macadamia nut caramel and the 
mango passion caramel. 

Cedric Grolet
Chef Grolet has been making waves 
in the pastry scene in Paris and 
if you follow him on Instagram, 
you’ll understand why. I’m always 
in awe of his creativity and the way 
he uses fruits to layer and texture 
his desserts. I’ve always wanted to 
go in and buy the Cookie XXL and 
tarts but so far haven’t managed 
to do so yet. I was in Paris when 

his store opened and we lined up 
to enter and buy dessert. I highly 
recommend going on their website 
and pre-ordering your dessert and 
then picking it up from the store. 
The St Honoré should definitely be 
on your list! 

Christoph Michalak  
Before opening his own stores in 
Paris, Chef Michalak worked in 
esteemed pâtisseries around the 
world. I love his personal take on 
French classic desserts. He is also 
trying to work on a menu that’s 
indulgent but also healthier. He 
understands trends and is adaptive 
with his menu. I once bought a 
dark chocolate mousse with almond 
butter from his store in the 10th  
arrondissement, sat in a park and 
enjoyed it. I still remember each bite 
(it’s called Kosmik and you should 
definitely try it!) 

Cyril Lignac Pâtisserie
Again, a very renowned and talented 
French chef who dabbles in food, 
pâtisserie and chocolate. I may not 

be a big fan of marshmallows myself 
but the chocolate marshmallow bears 
they make are so pillowy that I have 
to buy a box every time I am in Paris. 
I also go here for the Equinoxe, their 
signature pastry made with Bourbon 
vanilla cream and caramel on a 
Speculoos (spiced shortcrust biscuit). 

Yann Couvreur
Okay, full disclosure, I haven’t been to 
this one yet but the place is on my list 
for when I go to Paris next. My pastry 
chef friends keep sending me pictures 
from this pâtisserie and I trust them 
blindly. Every single photo they send 
me of the place makes me want to 
board the next flight there. I’ve got 
my eyes on the Isatis Roll, Roulé 
pistache gianduja and the lemon and 
coconut tart.  

THIS SPREAD
1. Mont Blanc, Angelina’s  

signature pastry; 
2. A pastry by Pierre Hermé 

3. La Pâtisserie Cyril Lignac;
4. Delicacies at Yann Couvreur Pâtisserie

The hot 
chocolate at 
Angelina is 
seriously 
decadeant 
and shames 
every other 
hot chocolate 
in the world.
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NESTLED AT THE FOOTHILLS OF THE 
Himalayas, usually surrounded 
by clouds and fog, Dehradun is a 
heavenly place to visit almost any 
time of the year. It is still green 
and works at a slow, calm pace. 
While most tourists and trekkers 
use it as a quick stop-gap before 
heading to Mussourie or as a base 
camp for treks around Nag Tibba, 
Chakrata, Dhanaulti, Bhadraj Hill, 
and Rishikesh, this captivating hill 
town has a multitude of scenic spots, 
nature parks, colonial buildings and 
delicious food joints for you to slow 
down, relax and rejuvenate. 

Get adventurous 
Head to Robber’s Cave to experience 
nature’s surreal beauty. On your way 
back, enjoy a plate of steaming hot 
Maggi from a local vendor in the 
middle of nowhere. Bliss! Further 
ahead is the Sahastradhara, a 
thousandfold sulphur spring known 
for its therapeutic properties. One 
morning, check for paragliding 
options in the area. Soar high into the 
infinite sky and catch a breathtaking 
glimpses of the hills and valley. If you 
have time on hand, go camping at 
George Everest Park to witness a sky 
full of stars.

The Doon Valley lies between the Sivalik 
Hills and the Lesser Himalayas, locally 
called the Mussoorie Range 

From lesser-known caves and waterfalls to the usual 
monasteries and markets, put these on your list for your next 

visit to Dehradun.
by NASRIN MODAK SIDDIQI

DOON’S SERENDIPITOUS 
GETAWAYS

Bask in the calm 
surroundings 
with the gurgling 
sounds of the 
Song river for 
company.
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and sip a cup of herbal tea or read 
a book as you take in the beauty of 
the scintillating surroundings. Their 
peppy decor of exquisite colourful 
artefacts and the floral theme on 
the brick walls provide the perfect 
backdrop for lip-smacking food. From 
banana pancakes to bruschetta and 
thupka—the menu is just as eclectic 
as the décor.

Gorge on baked goodies at Ellora’s
Watch the world go by as you drown 
your taste buds in the rich and 
creamy goodness of plum cakes, 
brownies, cream rolls, and caramel 
toffees at Ellora’s Melting Moments. 
Old-timers know it’s a must to dip 
the famous round rusks in your 
evening tea.

Have Tibetan Chinese at The Orchard
Located on a mountain cliff, with a 
river flowing below, you can hear the 
sounds of nature while peacefully 
enjoying a meal. Music played here 
takes things a few notches up. The 
momos, soup, chicken fiery balls and 
iced teas here are to-die-for. Make 
sure to reach early as the place is on 
the outskirts.

Find your gem
Head to Old Rajpur Road to take 
a walk down the memory lane of 
Doon Valley. Explore the ruins and 
graffiti and watch the famed Clock 
Tower from one of the many rustic 
cafes here. Marvel at the alluring 
confluence of Colonial and Greco-
Roman architecture of the Forest 
Research Institute amidst greenery.

Seek serenity 
The Mindrolling Monastery, one of 
the largest Buddhist centres in India 
is perfect to spend time exploring 
this Japanese-styled architectural 

splendour. Or go to the Buddha 
Temple to hear the humming of 
surreal Tibetan chants in a serene 
landscape. Consider spending some 
time in retrospection amidst pine, 
deodar and oak trees as you embrace 
the Lord’s blessings at Shiv Mandir. 
Or then there’s the Tapovan or 
Rudreshwar Temple which is great 
for reconnecting with one’s inner self. 
Head to the Ram Rai Gurudwara 
built by Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. 
You’ll find influences of Mughal 
architecture and it is a great sight for 
art lovers and pilgrims alike.

Shop at the Tibetan Market 
While you must explore the Paltan 
Bazaar for Doon Basmati rice, spices 
and woollen garments, do take 
time to walk around the Tibetan 
markets near Parade Ground Road 
or Rispana Pul. You’ll find plenty of 
pocket-friendly, colourful Tibetan 
handicrafts, Garhwali jewellery and 
trinkets to take back.

Out and about in Nature’s lap
At Asan Barrage—the confluence 
of river Assan and Yamuna—go 
boating and watch the place 
come to life with the resident and 
migratory birds. You could enjoy 
a day out at Mussoorie Dehradun 
Development Authority (MDDA) 
Park or the Malsi Deer Park or or 
at the Tiger Falls. Go for a  Jungle 
Safari at Rajaji National Park or 
head to Lachhiwala, for some family 
time over a picnic. If you want 
an authentic village experience, 
then Purukul Gaon with its true 
pahadi, rustic charm is where you 
must head. While there, pick the 
traditional double quilt—hand-
stitched for over a month or more—
by women in Purukul Village.  

3

THIS SPREAD
1. Soaring high in the 
Dehradun skies; 2. Coffee at 
Café de Piccolo is a must; 3. 
Marvel at the Colonial and 
Greco-Roman architecture of 
the FR; 4. Picnic at Maldevta; 
5. The Mindrolling Monastery, 
one of the largest Buddhist 
centres in India

4
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Enjoy a cuppa at Café de Piccolo 
Dreamy, cozy and quaint, this tiny 
restaurant with indoor as well as al 
fresco seating, is perfect for a beautiful 
day out, a scrumptious meal and some 
self-time. The wooden interiors are 
beautifully done up and the place has a 
typical English loft as well. Their team 
takes pride in focusing on details of 
every treat and dessert from authentic 
English to French cuisine, using only 
fresh and quality ingredients. Make 
sure to have that banoffee pie!

Watch the streams at Maldevta 
Covered with a blanket of hills, with 
the seasonal Song River for company, 
you can spend hours chasing and 
watching the streams formed out of 
nowhere by water trickling down the 
mountains. Filtered naturally, you can 
sip on it as you bask in the calm  
surroundings with the gurgling 
sounds of the river for company. 

Have wholesome meals at 
Café Marigold
Tucked away from the crowds, on 
the old Mussoorie road, you’ll find 
the vibrant Café Marigold. Lay back 
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THIS SPREAD
1.Experience serenity at the ghats 
in Varanasi
2. Kachori sabzi and jalebi at The 
Ram Bhandar

VARANASI IN SEVEN DISHES
From lip-smacking lassi to steaming hot kachori and light as a cloud malaiyo—the diverse 

delicacies of Varanasi will give you a whole new reason to book your next foodie adventure.
by NIVEDITA JAYARAM PAWAR

2

THE FOOD SCENE IN VARANASI 
doubles up as a history lesson. 
While some dishes speak volumes 
about the culture and history of 
the place, others whisper of age-
old traditions. Some shout of new 
trends brought forth by younger 
generations. In fact, the food in 
Varanasi is the key to understanding 
the holy city. Whether it’s from 
sidewalk vendors, pushcarts or hole-
in-the-wall eateries—the food here is 
brimming with soul.

Here are some of the must-have 
dishes when in Varanasi.

KACHORI SUBZI WITH JALEBI
Varanasi has a unique tradition of 
kachori subzi and jalebi for breakfast. 
At this 30-year-old shop, crispy 
and savoury kachoris are fried 
right in front of your eyes in huge 
cauldrons, bubbling with hot oil. 
The accompanying aloo-subzi is 
topped with spicy green chutney, a 
smattering of sweet chutney and a 
dash of freshly grated radish, which 

adds to its medley of flavours and 
textures. The jalebis, fried in desi 
ghee, are pure indulgence. This place 
gets really busy early in the morning 
and the food runs out by 11 am. Be 
sure to be an early bird here.
TRY IT AT: Ram Bhandar
Thatheri Bazaar, Govindpura.

MALAIYO 
This saffron-flavoured, melt in 
mouth delicacy is a must-have 
during winters here. Whole milk is 
boiled in an iron wok and placed 
outside to gather winter dews. Then, 
the milk is churned with sugar, 
saffron, and cardamon to create 
a frothy texture which is scooped 
out into a kulhad and topped 
with chopped nuts. The malaiyo 
at Markandey, a small hole-in-
the-wall shop near Gopal Temple 
is not cloyingly sweet and has just 
the right amount of fat. Be quick to 
finish it before the froth collapses.  
TRY IT AT: Markandey
Choukhamba.
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THIS SPREAD
1. Malai Toast with 
kulhad chai, a 
popular breakfast 
item at Laxmi Chai 
2. Kachori subzi, a 
typical breakfast 
item in Varanasi

1

MALAI TOAST
Watching a blob of fresh cream 
slowly melt over a slice of 
bread toasted over coal is quite 
mesmerising. This act unfolds every 
single morning at Laxmi Chai—an 
80-year-old shop in Govindpura. 
“The speciality here is the malai toast 
where a tower of fresh cream is piled 
on toasted bread and then sprinkled 
with sugar. Pair it with their famous 
chai for that perfect breakfast,” 
says Devesh Agarwal, a popular 
tour guide and historian based in 
Varanasi. He also recommends the 
caesarean toast where a thick slice of 
bread is coal-toasted. It is then slit to 
place a huge blob of butter inside. As 
the butter melts, it creates a warm, 
crunchy treat that just vanishes 
inside the mouth. 
TRY IT AT: Laxmi Chai
Opposite Post Office Maidagin, 
Bisweshwarganj Road.

THANDAI 
The best way to try the famous 
thandai is to go to Baba Thandai, 
a shop in a small lane in the 
Bansphatak neighbourhood that has 
been churning this mildly spiced 
milk beverage for the past 60 years.  

“This is the best thandai in Varanasi. 
They don’t use any flavourings and 
make the thandai using fresh fruits 
such as grapes and oranges and serve 
it in a kulhad. The dry fruit thandai 
here is very popular,” says Agarwal. 
TRY IT AT: Baba Thandai
Godowlia.

ENGLISH BREAKFAST
This tiny breakfast and lunch place 
is one of those restaurants that 
feels like a secret hidden in plain 
sight: It’s on a prominent block of 
Shivala, near lots of hotspots, but 
it’s such a hole-in-the-wall that 
you’d probably walk right by it if 
you didn’t know about it. There are 
plenty of reasons to pop in, but high 
on the list is the incredible English 
breakfast. Called a skillet breakfast, 
it comes bursting with eggs made-
to-order, wholewheat toast, sautéed 
mushrooms, tomatoes and freshly 
squeezed orange juice. Bread of 
Life is always bustling with people 
devouring freshly baked cakes and 
breads, muffins and pancakes along 
with other sumptuous treats. Snag 
a table and tuck into the star of 
the menu—the french toast made 
with in-house bread and drizzled 

2
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with maple syrup. Owner Ashish 
Chakravarthy is always around to 
chat and guide you to the nearest 
tourist spots. If you are travelling 
back home, don’t forget to grab a 
packed snack for the journey. 
TRY IT AT: Bread of Life Bakery
Near Agrawal Radio, Shivala.

AN ITALIAN COURSE
Wood-fired pizza in Varanasi? 
Why not? Vaatika has been tossing 
yummy pizzas and other Italian 
delicacies in the holy city since 1992. 
“We had a few foreigners as tenants 
in our house and they showed us 
how to make pizza and pasta. I 
flew to Nepal to get yak cheese as 
it wasn’t available here,” says Gopal 
Shukla, founder of Pizzeria Vaatika 
Café. Start with the margherita 
pizza and succulent red tomato 
bruschetta. Everything is made in-
house, from the cloud-soft breads to 
the tomato purée and fresh cheese. 
The spinach and cheese ravioli 
makes for a befitting main. Wash 

it all down with ginger punch, a 
refreshing ginger, mint and honey 
drink. Reserve space for the insanely 
delicious apple pie served with ice 
cream. Besides the alluring menu, 
this place is also known for amazing 
views of the sun setting over
the Ganges.  
TRY IT AT: Pizzeria Vaatika Café
Panch Mandir, Assi Ghat.

LAUNG LATA 
This sumptuous dessert of 
Varanasi is traditionally prepared 
during Holi. However, thanks to 
its immense popularity, it is now 
available all year round. The dish 
is basically a crispy pastry dough 
filled with a mixture of milk solids, 
nuts and sugar. It is deep-fried and 
soaked in sugar syrup before being 
served. There’s a clove pierced right 
through the pastry and hence the 
name. Be prepared for a sugar rush.
TRY IT AT: Shree Rajbandhu Sweets
Kachaudi Gali, Near Manikarnika Dwar, 
Govindpura. 

1 2

THIS SPREAD
1. Malaiyo, a winter 
delicacy in Varanasi
2. Lassi in Varanasi is 
served in a kulhad
topped with fresh cream
3. Street food in Varanasi 
is served in bowls made 
of dried leaves

I N S I D E R’S GUIDE
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Bengaluru’s 
Seven Secrets
Witness the city through an architectural lens with several unexplored 
locations, waiting to be discovered.

by BINDU GOPAL RAO 

GARDEN CITY, SILICON VALLEY OF 
India, Beer Hub, Cosmopolitan City, 
the list of sobriquets that sit pretty on 
Bengaluru’s head are endless. The city 
that I call home manages to surprise 
me with its atypical spots. Here are 
seven offbeat locales that you must 
explore when you are visiting the city. 

RICE MEMORIAL CHURCH
Located in the bustling old market 
on Avenue Road, the Rice Memorial 
Church is marked by a simple white 
and ombre-hued facade. Named 
after Rev. Benjamin Holt Rice, a 
missionary, this British colonial 
structure was built in 1917. The stone 
building has a classic European 
style architecture with a small porch 
and a classic pediment. The double 
Tuscan columns flank the entrance, 
the keystone arch windows and the 
Roman semicircular arches. An 
important heritage structure, the 
building has been demolished three 
times in the past. 

SHORT WAVE RADIO 
MUSEUM
A brainchild of Uday Kalburgi, known 
for his collection of Vintage Radios, 
the Short Wave Radio Museum was 
inaugurated on February 13, 2021. 
Located in Basaveshwaranagar, this 
is the first radio museum in India 
and includes over 110 classic, vintage, 
and rare radios, some of which are 
more than 100 years old. Spread over 
900 sqft, the museum showcases 
rare pieces—the 1920s Westinghouse 
Radio, 1924 Mullard, 1930 Pye, 1940 
Graetz, 1940 Philips Holland, 1935 
Pilot X85BA, a 1948 RCAQ 122 and a 
1950 HMV 5112. 

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
WORLD CULTURE
Located in Basavanagudi, the 
Indian Institute of World Culture, 
dating back to 1945, was set up by 
theosophist B P Wadia with the 
objective to have a space that would 
be a cultural centre for ordinary ww
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1. The  Seshadri Iyer Memorial 
Hall currently houses the 
State Central Library with a 
whopping collection of over 
2.6 lakh books
2. The Devanahalli Fort, a 15th 
century edifice, is spread 
across 20 acres

Short Wave Radio 
Museum includes over 
110 classic, vintage 
and rare radios, some 
of  which are more 
than 100 years old.

1

2
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people. The spartan looking space is 
a hub of public lectures, music and 
dance shows aimed at making cultural 
life accessible to one and all. The 
star attraction is the general library 
that has over 45,000 books and a 
children’s library with ergonomically-
designed reading spaces showcasing 
10,000 books. There is a reading 
room featuring a selection of 400 
magazines and 30 newspapers,  
in addition to the Institute’s collection 
of 400 periodicals. 

BALABROOIE
The whitish cream-hued structure on 
Palace Road is an ode to Bengaluru’s 
colonial past. Built in the 1850s, this 
was the home of Sir Mark Cubbon, 
a British army officer who became 
the Chief Commissioner of Mysore 
in 1834. The house has hosted 
prominent personalities like Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Rabindranath Tagore, apart from 
other freedom fighters and foreign 
dignitaries. Interestingly, this was also 
the home of K C Reddy, the first Chief 
Minister of Karnataka. Set amidst 
thick landscape and trees that are over 
a century old, the sprawling 14-acre 
space exhibits a distinct European 
classical architectural style. 

DEVANAHALLI FORT
A 15th-century edifice in Devanahalli, 
this was initially a mud fort that moved 
to the Wodeyars of Mysore, to the 
Marathas, to Tipu Sultan; and finally 
to the British, under Lord Cornwallis 
in 1791. Interestingly, the birthplace 
of Tipu Sultan is close by. Spread 
over an area of 20 acres, the fort has 
ruins of old homes as well as temples 
like the Siddhe shwar Swami temple, 
Chandramoule shwara temple, and the 
Raghavendra Swamy temple. The fort 
has seen several modifications as part 
of its chequered history. 

SESHADRI IYER 
MEMORIAL HALL
Named after Dewan Seshadri Iyer, 
the longest-serving Dewan of Mysore 
State from 1883 to 1901, this stunning 
red-coloured structure occupies pride 
of place in Bengaluru’s Cubbon Park. 
The Hall currently houses the State 
Central Library with a whopping 
collection of over 2.6 lakh books, 
including those in Braille. The 
building has an interesting mix of 
architectural styles. With an apsidal 
plan, it has wooden roofs over 14 
metres high, curved Dutch gables and 

granite pillars. Large arched windows 
and a bronze statue of Dewan 
Seshadri comprise the brick and lime 
mortar structure.  

GOVERNMENT MUSEUM
Said to be one of the oldest museums 
in the country, the Government 
Museum, set up in 1865, is a treasure 
trove of archaeological artefacts—
paintings, coins, stone carvings, 
pottery, and inscriptions. The first- 
ever recorded Kannada inscription—
the Halmidi inscription (450 AD) and 
Atakur inscription (949 AD) slabs, are 
key attractions here. The sculptures 
are from Hoysala, Nolamba and 
Gandhara periods, while the artefacts  
were found during excavation at 
Chandravalli, Mohenjodaro, Hampi 
and Halebid. Terracotta artefacts 
from Mathura, weapons of Kodagu 
warriors, old musical instruments, 
Neolithic pottery, 70 paintings from 
ancient kingdoms of Tanjore, Deccan 
and Mysore, and scale models of Tipu 
Sultan’s Fort, Srirangapatna, are part 
of the collection. The two-floored 
museum has 18 galleries with a neo-
classical architecture.  

THIS SPREAD
1. The Rice Memorial 
Church is marked by a 
simple white and 
ombre-hued facade;
2. The Indian Institue of 
World Culture is a cultural 
hotspot; 3. Uday Kalburgi 
at the Short Wave Radio 
Museum;  4. A  radio set at 
the Short Wave Radio 
Museum 
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Beyond the bling of the glittering skyline, eye-
popping malls and sandy beaches, lies a  

throbbing dynamic soul that seeks to satisfy  
the globetrotter in you. 

by LEKHA MENON
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Madinat Jumeirah (Shimmers). But 
one special place that gives a glimpse 
of both worlds is the Dubai Frame, 
an architectural landmark that holds 
the record for the largest frame in 
the world. An elevator ride takes 
you right to the top of the structure 
designed to show expansive views of 
both Old Dubai and New Dubai, on 
either side. It’s like taking a peek at  
two different worlds from the  
same space. 

A visit to the Bluewaters Island, 
a relatively new development 
featuring distinctive residential, 
retail, hospitality and entertainment 
options is also worth an evening in 
your holiday schedule. 

Waterfront joys: Cruises and more 
A sunset cruise in Dubai is a must-
do. I recommend the dhow cruise 
at Dubai Marina, one of the most 
glamorous quarters in the city. You 
can always hire a yacht here for 
a private party on the high seas 
but there is a certain charm about 
sailing in a lazy dhow. Check out 
Captain Jack, a single deck dhow 
with bean bags for a relaxing one-
hour cruise. It ambles on gently 
covering the entire Marina circuit. 
The views throughout 
are spectacular. Dubai Frame 1

DUBAI IS OFTEN MISUNDERSTOOD 
That is because the best way to 
explore the city is to forget addresses 
and focus on experiences. A true 
melting pot of different cultures, 
Dubai has something for everyone—
all you need to do is identify your 
preference and go for it. 

The new ‘usual’ 
Going atop the Burj Khalifa or 
gawking at the Burj Al Arab, 
shopping at the Dubai Mall or Mall 
of the Emirates, going dune-bashing 
at a desert Safari, visiting the Atlantis 
Hotel and taking gramable photos 
of Spice Souk and Gold Souk are 
frankly, passé. Instead, check out the 
new kids on the tourist block! Begin 
with Ain Dubai, the world’s tallest 
and largest observation wheel that 
opened up just a few months 
ago. Offering unique views of the 
city’s iconic landmarks from 
indoor, air-conditioned cabins, 
Ain Dubai also has a huge range of 
entertainment options. 

Dubai is proud of its views and 
practically every attraction has been 
created to showcase its jaw-dropping 
views—be it from a restaurant 
located on the 122nd floor of the 
Burj Khalifa (Atmosphere) or a 
fancy beach-side bar at the famous 

THIS SPREAD
1. Dubai Frame holds 
the record for the 
largest frame in the 
world; 2. Ain Dubai, 
the world’s tallest 
and largest 
observation wheel

2
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Dubai’s attractions 
may seem like a 
midsummer 
night’s dream 
come true but 
that’s what makes 
them so special.

restaurants offering world cuisines, 
some shopping, theatres and of 
course great views of the sea. An 
added attraction is The Palm 
Fountain, a massive fountain show 
with spectacular shows from sunset 
to midnight. 

Foodies’ paradise: Where the world 
comes to eat
There is no argument about one 
fact: Dubai is one of the hottest 
dining destinations in the world. 
It’s not just the incredible array 
of cuisines on offer, it’s the 
experiences with food that make it 
oh-so-memorable. Go for a party 
brunch (Five Palm Jumeirah, The 
Westin Dubai Mina Seyahi, Le 
Royal Meridien Beach Resort & 
Spa, Ritz Carlton and Taj Dubai 
host some good ones). Fancy a 
leisurely sit-down dinner date at 
a restaurant with views? Choose 
to dine at any Michelin-starred 
restaurants dotting the city. Craving 
some authentic, juicy kebabs and 
shawarma? Head to the old town 
and dig in to the most succulent 
meat dishes (Al Ustadi at Meena 

Bazaar is unmissable!). Dubai offers 
a delicious meal for every taste bud.

Nightlife: Party your stress away 
The highlight of any world-class 
city is a world-class nightlife. 
Dubai clubs cannot be compared 
to its western counterparts but 
they match the vibe perfectly. 
Terrace lounges with their shishas 
and cocktails are a huge hit, 
especially during winters. Wear 
your glamorous best and hit up a 
lounge for a fun night out. Level 43 
Sky Lounge atop the Four Points by 
Sheraton hotel is one of the best. Hit 
up hotspots like Billionaire Dubai 
that offer a luxury dining concept 
along with special, sensual shows 
and entertainment. There are the 
party zones in Nasimi Beach or Base 
that have everything—vibe, class, 
visual appeal and music to swing to. 

Culture Curry: Entertainment for 
the soul  
Away from the glamour and 
flamboyance of ‘new Dubai’, there is a 

quaint neighbourhood that brings back 
the charm of a bygone era. Bastakiya 
Quarter houses some art galleries, the 
museum, residential quarters, a couple 
of beautiful restaurants and stores 
selling traditional cultural goodies. 
This is the true art district of Dubai 
and a tour provides you a reminder 
of what the city looked like before the 
malls and sky scrapers took over. 

If going for a concert or a show 
is on your agenda, look up the 
Dubai Opera, located in one of the 
most beautiful areas of Dubai. The 
road leading up to the Opera in 
Downtown Dubai is embellished 
with fairy lights on trees while 
the Burj Khalia glistens in the 
moonlight. The Opera itself has 
breathtaking architecture and hosts 
some seriously impressive shows 
from around the world throughout 
the year. 

Dubai’s attractions may seem like 
a midsummer night’s dream come 
true but that’s what makes them so 
special—it’s a city where dreams do 
become a reality.  

1

4

2

3The other area for a cruise is the 
Dubai Creek, the natural saltwater 
creek circling Deira and Bur Dubai. 
It’s a world apart from the spiffy 
Marina or Downtown as its takes 
you up and down the Creek giving a  
glimpse of the old harbour and life 
in the slow lane. Utterly charming. 

If you are a beach bum, the sea is 
your constant companion in Dubai. 
One of the best areas for people 
gazing is The Beach, a fantastic and 
glitzy waterfront complex at Dubai 
Marina with plenty of retail stores, 
excellent restaurants, swish pubs 
and lounges... all facing the powdery 
beach with water sports and a 
splash pad.

A similar but different vibe is 
replicated in another part of the city. 
Jumeirah 1 is the neighbourhood 
that hosts La Mer, another 
waterfront development that boasts 
of bustling restaurants and cute 
cafés, a trampoline park, a cinema, 
kids’ zone and so much more. 

And finally, point your drive 
to The Pointe, located at the tip of 
the world-famous Palm Jumeirah. 
The scenic arena has around 80 

THIS SPREAD
1. Have a hearty shawarma at 
the old town ; 2. Slow sail on a 
dhow cruise at Dubai Marina; 
3. The Pointe Dubai has great 

views of the sea; 4. Dubai 
Opera has an interesting 

lineup of showsCL
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fountains and fruit trees outside and 
Mughal palace-inspired interiors 
with lattice patterns and white 
marble flooring, the property is an 
ode to the great Mughal dynasty. On 
a relaxed afternoon, opt for a couple 
treatment or choose from the many 
holistic well-being services at the 
Kaya Kalp–The Royal Spa. Eat at one 
of the five dining options which offer 
curated menus and authentic North-
Western Indian cuisine.itchotels.com

TAJ KUMARAKOM RESORT & SPA
Located on the banks of Vembanad 
Lake, Taj Kumarakom Resort & 
Spa is a charming 140-year-old 
family estate converted into a luxury 

resort. Its 28 exclusive villas and 
cottages are done up in a blend of 
colonial and Kerala style decor and 
offer stunning views of the garden 
or lagoon; a few also come with 
private pools. If you’re up for some 
adventure, try kayaking or zip-lining 
or go on a village cycling tour. Later, 
head to Baker’s Lounge for a wine 
and dine session overlooking the 
majestic lagoon or enjoy Kerala’s 
renowned seafood at Currymeen. 
For a more exclusive setting, book 
a romantic dining experience at the 
boat jetty or cruise on a bamboo raft. 
No Taj holiday is complete without a 
spa experience; choose from a range 
of sublime massages, energising 
treatments and indulgent wraps at 
Jiva Spa. 
tajhotels.com

RAFFLES UDAIPUR
Last year’s hottest luxury opening, 
Raffles Udaipur is an enchanting 
private oasis, set on a 21-acre island 
amidst the Aravalli Range and the 
Udai Sagar Lake. Their 101 rooms 
and suites are tastefully done up 
and offer panoramic lake views. 
Splurge on the Presidential Suite, 
which is adorned with European 
and Mughal art and is outfitted with 
plush upholstery and mother-of-
pearl and bone-inlay furniture. The 
Raffles Spa is designed like a royal 
zenana with pastel colours, mirrors 

THIS SPREAD
1. ITC Mughal Resort & 
Spa, Agra is known for 
its opulence; 
2. Taj Kumarakom 
Resort & Spa is a 
charming 140-year-old 
family estate;  
3. Raffles Udaipur, an 
enchanting private 
oasis set amidst the 
Aravalli Range 

2
1

3ROMANTIC ESCAPES
Whisk away your partner for a couple’s getaway to these dreamy 
hotels across the Indian subcontinent. 
by PRACHI JOSHI

HERE’S OUR PICK OF THE BEST 

romantic getaways across India, 
Sri Lanka and Maldives that 
offer a mix of beautiful settings, 
curated experiences and utmost 
privacy. Whether you are a beach or 
mountain person (or somewhere in 
between), you will find something to 
suit your taste. Come fall in love–all 
over again. 

ITC MUGHAL RESORT & SPA, AGRA
Enjoy the wonders of the Taj in the 
lap of Mughal luxury. A perfect blend 
of trademark ITC opulence with a 
royal charm, ITC Mughal is a luxury 
resort that’s true to its name. With 
landscaped Mughal-style gardens, 

S U I T C A S E HOTEL
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and plenty of natural light; book the 
Mystique Romance package for a 
relaxing couple’s treatment followed 
by steam, sauna and Jacuzzi. End 
your day with a bespoke dinner date 
under a blanket of twinkling stars 
or a private dinner at the Belvedere 
Point in the company of fragrant 
candles and exquisite roses or book 
a candlelight dinner in the 
sprawling gardens. 
raffles.com/udaipur

THE LEELA GOA
A luxurious resort set amidst 75 acres 
of lush greenery and peaceful lagoons, 
The Leela Goa in Cavelossim (South 
Goa) is a stately 206-key property 
that blends colonial Portuguese 
architecture with contemporary 
Indian design. Start off your day with 
a private couple’s yoga experience 
followed by personalised consultation 
and a rejuvenating Ayurveda 
treatment at the spa. Overlooking 
the Sal River, the restaurant 
Riverside offers a romantic setting 
with exquisite wines and authentic 
Italian fare in a serene ambience. 
Alternatively, book an intimate dinner 
on the beach with the sound of waves 
for company.  
theleela.com/the-leela-goa

THE ST. REGIS MUMBAI
Stuck in the city and can’t travel? 
A romantic weekend staycation can 
fix that. If you’re in Mumbai, The 

St. Regis Mumbai is one of the best 
hotels to unwind at. Well-appointed 
rooms and suites overlook the city or 
the green expanse of the Mahalaxmi 
Race Course. The hotel offers a 
‘Suite Escape’ staycation package 
including a sumptuous breakfast at 
Seven Kitchens, exquisite cocktail 
hours for two, one way pick-up or 
drop in Mumbai and complimentary 
Wi-Fi. In addition, treat yourself 
to therapeutic services at the 
Iridium spa or head to the outdoor 
swimming pool for the best views 
of the Mumbai skyline; settle in one 
of the private cabanas, get drinks 
from the pool bar and spend a lazy 
afternoon. For dinner, head to By 
The Mekong for exquisite pan-Asian 
or to the recently opened Sette 
Mara, a Middle Eastern lounge bar 
and restaurant. 
marriott.com

WILDFLOWER HALL, SHIMLA IN THE 
HIMALAYAS – AN OBEROI RESORT
Nestled is a dense cedar forest 
with awe-inspiring views of the 
magnificent snow-capped peaks, 
Wildflower Hall, Shimla in the 
Himalayas is an extravagant Oberoi 
property. The 85-room resort has 
been built on the grounds of former 
commander-in-chief of the British 
Army, Lord Kitchener’s summer 
home. Burmese teak panelling, 
fireplaces, artworks and polished 
parquet floors covered with oriental 

THIS SPREAD
1. The Leela Goa’s design is a  
blend of colonial Portuguese 

architecture and 
contemporary Indian design;

2. St. Regis offers the best 
views of the Mumbai skyline;
3. Nestled amid dense cedar 

trees, Wildflower Hall, Shimla 
in the Himalayas offers 

awe-inspiring views

End your day with a bespoke 
dinner date under a blanket of  

twinkling stars.

rugs reflect its colonial legacy. 
Head out on the Wild Strawberry 
Trail, an invigorating one-hour 
walk through the forest ending in 
bespoke breakfast at a picnic spot. 
Alternatively, enjoy a delicious 
picnic at The Peak, a quaint colonial 
bungalow set amongst 10 acres of 
terraced apple orchards. Back at 
the resort, take a dip in the outdoor 
heated pool with panoramic views of 
the majestic Himalayas, followed by 
drinks at the snug Cavalry Bar and a 
sumptuous dinner within the glass 
conservatory at The Restaurant. 
oberoihotels.com

1 2
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HERITANCE KANDALAMA,  
SRI LANKA
Overlooking the Rock Fortress of 
Sigiriya and the ancient Kandalama 
reservoir, the uber stylish Heritance 
Kandalama blends in with its 
surroundings. Designed by Geoffrey 
Bawa, the entire building is festooned 
with plants and sports full-length 
glass windows giving superb jungle 
and wildlife views. The hotel offers 
152 rooms and suites, all with views 
of the garden or lake; book a luxury 
suite or the sprawling royal suite with 
a private Jacuzzi for a truly indulgent 
experience. Take a dip in one of 
the three pools—the ingeniously 

villas are lovely but for a romantic 
sojourn we recommend one of the 
over-water suites with endless ocean 
views from every window. Indulge 
in ocean adventures like snorkelling 
(equipment is complimentary), 
diving and kayaking or head out on 
excursions like dolphin cruises and 
sunset fishing. Later, experience a 
soothing couple’s massage at Elena 
spa, which features six beautifully 
designed treatment rooms with glass-

Have a champagne 
breakfast or a picnic 
in the paddy fields or 
a candlelight dinner 
in a cave.  

THIS SPREAD
1. Heritance Kandalama, 
Sri Lanka offers stunning 
jungle and wildlife views;
2. Varu By Atmosphere’s 
over-water suites offer 
endless ocean views from 
every window

designed Kachchan infinity pool 
that seems to blend into the lake, 
the natural Kaludiya Pool or Rashmi 
Pool for a sunset swim. There are 
two restaurants to choose from or 
book one of the exclusive dining 
options like a Champagne breakfast 
or a picnic in the paddy fields or a 
candlelight dinner in a cave. 
heritancehotels.com/kandalama

VARU BY ATMOSPHERE, MALDIVES
A 40-minute speedboat ride 
from Malé brings you to Varu by 
Atmosphere, a dreamy island retreat 
in the crystal-clear waters of the 
Indian Ocean. Its artistic beach 

1

2

bottom floors. With five restaurants 
in the resort, you will be spoilt for 
choice—dine at the all-day Lime & 
Chilli with sand between your toes 
or savour a traditional Maldivian 
meal at Kaage’s al fresco setup. Or 
book a private dining experience 
at the over-water restaurant 
NU, including a sundowner at 
the rooftop bar and a leisurely 
Mediterranean meal. 
varu-atmosphere.com  
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A walk down the memory lane of Vistara’s seven glorious years.

A Vistara Retrospective

9 Jan 2015

2

1

3

2016

Seven years ago, on January 9, 2015, 
we took our first flight from Delhi to 
Mumbai. As we look back in time, 
we are only filled with pride and 
gratitude. It has been a wonderful 
journey, a beautiful melding of 
two iconic brands, Tata Sons and 
Singapore Airlines, which has led to 
many firsts and redefined air travel 
in India.

As you may know, our brand name 
‘Vistara’ is derived from the Sanskrit 
word Vistaar, which means ‘a limitless 
expanse’. The name Vistara draws 
inspiration from the world that Vistara 
inhabits—the limitless sky. Our brand 
also draws inspiration from the image 
that our passengers most associate 
with—a smooth and enjoyable flight 
with the endless, blue horizon that 
they see through the windows of an 
aircraft. With our strong historical 
ties with aviation, service excellence 
and legendary hospitality, our brand 
tagline ‘fly the new feeling’ is a 
testimony to a five-star service, a 
reliable experience, and unmistakable 
Indian hospitality. 

In a short period, Vistara has 
rapidly expanded its footprint, both 

in terms of network and service 
proposition. With 43 destinations 
in 12 countries, we’ve become a 
formidable player in the industry 
and have achieved many notable 
milestones. We introduced the 
concept of premium economy 
in India; launched the country’s 
fastest-rewarding frequent flyer 
programme; inducted India’s first 
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner; we were 
the first Indian airline to offer Wi-Fi 
on board and, the first ones to serve 
freshly-brewed Starbucks Coffee in 
the air. Today, more than 30 million 
passengers have been served by our 
fleet of 39 Airbus A320, four Airbus 
A321neo, five Boeing 737-800NG, 
and two Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner. 
Recently,  as a tribute to our legacy 
of aviation pioneers—namely JRD 
Tata, who founded Tata Airlines— 
we painted an aircraft in vintage 
hues. In these last seven years, 
we have only stayed ahead of the 
times, however, the one objective 
that remained unchanged is our 
constant desire to create that 
unique and memorable experience 
that’s quintessentially Vistara!

2017

1
A red-letter day: Vistara’s 
maiden flight soars to the skies 
from Delhi to Mumbai.

2
Vistara launches six new 
domestic destinations—
Jammu, Srinagar, Kochi, 
Chandigarh, Port Blair and 
Kolkata—in a span of one year 
across the length and breadth 
of the country.

3
Vistara receives its first 
A320neo powered by fuel 
efficient engines.
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2018

2019

1
Vistara celebrates 150 
years of Tata and its 
aviation heritage by 
unveiling its aircraft in 
a retro-themed livery 
and a retro-uniform 
complementing the livery.

2
Vistara arrives on the global 
map within five years of 
operations with flights 
to Singapore. Vistara’s 
former CEO, Leslie Thng, 
inaugurates the Delhi-
Singapore operations.

1

2
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1

2

1
Vistara welcomes its first 
wide-body aircraft and 
India’s first Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliner. From the seats 
to the lighting, the cabin 
features and the distinctive 
attributes of the aircraft offer 
great comfort and style for 
today’s discerning traveller.

2
Vistara operates India’s 
first flight with fully 
vaccinated pilots and 
cabin crew.

2020

2021
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Vistara Wellness Initiative that started in April 2020 has impacted 34,000 lives and 
counting. What started as a small step to render help to the medical fraternity ended 

up making a big impact in the lives of under-privileged individuals.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

THE PANDEMIC LEFT A SIGNIFICANT 
mark on the lives and livelihoods 
of people, especially those from 
marginalised backgrounds. Not only 
did they lack access to basic health 
infrastructure, they also struggled to 
meet basic needs. On witnessing this, 
Vistara launched its (now) flagship 
initiative, Vistara Wellness Initiative, 
to provide nutrition and hygiene 
essentials to the disadvantaged. Since 
then, Vistara has supported 34,000+ 

lives in need through over 2,00,000 
food and sanitation items. The 
initiative started off in April 2020 
as a part of the One Tata response 
in collaboration with Indian Hotels 
Company Limited (IHCL). 

Under this flagship programme, 
during the first phase, over 50,000 
long shelf-life nutritious food items 
from Vistara’s inflight kitchen 
were distributed to frontline 
health workers. The programme 

soon evolved to extend help to 
disadvantaged communities reeling 
from the impact of the pandemic. 
In September 2020, as a part of 
the National Nutrition Month, over 
1000 wellness kits were procured 
and packed by Vistara employees and 
distributed among local communities 
across India in collaboration with 
The Robin Hood Army. The airline 
has ramped up its efforts to reach 
out to more families across the 

country through collaboration and 
partnerships to protect and empower 
the affected communities.

In 2021, when the disastrous 
second wave impacted local 
communities, Vistara again rose 
to the occasion. From the loss 
of breadwinners in the family to 
being rendered homeless due to the 
lockdown, there was an urgent cry for 
help. In May 2021, the Vistara CSR 
team assessed the immediate needs 
with their implementation partner, 
The Robin Hood Army, along with 
their airport teams. It was learned 
that construction workers, migrants 
living on roads and under flyovers, 
families or individuals getting treated 
at government hospitals were the 
worst affected. Determined to enable 
support for 4,000 families across 
India, Vistara secured a special grant 
from Tata Trusts under the Tata 
Community Initiatives Trust (TCIT) 
to carry out the next phase of the 
Vistara Wellness Initiative.

Since July, our airport teams 
have been on-ground, identifying 
those affected by the pandemic 
and distributing wellness kits 
comprising dry ration and hygiene 
essentials to them. The programme 
has successfully reached out to 
16,000 lives (between May and 
October 2021) living in local 
communities across India (28 cities 
in our domestic network). Rashmi 
Soni, Vice President and Head of 
Corporate Communications and 
CSR, Vistara, says, “Community 
service and giving back to the society 
are deeply ingrained in Vistara’s 
culture. With support from the Tata 
Community Initiatives Trust (TCIT) 
and the volunteers from Robin Hood 
Army, we are glad to have been 

able to provide immediate support 
to communities impacted by the 
pandemic. This initiative is 
a reaffirmation of our collective 
efforts to address the critical needs of 
the society.”

It has been a rather fulfilling 
experience to see how this small 
step has made a huge difference 
to thousands of lives. Vistara is 
grateful for the change it could bring 
together as a team and demonstrate 
the true One Tata spirit in times
of need.  

 34,000+ lives supported

 2,00,000+ food and       

           hygiene items distributed

 28 cities across India

Community service 
and giving back to 
the society are 
deeply ingrained in 
Vistara’s culture.
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Industry leaders and our cherished travellers send in their compliments.

“Congratulations on Vistara’s 
seventh anniversary. As India’s 
best airline, Vistara has set 
new benchmarks in fl ying. We 
wish them continued success 
as they continue to bring the 
new feeling to more and more 
destinations, winning the 
hearts and minds of travellers 
not just within India but now 
around the world too. As two 
brands with a shared passion 
and commitment to excellence, 
we are delighted to be a 
strategic partner in the Vistara 
journey to make travel more 
meaningful together.”

“Big congratulations to Vistara 
on their seventh anniversary! 
I’ve been a very regular fl yer with 
them and it remains one of my 
favourite airlines. Their service is 
exceptional, the staff courteous 
and the aircraft of course, is 
wonderful. I look forward to 
continuing to be a regular with 
them. Nevertheless, stay fabulous 
and I hope to see them much more 
often in the future.”

Anuraag Bhatnagar Amanpreet Bajaj

Shuchir Suri

Puneet Chhatwal

Puneet Dhawan

Chief Operating Offi  cer, The Leela 
Palaces Hotels and Resorts

General Manager, Airbnb India, Southeast Asia, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan

Founder, Food Talk India

Managing Director and Chief Executive Offi  cer, 
Indian Hotels Company Limited (IHCL)

Senior Vice President Operations, 
Accor India & South Asia

“Massive congratulations to Vistara 
for completing seven years and kudos 
to the team for their commendable 
services and fl eet. Interacting with the 
warm and amiable crew always brings 
a smile to my face and I rely on Vistara 
for a smooth and comfortable fl ying 
experience. It’s a pleasure to fl y Vistara 
and especially enjoy the delicious hot 
meals on board. Wishing the team all 
the best for their journey forward 
and look forward to fl ying Vistara, 
as always!”

“They say, to travel is destiny, 
but to travel with comfort is a 
choice! Wishing one of my most 
comfortable airlines—Vistara, 
a very Happy Anniversary! 
I absolutely love the warm 
and kind infl ight service 
with a comfortable and safe 
environment. Another aspect 
that I absolutely enjoy while 
fl ying with Vistara is the 
spacious seating”. 

Seefah Ketchaiyo
Owner and head chef, Seefah

“Vistara gives a 5-star 
experience that is one above 
the clouds. The comfort 
coupled with the luxury that 
they aim at delivering is what 
makes them my travel buddy. 
I wish them all the success 
on their seventh anniversary. 
Hope to #FlyTheNewFeeling 
soon and wish them a grand 
year ahead!”

Sonal Holland

JJ Valaya

Riyaaz Amlani

Founder Director, SoHo Wine Club

Fashion Designer and Couturier 

CEO and MD, Impresario Handmade 
Restaurants

“Congratulations 
Vistara Airlines, 
on completing 
seven glorious 
years! I’ve 
always been 
impressed with 
the impeccable 
service, 
courteous crew, 
and customer 

service, which is why Vistara has been 
my go-to airline over the years. My best 
wishes for many more successful 
years ahead!”

“A big congratulations to the Vistara team on 
this milestone! An absolute well-deserved 
success owing to all the impeccable, smooth and 
hospitable journeys I’ve had with them through 
the years. Wishing them many, many years of 
greater ‘heights’ and achievements. Cheers!”

“Vistara is one of our trusted airline 
partners and on its seventh anniversary, 
we wish that it continues its successful 
journey and soars to new heights. 
We look forward to many fruitful 
collaborations in the future.”

 “Vistara has made India proud by setting new 
benchmarks in aviation. This is the best in class 
domestic airline that I have fl own within my 
experience of travelling to over 50 countries. 
Wishing the Vistara team international success 
as they expand overseas!”

Anniversary wishes
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“Best wishes to Vistara—India’s 
favourite airline, on their seventh 
anniversary! Vistara continues to 
be my favourite domestic airline. 
I just fl ew to Goa last week and 
was happy to see that the airline 
has managed to retain its quality 
and service even through the 
pandemic. Keep it up, Vistara.”

Elisa Robles

Giulia Raff aello

Director, Tourism Offi  ce of 
Spain in Mumbai

Digital Content Creator

“On behalf of the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand, I’d like 
to congratulate Vistara Airlines 
for completing seven years. 
May they continue the journey 
of success and reach greater 
heights with pride. I thank them 
for their constant support to TAT 
and Amazing Thailand over the 
years. We greatly appreciate and 
value our partnership.”

Vachirachai Sirisumpan
Director, TAT New Delhi

Ritu Sharma

GB Srithar

Deputy Director and Marketing 
Head – India, Switzerland Tourism, 
Consulate General of Switzerland 

Regional Director, India, Middle East and 
South Asia, Singapore Tourism Board

“With travel 
and tourism 
restarting, all of 
us in the travel 
industry are 
looking towards 
a better year. 
Vistara has 
established 

itself as among the favourite airlines 
for domestic and international
travel. Heartiest congrats on their 
seventh birthday.”

“Happy Birthday, Vistara! A big 
thanks to them for offering a 
comfy and unique experience 
each time. The crew’s genuine 
cheerfulness always makes fl ying 
Vistara a wonderful experience!”

“Congratulations! It is indeed a 
landmark moment of celebration for 
Vistara. Tourism Offi ce of Spain in 
Mumbai wishes them all the best for 
the future!” 

“Congratulations to Vistara 
for completing seven 
successful years of fl ying. 
Some of my favourite 
things about Vistara are 
their professionalism, 
the quality of service, the 
standards of food and their 
punctuality. Their training 
is very comprehensive, and 
them can see that both their 
on-ground teams and their 
cabin crew have been taught 
what their standards should 
be. Their airline food and 
snacks, in particular, are 
reasonably good. Currently, 
I really appreciate that they 
are more committed than 
other airlines to the SOPS 
put in place to keep all of us 
as safe as possible through 
the pandemic.”

AD Singh Arun Ashok

Ritu Mehrotra

Founder & Managing Director, 
Olive Bar & Kitchen Pvt Ltd

Regional Head, India & Middle East, 
Luxury Escapes

Regional Manager South Asia, 
Booking.com

“Vistara Airlines has been catering to a 
premium audience that expects nothing 
but the fi nest in customer service. They 
have consistently raised the bar, as far 
as those expectations are concerned. 
From the check-in process to the 
infl ight catering and entertainment, 
I’ve consistently been wowed by their 
immaculate service standards. We wish 
the entire Vistara family the very best on 
their seventh anniversary and hope they 
continue to shatter records in the 
years ahead.”

“Here’s wishing a happy 
seventh anniversary to Vistara! 
A stellar product and profi cient 
service! Wishing them success 
in the years to come and may 
they continue to soar and scale 
new heights!”

Sheetal Munshaw
Director, Atout France India

“I have always had a wonderful experience 
whenever onboard Vistara. A pleasant fl ight 
and overall great service is delivered by a well-
trained and hospitable crew. Pleased to wish 
them a happy seventh birthday and here is to 
many more years of success!” 

V O I C E S
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Discover the world with  Axis Bank
Club Vistara Forex Card

A card which ensures that one holiday
leads to another.

T&
C 
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.

Earn 500 CV Points as a Welcome Bonus & 3 CV Points for every USD 5 spent.

For more benefits, scan below QR code.
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