
A TATA S I A J V

T H E  I N F L I G H T M AG A Z I N E
A I RV I STA R A .C O M
VOLUME 8  ISSUE 12

The Celebrations 
Issue

ROMANTIC UDAIPUR
FOREVER MEMORABLE

DREAMY WINTER VACATION! 
TOP            DESTINATIONS TOP            DESTINATIONS TOP            DESTINATIONS 6TOP            DESTINATIONS TOP            DESTINATIONS for a

00_VIST-1222-Cover_FINAL   100_VIST-1222-Cover_FINAL   1 25/11/22   7:08 PM25/11/22   7:08 PM



25000
���������������

����������������

WEATHER RESISTANT
WINDOWS

THE WORLD’S HIGHEST

A WIDE RANGE OF COLOURS & FINISHES TO CHOOSE FOR YOUR DREAM HOMEA WIDE RANGE OF COLOURS & FINISHES TO CHOOSE FOR YOUR DREAM HOME

 Talk to us : 89258 11898 | Toll Free No : 1800 833 4500 | info@prominance.com | www.prominance.com Talk to us : 89258 11898 | Toll Free No : 1800 833 4500 | info@prominance.com | www.prominance.com

Untitled-1   1Untitled-1   1 22/11/22   2:08 PM22/11/22   2:08 PM

3000+ 1500+514 176
Offers to

the Ivy league
Offers to Oxford
and Cambridge�

Offers to Top 50
US Universities

Offers to Top 10 
UK Universities

 INDIA@CRIMSONEDUCATION.ORG 

+91 85957 72627  

The World's Most Successful
College Admissions Consultant 

Our Results

Crimson’s bespoke services help you to achieve your educational aims.

Internships with Top
Global Companies

Former Admission
Officer Consulting

Guided Research
Papers 

Ivy League and
Oxbridge Admissions

Top US/UK/EU
& Canada Admissions

Sports
Recruitment

SAT/ACT/UK Test
Tutoring

Med School
Admissions 

Exclusive
December Offer

*For Vistara Gold & 
Premium Members 

We send more students to the Ivy Leagues and Oxbridge, than any other consultant in the world! 

Our Admissions Programmes

Make Your Dream Possible with Crimson Education! 

Book a FREE Consultation with
Senior Academic Advisor

Click Here

One FREE session
with a Senior
Strategist worth
US$800!  



 2 /  / DECEMBER 2022

s the year draws to a close 
and a new beginning 

awaits around the corner, ready to take flight, 
it’s time to wish a grand adieu to 2022 with 
a generous dose of celebratory revelry and 
dreams of promising adventures ahead. This 
month, our Celebrations issue helps you 
plan exciting parties, savour sweet delights, 
experience thrilling vacations, and lots more 
to ensure you end the year on a joyous note! 

There’s something special about spending 
the holiday season with loved ones, especially 
with a dash of the unusual thrown in! Our 
feature on adventure vacations with a twist 
offers you the chance to create unforgettable 
moments with your friends or significant 
other—whether kayaking in icy Antarctica, 
glamping in gorgeous Botswana, or kite surfing 
in the blue environs of the Fiji Islands. Want 
to take the more leisurely route? Then catch 
our cover story on the six most scenic winter 
vacation destinations in the world—from the 
green escapes of Bali and the charming streets 
of Paris to the icy slopes of the Dolomites 
mountains in Italy. Venture through America’s 
Wild West with our touching story about 
rekindled friendship amidst the cliffs of the 
Red Canyon. Or journey through Udaipur 
for a romantic tryst with regal architecture, 
delectable cuisine, and so much more.    

Chef Pooja Dhingra whips up delicious 
stories about the celebrity events she has 
catered. And finally, we bring to you the 
best of luxury fashion, jewellery, party décor, 
perfumes, and exquisite watches to make sure 
you end the year in glamorous glory!  
 
Keep shining!    

- Team Vistara

THE INFLIGHT MAGAZINE
The Celebrations Issue

We’re delighted to launch non-stop daily flights between Mumbai and 

Muscat starting 12 December 2022.

New routes alert! Now fly to #DhakaOnVistara from Mumbai and to 

#SingaporeOnVistara from Pune!

As a third (leased) Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner joins our fleet, we have ramped 

up frequencies between Delhi and Frankfurt to six times a week, and 

between Delhi and Paris to five times a week. 

It’s raining awards! Vistara won ‘Favourite Domestic Airline’ at Conde 

Nast Readers’ Choice Awards 2022 and ‘Best Domestic Airline’ at Travel + 

Leisure India’s Best Awards 2022. Thank you for your #VistaraLove!

VISTARA HIGHLIGHTS

The striking Dolomites mountains  
reflected in the crystal-clear waters  

of the breathtaking Lake Braies, Italy. 

A
From Vistara  
to you... 
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C O N T E N T S
T H E  C E L E B R A T I O N S  I S S U E

48
Desserts Galore
A selection of deliciously 
fl amboyant sweet treats 
for year-end soirées

52
Luxe Picks
Dazzling jewelled 
accessories for the bride 
and groom; exquisite, 
design-forward perfumes; 
and glamorous watches 

78
Experience
Thrilling adventure vacations 
to embark on with friends or 
a signifi cant other and create 
unforgettable moments

92 
Cover Story
The worldʼs most stunning 
winter getaway destinations 
for a memorable holiday with 
friends and family

@airvistara @vistara Vistara - TATA SIA Airlines Ltd.@vistara

ON THE COVER Shimmering Parisian 
street as seen from the Arc de Triomphe. 

The mesmerising, emerald-hued 
 rice terraces of Bali , Indonesia. 

Flamboyant 
fragrances

Gorgeous 
multi-tiered cake.
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C O N T E N T S

VISTA
10 Snapshots of Jaipur, 
Karlskrona, and Maldives 

#TRENDING
30 Party Décor   
Décor ideas for a scintillating 
New Yearʼs Eve party 
38 Wedding Couture
Gorgeous ensembles for the 
bride, groom, and their tribe

SUITCASE
68 Business Trends
New age fads ruling the wedding 
market in India
74 Hotels 
The worldʼs most luxurious 
properties for a fun-fi lled vacation 
with your beloved pets 
82 Food Trails
Amsterdamʼs diverse and 
scrumptious delicacies

ESCAPE
90 Destination
The romance of Udaipurʼs cultural 
and architectural heritage 

COMMUNITY
96 Smile Foundationʼs works 
to uplift the underprivileged

VISTARA CURATES
98 The best in luxury, lifestyle, 
and hospitality this month

DISCLAIMER:
While this issue might inspire you to travel, we ask that you thoroughly 

research the destination and its regulatory pre-requisites, and travel only 
if it is safe to do so. Please continue to cooperate with government 

advisories for the safety of yourself and your co-travellers.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has 
upgraded its Air Sewa portal which is 

accessible through an interactive web 
portal and a mobile app.

The new version includes the 
following features:

a) Secure sign up and log-in with 
social media

b) Chatbot for travellers’ support
c) Improved grievance management, 

including social media grievance
d)   Real-time flight status and 

detailed flight schedule
Air Sewa is available at
www.airsewa.gov.in Pages labelled as ̒Advertorial  ̓and ̒ Special Feature  ̓are promotional articles.

110
The Last Word
Chef Pooja Dhingra tells us about 
whatʼs on celebrity dessert tables

86
Escape
Two friends honour their bond on an 
epic journey in Americaʼs Wild West

Kayaking adventures amidst 
the surreal icebergs of Antarctica.
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C O N T R I B U T O R S

CHAITALI PATEL
Based in Dubai, Patel 
writes about travel, 
culture, and food. 
Her Instagram is 
@07chaitalip

ANUBHUTI KRISHNA 
A writer and learning 
consultant, Delhi-based 
Krishna follows her 
passion for places, 
design, and food. Find 
her on Instagram 
@thatgirlinmuddyboots

KALPANA SUNDER
Chennai native Sunder 
has snowmobiled in 
Lapland and fl oated on 
the Dead Sea in search of 
a good travel tale. 
She’s on Instagram 
@kalpanasunder

SIMRAN RASTOGI
Motoring journalist 
Rastogi calls Mumbai 
home and loves sharing 
his insight on all things 
cars. Follow him on 
Instagram @runsim_run

PRACHI JOSHI
Mumbai-based Joshi 
left her fi nance job 
to pursue her passion 
for travel writing. Find 
her on Instagram 
@delishdirection

SURINA SAYAL
A journalist based in 
Mumbai and Bengaluru, 
Sayal covers all things 
travel, beauty, and 
lifestyle. Her Instagram 
is @surina_sayal

CHANDREYI 
BANDYOPADHYAY
Bandyopadhyay is a 
Goa-based travel writer, 
with a passion for cuisines 
and culture. Find her 
on Instagram 
@themoonchasersoffi  cial

@airvistara @vistara@vistara Vistara - TATA SIA Airlines Ltd.

Vistara is the registered trademark of TATA 
SIA Airlines Limited (ʻTSALʼ). All rights 
reserved. Printed at Kala Jyothi Process 
Pvt. ltd., S.No. 185, Kondapur Village, 
Serilingampally Municipality, Ranga Reddy 
District, Hyderabad - 500 133.
The writing, artwork and/or photography 
contained herein may not be used 
or reproduced without the express 
written permission of TSAL. TSAL does 
not assume any responsibility for loss 
or damage of unsolicited products, 
manuscripts, photographs, artwork, 
transparencies or other materials. The 
views expressed in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the publisher or TSAL. 
All efforts have been made while compiling 
the content of this magazine, but TSAL 
assume no responsibility for the effects 
arising therefrom. TSAL does not assume 
any liability for services or products 
advertised herein.

www.airvistara.com
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VP & Head of Corporate Communications 
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Corporate Communications 
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AKSHAY MIGLANI
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HETAL SHAHSHIKHA SHAH

Based in Surat, lifestyle 
journalist Shah writes on 
travel, food, culture, art, 
and architecture. Follow 
her travels on Instagram 
@soulsearchingjourneys

SATARUPA PAUL 
Delhi-based journalist 
and photographer, Paul 
covers travel, food, 
culture, and wellness. 
She’s on Instagram 
@satty_writes
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Jaipur

“Jaipur has so many memories for me, which gives it a special place in my 
hea� ! Each of its monuments is soaked in tradition. The rich folk music and 
voices of sacrifice and love endear the walls of its palaces! I enjoy eating at 
the Mohan Mahal at The Leela Palace Jaipur and I love  Jaipur’s iconic Polo 
Grounds, where I’ve had the honour of riding, too!” 

AYAAN ALI BANGASH
Award-winning sarod player

V I S T A PICTURE PERFECT

V I S T A
PERSPECTIVES ON AWE-INSPIRING LANDSCAPES

Melodiously regal. Ethereally poetic. 
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Adding
YOU to

Present your boarding pass to receive  a complimentary
30 minutes spa massage & 30% discount on Food and Beverage

YOUrself!

261 Spacious Rooms & Suites | Award Winning F&B Outlets | 
Largest Spa | 20,000 sq. Ft. Of Events & Meeting Spaces

Business or Leisure Trip, experience 
unmatched true hospitality!

Business or Leisure Trip, experience 
unmatched true hospitality!

radisson blu plaza delhi airport
National Highway-8, New Delhi 110037
For Bookings: 011 2677 9191, 011 4250 0500
Reservations@radissondel.comScan the code for a

virtual tour of the hotel
Scan code to

make reservations
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V I S T A PICTURE PERFECT

“Karlskrona may be a UNESCO World Heritage Site, but for me, this 
Swedish city is special because I spent my childhood there. In winters, 
I recall walking on frozen lakes with my friends on our way home from 
school. It’s a great place for trekking and swimming, too. For a taste of 
Swedish fika culture, my go-to cafés are the 160-year-old Gylles 
Konditori and Lenna� hs Confectionery, whose cinnamon rolls I adore!”

PRAGYA KAPOOR
Film producer, environmentalist

Karlskrona
A green haven nestled in a sea of blue.
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V I S T A PICTURE PERFECT

“With endless blue waters and white-sand beaches—Maldives is my 
go-to destination for a relaxing time. I’ll never forget the shades of 
the corals I witnessed while snorkelling in the lagoons. Take in the 
sunrise and sunsets as you swim in the crystal-clear waters. It’s a 
truly surreal experience. You need to see it in person to believe it!”

MALAIKA ARORA
Actor, entrepreneur 

Maldives
Dazzling. Dreamy. Delightful. 
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MORETON BAY REGION, AUSTRALIA 
WOODFORD FOLK FESTIVAL
27 DECEMBER 2022 TO 1 JANUARY 2023

A glorious celebration of harmony and bonhomie, this annual folk 

event stages over 400 acts, including street-theatre performances, 

acoustic jams, comedy sessions, environmental programmes, a 

children’s festival, and more. Set in Woodford, an enchanting village 

with ponds and butterfly trails, the event attracts kids and adults 

alike. Don’t miss the closing ceremony—a spectacular fire showcase 

held on New Year’s Day! woodfordfolkfestival.com 
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NAGALAND, INDIA
HORNBILL FESTIVAL
1 TO 10 DECEMBER 2022 

This charming, high-spirited cultural event takes place at Naga 

Heritage Village, Kisama, near the capital city of Kohima. Named 

after the bird that occupies a central place in the region’s folklore, the 

festival showcases the popular Hornbill Rock Contest, ethnic dance 

and musical performances by Naga tribes, a morung (traditional 

huts) exhibition, archery, and the fiery Naga chilli eating competition! 

tourism.nagaland.gov.in

Don’t let winter deter you from indulging in some glorious revelry. Here is a round-up of events  
that ensure the low temperatures just add to all the fun! 

By AAKRITI JASWANT 

ALL THINGS MERRY AND BRIGHT  

NASSAU, BAHAMAS
JUNKANOO FESTIVAL
26 DECEMBER 2022 AND 1 JANUARY 2023  

One of the most electric carnivals in the Caribbean, this lively affair 

celebrates Bahamian culture through a vibrant parade held twice—on 

Boxing Day (the day after Christmas) and on New Year’s Day. While 

colourful celebrations erupt on all the major islands, the grandest 

revelry takes place on Bay Street in the country’s capital, which sees 

thousands of people, many in striking costumes, dancing, making 

merry, and partying—vivid jubilation for all! bahamas.gov.bs 

# T R E N D I N G EVENTS
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 20 /  / DECEMBER 2022

Disclaimer: Please check online for the latest Covid-19 updates 
pertaining to the event before visiting or making a booking. CL
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EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND
HOGMANAY FESTIVAL
30 DECEMBER 2022 TO 1 JANUARY 2023

A rollicking fiesta to mark the end of the year! Famous for its hugely popular torchlight 

procession, thrilling outdoor street parties, and mesmerising fireworks display on 

31st December, Hogmanay is surely an event to remember. This year, savour musical 

performances by pop sensation Sophie Ellis-Bextor and the Pet Shop Boys. On New Year’s 

Day, enjoy the ‘Loony Dook’, a quirky activity that involves taking a dip in the icy Forth River! 

edinburghshogmanay.com 

# T R E N D I N G EVENTS

AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS
AMSTERDAM LIGHT FESTIVAL
1 DECEMBER 2022 TO 22 JANUARY 2023

Witness the Dutch capital come alive in a breathtaking vision of 

glittering light installations, set up by designers and artists from 

across the globe. This year, in the 11th edition of this annual event, 

the canals of the city will be decorated with 20 stunning artworks on 

display daily from 5pm onwards. Experience this festival on foot or 

aboard a cruise. amsterdamlightfestival.com 

LES DEUX ALPES, FRANCE
RISE FESTIVAL
10 TO 17 DECEMBER 2022

End the year with an exhilarating party in the farthest 

reaches of the French Alps! This power-packed festival is 

a week-long affair packed with groovy electronic music 

concerts and stirring adventure activities like skiing, 

snowboarding, husky safaris, and more—all set against  

a backdrop of majestic snow-covered peaks.  

rise-festival.com 
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# T R E N D I N G SOCIAL FEED

WHATʼS UP ON SOCIAL?
Tune into all the Vistara chatter on social media.

#TAG US IN GET SOCIAL WITH US
Tag us on social media, add #vistara, 
and you may stand a chance to be 
featured in the Vistara infl ight magazine.

@airvistara @vistara@vistara Vistara - TATA SIA Airlines Ltd.

TWEET ON POINT

@itskharra

@Samad Khan @sidpatankar
@drkitp

@vforvidhii @mouyiefi tness
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The Holiday
Romance/Comedy I 2H 18M 

Die Hard (1988)
Action/Thriller I 2H 12M

Klaus 
Family/Comedy I 1H 37M
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CINE CELEBRATIONS 

MOVIES GALORE

Pick a spot on the couch, grab a bucket of popcorn, and check out our selection of the ultimate holiday  
movies and shows. There’s a surprise for theatre lovers, as well!

 By AAKRITI JASWANT

This romantic comedy follows the 

lives of two women on different 

continents. Iris Simpkins (Kate 

Winslet) lives in England, while 

Amanda Woods (Cameron Diaz) 

resides in the USA. The common 

thread? Both are frustrated with 

their personal lives. Looking for 

a change, they find each other 

on a home-swap website and 

decide to switch homes for the 

holidays. As fate would have it, 

each finds love, unexpectedly and 

hilariously. Watch on: Apple TV+

While the jury is still out on whether 

Die Hard is a Christmas movie 

or not, its Yuletide setting makes 

it the definitive action-packed 

holiday film! Starring Bruce Willis 

as John McClane, a New York Police 

detective, this story unfolds in Los 

Angeles, where an office building 

and its employees are taken hostage 

by a terrorist organisation. While the 

movie runs high on adrenaline, there 

are also moments of clever comedy 

that make it an enjoyable watch.

Watch on: Apple TV+

Directed by Frank Capra and starring James Stewart, this heart-

warming Christmastime classic is a much-loved favourite. Based 

on a short story inspired by Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, the 

movie follows George Bailey, a businessman who feels defeated and 

discouraged by life’s blows. As he considers committing suicide on 

Christmas Eve, a guardian angel shows him what life would be like 

without him in it. Uplifting and sentimental, soak in this season’s 

magical spirit with this one. Watch on: Amazon Prime Video

It’s A Wonderful Life  
Drama/Comedy I 2H 10M

Directed by Sergio Pablos, this Spanish-

American animation offers a fresh take on the 

story of Santa Claus’ origin. The plot centres 

on Jesper Johansen, a selfish postman, posted 

in the cold, fictional town of Smeerensburg. An 

unlikely friendship between him and a reclusive 

toymaker (Klaus) inspires the duo to spread joy 

by delivering gifts to the children of the dreary 

town. Kids are sure to love this one! 

Watch on: Netflix
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PAYMENT
SOLUTIONS

TRAVEL SMART
INITIATIVES

SMART
TECHNOLOGY

Har Khushi Ke Liye Kaafi Hai

T E C H N O L O G Y  T H A T  C H A N G E S  L I V E S

EbixCash Mobility Software has revolutionised Bus Travel, Data Center Operations and Telecom 
Services. Enabling New-Gen travel through Intelligent Transport Systems, Smart Card usage et al,  

EbixCash today, is at the forefront of Digital Transformation.

• Wealth & Asset Management   •  Lending Solutions   •  Bus Transport Technologies   •  BPO Services
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Bling Empire 
Reality I 3 Seasons

Say I Do 
Reality I 1 Season  

AN OTT EXTRAVAGANZA

 

Enter a world of true love and miracles with this 

Netflix reality series about fairy-tale wedding 

dreams that come true! Three professionals—

interior designer Jeremiah Brent, fashion 

designer Thai Nguyen, and chef Gabriele 

Bertaccini—plan the ultimate surprise nuptials, 

in less than a week, for couples who have gone 

through obstacles in their journey of love. A 

wholesome watch during the wedding season. 

Watch on: Netflix

An Amazon original, this critically acclaimed 

show, created by Zoya Akhtar, follows the 

lives of Delhi-based wedding planners, 

Tara (Sobhita Dhulipala) and Karan (Arjun 

Mathur), who run the eponymous agency. 

While battling their own personal demons, 

they must also navigate a world where 

traditions clash with modern aspirations, 

and the often tense reality behind weddings 

in India. Brimming with drama, it’s a 

complex and riveting watch! 

Watch on: Amazon Prime Video 

A Netflix original, this reality series 

follows the lavish lives of Los Angeles’ 

uber-rich Asian and Asian-American 

socialites. Take part in all the fun and 

theatrics as these billionaires and 

millionaires indulge in extravagant 

parties, a glamorous lifestyle, and 

heaps of drama! The show has been 

praised for being the first American 

reality production with an all-Asian 

cast. Enjoy your dose of sparkling 

celebrations with this! 

Watch on: Netflix
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A Christmas Carol
30 November to 24 December 2022

San Francisco 

Lovers of the performing arts can usher in 

the holiday season by enjoying this classic 

Christmas production. The Bay Area’s 

American Conservatory Theatre (ACT) is 

bringing back its much-celebrated play, 

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, at the 

Toni Rembe Theatre. Directed by Peter J. Kuo 

and starring James Carpenter and Anthony 

Fusco in alternating performances of Ebenezer 

Scrooge, this timeless tale of redemption 

features a multi-generational cast, delightful 

music, and beautiful costumes. 

Made In Heaven    
Drama I 1 Season 

THEATRE
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A WORLD OF ENCHANTMENT    
Experience mystery, love, beauty, and so much more with these charming books this holiday season. 

By AAKRITI JASWANT
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A MAN CALLED OVE
By Fredrik Backman
This debut novel is sure to warm your heart 

and soul! The protagonist, Ove, is grumpy, has 

staunch morals, a strict routine, and a hot temper. 

Essentially, he is “the bitter neighbour from hell.” 

But thereʼs more than meets the eye here. While 

he believes he is surrounded by people who lack 

common sense, behind Oveʼs cranky exterior lies 

a poignant story unknown to many. And when a 

chatty couple and their enthusiastic daughters 

move in next door, it marks the beginning of 

unexpected friendships and a series of comical 

events. A must-read! 

BRIDGET JONESʼS DIARY
By Helen Fielding
Published in 1996, this modern classic is one of 

the forerunners of the ̒ chick lit  ̓movement. Itʼs 

written in the form of a personal diary in which 

Bridget Jones, a 30-something single woman 

from London, details her worries regarding 

her love life, self-image, weight, and career. 

Hilarious, witty, and extremely relatable, the 

book inspired a hit movie franchise. A perfect 

read around this time of the year since the 

story is set on New Yearʼs Day and is all about 

fulfi lling fresh resolutions.

HOW THE EARTH GOT ITS BEAUTY
By Sudha Murty
As delightful as its colourful cover, this book is 

the ideal gift to inculcate the habit of reading 

in children. A masterful storyteller, Murty 

lucidly narrates the tale of how our wonderful 

planet was created by Mother Nature, while 

encouraging young readers to look around 

them and wonder about how our natural 

marvels—vast oceans, vibrant flowers, tall 

mountains, and exotic animals—came into 

existence. Filled with beautiful artwork, this 

one will captivate and teach children to be 

curious about the universe.

MIDWINTER MURDER: FIRESIDE MYSTERIES 
FROM THE QUEEN OF CRIME
By Agatha Christie
Fans of detective fiction will gobble this up! 

Pick a cosy nook and enjoy this gripping 

collection of winter-themed mysteries from 

the queen of suspense, Agatha Christie. Full 

of deadly snowdrifts, guests with hidden 

secrets, and poisoned meals, it also includes 

the mystery-solving expertise of much-loved 

detectives, Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple. 

This omnibus of short stories will keep you at 

the edge of your seat this holiday season.

NIGELLA CHRISTMAS: FOOD, FAMILY, 
FRIENDS, FESTIVITIES
By Nigella Lawson
The defi nite cookbook for Yuletide soirées! A 

gorgeous work containing Lawsonʼs practical 

approach and advice, it makes sure that you 

donʼt fret over last-minute chaos during the 

festive party season. Illustrated with more 

than 250 delectable photographs, it includes 

lip-smacking recipes for Christmas cakes and 

puddings, ginger-baked ham, festive drinks, 

edible tree decorations, and even vegetarian 

feast options!

THE CHRISTMAS BOOKSHOP: A NOVEL
By Jenny Colgan
Allʼs not going well for Carmen. She has been 

laid off  from her job and must move in for the 

holidays with her goody-two-shoes sister in 

scenic Edinburgh upon her motherʼs insistence. 

Little does she know her life is about to change 

dramatically as she takes up a job restoring 

Mr McCredieʼs charming yet rickety bookshop in 

the neighbourhood. For around the corner 

is a famous author who unexpectedly shows 

keen interest in the shop—and her. This one is 

sure to make you swoon with the romance and 

warmth of Christmas.
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OF STYLISH ENDINGS 
AND GLITZY BEGINNINGS

Say goodbye to the year that’s been and herald a fresh start with our definitive guide for a 
flamboyant New Year’s Eve bash. From decoration inspiration to engaging activities, here 

are top tips to ensure your soirée is a shimmering success!

By AAKRITI JASWANT 

AIRY DREAMS  
Traditional balloon decorations are passé. Introduce a 

festive vibe by way of colourful and fun balloon arches 

that look great in both indoor and outdoor settings. 

Complement the set-up with a ‘Happy New Year’ banner. 

Let’s begin with the basics. Add some celebratory colour to 
your New Year’s Eve party with these timeless ornamentations.
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Classic Must-Haves 
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BLOSSOMING FRAGRANCES       
Silver and gold are popular colours for a New Year’s Eve 

gala, but tread a different path by opting for a delicately 

colourful floral affair. Chic white-and-pink flowers in an 

elegant vase or as centrepiece arrangements and floral 

backdrops are great options. Colour-themed posies add 

a light, fun touch.   

A BURST OF CONFETTI  
Start the new year with a ‘bang’ by placing these 

cute cylinders in a central, easy-to-reach spot so 

that when the countdown begins, your guests can 

pop them as soon as midnight strikes. This one is a 

sure-shot crowd pleaser!

TWINKLING DELIGHTS       
Turn your outdoor party area into an oasis of 

ethereal sparkle with trusty fairy lights. Wrap 

them around your foliage or create an overhead 

layer stretching across your open space for a 

fairyland-like ambience! 
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Bring On The Bling 

TIME TO DISCO
Adorn your ceilings with these classic and shiny globes for some 

retro glamour! Quick tip: Don’t go for one size. Instead, use 

multiple balls of varying proportions. This will add some layering 

and a professional touch. Now, all you need is the Bee Gees’ 

Stayin’ Alive playing in the background!

TINSELTOWN 
Amp up the party ambience 

instantly with these glittering 

partitions! Available in a 

range of colours, tinsel  

offers a glamorous 

alternative to curtains. Use 

them for a big surprise 

reveal,  a suspenseful game 

accessory, or that perfect 

Instagram shot!

SHINING GLORY      
Fluorescent elements are making a comeback, in both fashion and 

décor. Incorporate them by using neon signs on walls and snack 

countertops. A ‘Cheers’ or ‘Let’s Party’ sign fits the theme and 

makes for a striking photo backdrop!  

Transform your event into a starry affair with our recommendations of sparkling embellishments. 

A JAZZY SPREAD       
Usher in some razzle and dazzle to your New Year’s bash by adorning 

your dining space with a striking metallic or sequined covering. And 

just like that, transform your table setting into both an electrifying 

focal point and a glittering backdrop for your refreshments!  
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Turn Up The Party 

MUSICAL TIMES  
Make the night truly memorable with a delightful singing session with family and friends! 

While a professional machine is the best option, you can also set up a screen aided by 

online karaoke websites. Be sure to add some props and wigs for the fun factor!    

HAPPY JUNCTION 
Liven up your outdoor space by setting 

up a make-your-own-drinks bar! Get 

a wooden table, add an assortment of 

beverages and edible garnishings, and 

decorate it with flowers, cane trays, 

buntings, and goblets. Now throw open 

the area for your guests and let them 

create their own delicious concoctions. 

Sure to be a scintillating hit!  

Infuse energy into your soirée with some fun activities and games that double as décor elements. 

OF GOALS AND GUSTO  
It’s resolution time! Set up a board in a corner to 

encourage your guests, both the resolute and reluctant, 

to jot down their hopes and resolutions for the new year. 

Be prepared for some good-natured teasing and laughs! 

It also serves as an excellent ice breaker. 

GAMING PLEASURES
Keep both kids and adults engaged and entertained by organising a fun 

piñata, filled with sparkling streamers, tantalising treats, and cute gifts. 

Enhance the visual appeal by decorating the area with colourful ribbons, 

lights, and streamers. It’s fun time for all!

CL
OC

KW
IS

E F
RO

M 
TO

P:
 B

or
ne

oR
im

ba
wa

n/
 S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k;

Mo
nk

ey
 B

us
in

es
s I

ma
ge

s/
 S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k;

 R
ay

 K
ac

ha
to

ria
n/

 G
et

ty
im

ag
es

; S
tu

di
o R

om
an

tic
/ S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k

30-36_VIST-1222-TRENDING_Decor_L SB PC CC   3630-36_VIST-1222-TRENDING_Decor_L SB PC CC   36 25/11/22   7:26 PM25/11/22   7:26 PM



Untitled-1   1Untitled-1   1 22/11/22   2:05 PM22/11/22   2:05 PM

 38 /  / DECEMBER 2022

# T R E N D I N G WOMEN’S COUTURE

CL
OC

KW
IS

E F
RO

M 
TO

P:
 D

en
is

 B
uk

hl
ae

v/
Sh

ut
te

rs
to

ck
; J

er
em

y M
oe

lle
r/

 G
et

ty
im

ag
es

; C
hr

is
tia

n V
ie

rig
/ G

et
ty

im
ag

es
; E

dw
ar

d 
Be

rt
he

lo
t/

 G
et

ty
im

ag
es

COLOURS OF 
THE BRIDE

This wedding season’s most en vogue outfits for the 
fashionable bride and her close-knit circle of friends.    

By ANANYA BAHL

PURPLE MULTI-TIERED 
LEHENGA SET BY 
SEEMA GUJRAL
A playful colour for the 

bride, purple also conveys 

regalia and is perfect 

for a palace-themed 

wedding. The glittering 

gota patti embroidery 

and three-tiered skirt add 

to the effervescent flair 

of this outfit. `2,42,000; 

seemagujral.com

STARBURST OFF-SHOULDER 
GOWN BY ROHIT GANDHI + 
RAHUL KHANNA
This gloriously chic, mermaid 

bridal gown is the stuff 

of dreams for a sangeet 

or reception night! The 

shimmering crystals, sparkling  

as you move to the music, will 

create a magical effect. And 

the hand-cut silk organza fray 

hem makes for an ethereal 

layer at the base.

`2,75,000; rohitandrahul.com

YELLOW 
EMBROIDERED 
JACKET BY JJ VALAYA
Glow like sunshine in this 

yellow, raw silk jacket 

adorned with a digital 

print and embroidery 

detailing! Pair it with a 

bright-coloured sari or 

dress. Apt for both the 

bride or her bridesmaids, 

this Indo-Western top is 

sure to turn heads at  

a mehendi function or  

any day event.  

`2,95,000; valaya.com
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“Several factors influence a student’s career path. It only takes one piece of  good advice to change 
a life for the better. Interests, potential, and scope are three key checkpoints.”

INSPIRED LIVING WITH THE 
RIGHT CAREER CHOICE

SPECIAL FEATURE

Raising a child with entrepreneurial 
ambitions? Here’s how to guide them 
toward the right path.
We are living in an era of start-ups. 
India is thriving, and so are the unique, 
innovative business ideas of our young 
pioneers. Children are no exception, as 
they contribute to the same. The coding 
bug is capturing hearts and minds, 
groundbreaking innovations in school labs 
are seeing the light of day, and our next 
generation is emerging as true visionaries!

There is no shortage of start-up ideas 
that might transform various sectors, 
change the trajectory, and contribute to 
society and its welfare. However, are our 
children getting the right kind of support 
and guidance?
Dr Manimekalai Mohan, Founder of 
SSVM Group of Institutions, Coimbatore, 
is a fi rm believer in ‘Celebrating the 
Entrepreneurial Vision’. In this casual chat, 
she shares valuable and signifi cant insights 
on nurturing children’s managerial and 
business ambitions.

How should one encourage an 
entrepreneurial mindset and ambitions 
in children? How tough is it to guide them 
on a path to be responsible, competent, 
but non-greedy?
The fi rst step is to make them understand 
how the entire process works. If they have 
an idea that needs manufacturing, explain 
how raw materials are generated and 
sourced, the e� orts of those involved in 
bringing it to the factory, and the process to 
get the fi nal product. The essential concept 
of this entire exercise is to understand and 
appreciate the e� orts of everyone involved 

Dr Manimekalai Mohan

Founder & Managing Trustee, SSVM 
Institutions, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

several unique concepts that are interesting 
and intriguing simultaneously. All you need 
is a little inspiration, out-of-the-box thinking, 
and practical plans to invest the right 
amount of money. Shark Tank is one such 
programme. Remember, there is always 
scope for an error in judgment, which is an 
integral part of running a business. Children 
will learn even from their mistakes.

How should one analyse a new idea 
without o� ending a child’s enthusiasm?
For starters, running a business needs 
seed money. As a parent, you may want 
to fund your child’s idea. But before that, 
teach your child the concept of ‘fi nancial 
literacy’. Give them some small amounts 
of money, ask for investment options, 
inquire about their buying power, and 
explain the concept of profi ts and losses. 
Talk about investment plans only after they 
gain considerable knowledge about the 
concept of ‘money’. 

Marketing a product is a big game-
changer. It requires interpersonal skills 
and an open mind. It is natural to feel 
dejected if one doesn’t get the desired 
results. How should you handle their 
disappointment?
Ask your child to start from scratch if you 
belong to a business family. Give tasks in 
your free time, dabble in marketing and 
selling, and hone skills. Disappointment is a 
natural reaction that should not discourage 
a child from moving forward. Seek help 
from friends and introduce children to 
books and concepts on marketing and 
discuss. Finally, stay grounded and do not 
build castles in the air. Remember, it all 
starts with small, simple steps to success!   

in making the right product, be it farmers, 
labourers, workers, engineers, or others. It 
is a collective e� ort!

Small-scale industries in India are 
making it big. How should one introduce 
children to various sectors of business?
As parents and teachers, we should talk 
to them about how each product is made. 
Small-scale industries are the backbone of 
our economy and contribute signifi cantly to 
various sectors. Schools should encourage 
fi eld trips to factories and production units, 
and allow children to observe, watch, and 
learn the concept behind every product. 
Children are genuinely curious, and we 
should have the patience and knowledge 
to answer all their questions and keep their 
interests intact.

Can the digital world help children 
decide their path in the business world?
Absolutely! We live in a world of free 
billboards, and the digital arena o� ers 
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RAVYA BY JADE
Traditionally considered 

to be the most auspicious 

colour for brides, red 

makes a grand comeback 

this winter! Fusing classic 

and contemporary 

perspectives, this lehenga 

presents a fresh take on 

the graceful, everlasting, 

vermilion-hued bridal look.

`2,81,100; jadebymk.com

CRYSTAL CONFETTI 
STELLAR GOWN BY 
SHIVAN & NARRESH
The signature body-

contouring silhouette of 

this outfit is perfect for a 

jubilant cocktail night! Its 

snazzy, floor-sweeping 

hem emphasises drama, 

while the colourful 

crystals and three-

dimensional skeinwork 

reflect light with glitzy 

panache! `5,88,950; 

shivanandnarresh.com

# T R E N D I N G WOMEN’S COUTURE

PRINTED SUIT SET  
BY TARUN TAHILIANI
Elegant and timeless, this 

set features the brand’s 

classic wine-shaded kurta 

boasting a paisley print. 

Complex Kashmiri thread 

work accentuates its rich jewel 

tone—the perfect mehendi 

look for the bride’s mom. It 

comes with a printed salwar 

and georgette dupatta. 

`2,84,900; taruntahiliani.com

LOOK 70 BY ELIE SAAB
Bridal gowns and sparkling embellishments are all the rage 

this season and this stunning creation, studded with colourful 

pearlescent and silver crystals on blush silk tulle, along with a 

matching veil, will bring a bride’s fairy-tale princess dreams to life. 

Price on request; eliesaab.com
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THE GLAMOROUS 
GROOM 

With wedding festivities on in full swing, here’s some 
fashion inspiration for grooms and best men who are all 

set to make a style statement or two.  
By SURINA SAYAL

PLAY IT COOL
Stay on-trend with a  

well-tailored, ice blue-

grey sherwani, featuring 

intricate embroidery, 

from Jatin Malik. The 

delicate thread work 

will complement other 

elements in the groom’s 

outfit such as a 

rose-coloured stole  

and safa (turban). 

`1,55,500; 

jatinmalikcouture.com

MOTIF MAGIC
Friends of the groom can opt for sophisticated bandhgala sets like 

this grey cotton-silk one with subtle motif embroidery. Not only 

does this Sanjev Marwaaha creation spell elegance, it’s also perfect 

for those day-long functions under the winter sun.

`42,500; sanjevmarwaaha.com

EMBROIDERED TO 
PERFECTION
Floral and nature-

inspired motifs have 

taken fashion runways 

by storm, which is 

why this Rohit Bal 

black-velvet and silk 

tuxedo is a must for 

the suave groom. 

Stunning floral resham 

(silk) embroidery 

and a statement 

hummingbird are 

eye-catching to say the 

least. Flamboyant! 

`99,999; rohitbal.com
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With 11 luxury retail destinations located across the globe, 
The Bicester Collection attracts a globally connected community of guests with their impressive range 

of internationally renowned brands across fashion, beauty, and home décor products. And its pretty, 
village-themed shopping arenas offer a charming escape, certain to entice one and all!

SPECIAL FEATURE

Shopping and Dining Havens 
Each of the nine Villages in The Bicester 
Collection in Europe is located within 
reach of the world’s most important 
gateway cities: London, Milan, Munich, 
Dublin, Barcelona, Madrid, Paris, Brussels, 
Antwerp, Cologne, Düsseldorf, and 
Frankfurt. Here, the group’s esteemed 
clientele not only gets to enjoy the 
world’s best brands—from luxury to 
contemporary—at up to 60 per cent of 
the RRP (recommended retail price), they 
also get to savour scrumptious delicacies, 
thanks to the various restaurants serving 
inventive and traditional culinary fare at all 
the Villages. Guests can also avail fi ve-star 
services such as invitation-only collection 
previews, hands-free shopping, and 
concierge and chau� eur services. In order 

to make the shopping experience even 
more convenient, the luxury retail chain has 
tied up with Axis Bank, Mastercard India, 
American Express, and more, all of whom 
o� er exclusive benefi ts to their clients.

AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE!

Bespoke Destinations
Home to a striking array of international 
and niche European brands, each of the 
Villages are thoughtfully and aesthetically 
designed, keeping in mind the unique 
culture of their locations. Bicester Village, 
the Collection’s founding Village, set near 
London and the Cotswolds, hosts over 
150 boutiques in an open-air, landscaped, 
and pedestrianised mall space, with an 
inviting ambience. Milan’s Fidenza Village, 
in the Emilia Romagna district, is inspired 
by the region’s musical heritage, specifi cally 
composer Giuseppe Verdi, and, therefore, 
incorporates theatrical stage sets from his 
operas. Eternally mesmerising, La Vallée 
Village in Paris is reminiscent of France’s 
picturesque countryside. Located adjacent 
to Disneyland Paris, it is one of the world’s 
most popular shopping destinations. And 
while Madrid’s Las Rozas Village impresses 
with its architectural designs, Frankfurt’s 
Wertheim Village is a fairy-tale oasis with 
its backdrop of castles and forests. 

In essence, regardless of the village 
you visit, The Bicester Collection promises 
tailored retail experiences like no other! 
thebicestercollection.com

La Roca Village 
Apartment, Barcelona.

The Apartment, an invite-
only VIP space at La Roca 
Village, Barcelona.

Visitors stroll through streets adorned 
with Christmas lights and decorations 
at  Maasmechelen Village in Brussels.

Scenic setting of 
Ingolstadt Village, Munich.
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PASTEL ELEGANCE
Soft shades have 

been making waves 

in Indian wedding 

wear and this peach 

raw-silk sherwani 

with dhoti pants 

from YAJY by Aditya 

Jain is as chic as it is 

traditional. Its tone-

on-tone chikankari 

work and delicate 

gold accents make 

it the perfect choice 

for the urbane 

groom. `72,250; 

azafashions.com

# T R E N D I N G MEN’S COUTURE

FUSION FUNK
Groomsmen will look dapper in 

this black Indo-western outfit 

by Amit Arora that flaunts a 

stylish front-pleated panel 

embellished with a brass 

brooch. Slim-fit cotton trousers 

and a velour stole add to this 

outfit’s charm.

`39,800; amitarora.co

BEST FOOT FORWARD
A well-dressed man knows the importance of fine 

footwear, and these wine-coloured leather juttis from 

Brune & Bareskin hit the spot! Featuring unique zardozi 

work, they’re sure to capture everyone’s attention on  

the dance floor at sangeet ceremonies. 

`6,999; voganow.com

WRAPPED IN STYLE
Elevate your kurta or 

bandhgala instantly with 

this elegant kalamkari 

pashmina shawl from 

Taroob. A stylish accessory 

for both the groom and his 

best men, this also makes 

for a great gift for one’s 

guy tribe.  

`6,500; taroob.in
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# T R E N D I N G DESSERTS 

These show-stopper sweet treats are perfect for the 
year-end celebratory season!

By PRACHI JOSHI
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It’s that time of the year when party invites are in abundance, and you must 

pull out all stops if you want to be known as the host with the most. Get 

everyone talking with a centrepiece dessert designed to impress and delight 

your guests. From towering creations to theatrical presentations, these 

dramatic desserts not only taste great but also 

bring a wow factor to your table.

DESSERT DRAMA MULTI-TIERED CAKE 
When it comes to grand 

celebrations, you can’t go 

wrong with a spectacular 

multi-tiered cake. In general, 

a three- or five-tier cake is 

perfect for most parties. Use 

wooden or plastic dowels to 

hold the layers together; the 

cake sizes should reduce  

as you go up—12 inches,  

9 inches, and 6 inches. Take 

your creation to another 

level (literally!) by using a 

floating cake spacer with 

a sidebar to make an anti-

gravity cake. Use flowers 

and foliage to hide the 

sidebar and along the base 

of each tier to create the 

illusion of a suspended cake.

BAKED ALASKA  
Retro is cool again! And it’s no surprise that the much-loved Baked Alaska 

(also called Bombe Alaska) is making a comeback. This dome-shaped ice 

cream-and-cake concoction encased in meringue makes for a fun dessert 

centrepiece. Make sure to freeze the ice cream for a few hours (ideally 

overnight) before popping it over the baked cake. Slather the meringue all 

over it—the meringue should be at least half an inch thick and completely 

cover the ice cream and cake with no gaps. Bake until the meringue is light 

brown. Alternatively, toast the meringue with a kitchen torch. You can even 

flambé it for an impressive finale! 

CHRISTMAS TRIFLE   
Pressed for time? Let the gorgeous yet easy-to-make English 

trifle come to your rescue! Choose clear glass serveware and 

fill it with alternating layers of sponge cake, custard, and fruit. 

This will ensure the delectable layers are visible. Give the trifle a 

Yuletide twist by using red fruit like raspberries and strawberries. 

Embellish it with whipped cream and a Christmas tree cut-out 

from kiwi to make a delightful topper.
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COCONUT LADOOS    
Did you think ladoos are synonymous with 

the Diwali season? Then think again! Enjoy 

the versatility of this adored Indian sweet 

at your New Year party. Give the traditional 

ladoo a delicious ‘coconut’ twist and present 

these confections stacked in a tower on a 

buffet table or serve in individual copper 

cups for sit-down meals. Add a modern taste 

by rolling them in grated chocolate, finely 

chopped pecans, or colourful sprinkles. 

Coconut ladoos are a great make-ahead 

option so you don’t have to deal with dessert 

stress on the day of your celebration!

GINGERBREAD HOUSE
’Tis the season, and if you’re throwing 

a Christmas-themed party, a classic 

gingerbread house is perfect for your 

holiday table. It can be as elaborate as 

you want, so unleash your creativity—add 

a chimney with graham crackers, icing, 

and red chewy candy. Or have yourself 

a white Christmas with royal icing and 

coarse sugar to make a snow-kissed roof. 

Of course, you don’t have to stick to a 

‘house’; try a gingerbread castle or cabin, 

instead. Finally, string some fairy lights on 

the outside or use LED lights on the inside 

for a cosy vibe.

JALEBI SANDWICHES  
Sweet, syrupy jalebis are always a hit at parties. 

Get creative with your presentation and offer a 

jalebi ice cream sandwich—place a scoop of ice 

cream between two jalebis, and voilà! While the 

bright orange-yellow jalebis are eye-catching on 

their own, you can sprinkle pops of contrasting 

colours and textures with rose petals, flaked 

almonds or chopped pistachios. Alternatively, 

replace the jalebi with the Bengali imarti, which 

comes in a lovely flower shape.

CROQUEMBOUCHE
If you’re a fan of baking shows, you must be 

familar with this classic French dessert, which 

aptly translates as ‘crunch in the mouth’. A tall 

pyramid of choux pastry puffs, all held together by 

threads of caramel, it’s a delightful sight for sure! 

The classic version uses vanilla pastry cream, 

but you can experiment with coffee, lemon, and 

chocolate flavours. Use fresh flowers, sprigs of 

greenery, or sparklers to add to the drama and  

an exciting dollop of Parisian flair to your event!

# T R E N D I N G DESSERTS 
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MASCULINE 
INSIGNIA 

Be it a wedding or a fashionable soirée, check 
out these stylish adornments for the man who 

knows how to make an entrance! 
By ANANYA BAHL

LAYERED NECKLACE BY RUBY RAANG STUDIO
The muted glam of this royal neckpiece will not go unnoticed. 

Crafted with kundan (gems set with gold foil) and pearl, this  

multi-layered, silver-toned necklace matches perfectly with a black 

or an ivory-hued sherwani. Perfect for a daytime event or an evening 

party. `3,999; jaypore.com

COSA NOSTRAA GOLD MUSTANG-TIMED BROOCH
Make a statement like no other with this antique-finish brooch! 

Imaginative and classy, it features carved stallion, elephant, and 

clock motifs along with chain tassels, all designed to enhance an 

outfit’s regal appeal.  `7,780; azafashions.com

LABAN FOUNTAIN PEN: GALILEO ROSE GOLD
Give this accessory pride of place in your sherwani or shirt 

pocket and be guaranteed a compliment or two. A delicate, 

bevelled edge and metallic overlay on resin give it an elegant 

sheen, while the chromed detailing reflects masterful 

craftsmanship! 19,500; swastikpenn.com

 52 /  / DECEMBER 2022
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PERU GOLD MENʼS RING BY 
R NARAYAN JEWELLERS

Crafted in 22K gold, this magnifi cent band provides just the right dose 

of glittery glam to any outfi t. Its cubic front lends it a quiet sophistication, 

making it pair well with both Indian and Western outfi ts! 

`1,92,154; rnarayanjewellers.com

BRAD DIAMOND BRACELET BY CARATLANE
Set in 18K yellow gold and featuring 0.202-carat diamonds, this slim 

bracelet is sure to be a dapper addition to your formal outfi t. Displaying 

confi dent fl air, this bracelet will help you stay ahead of the fashion curve!

`63,024; caratlane.com

KUNDAN SAFA BROOCH WITH 
PEARLS BY KKAUSTABH JEWELS

Apt for both the groom and his buddies, 

this sarpech (turban adornment) fl aunts 

kundan, red-and-green stones, and pearls. A 

gorgeous addition to traditional Indian attire, 

itʼs perfect for the main nuptial ceremony! 

`8,100; jaypore.com

FOREVERMARK ICON™ COLLECTION 
ENAMEL CUFFLINKS

Crafted with 18K white gold, these cuffl  inks boast 

a black enamel panel, studded with a chic 

De Beers Forevermark diamond. An eff ortlessly 

sleek accessory, they add an understated 

panache to formal outfi ts.  

`1,52,499; forevermark.com
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PRECIOUS POISE
Channel your inner diva with our selection of 

dazzling jewellery to glam up your celebrations.
By ANANYA BAHL

SWAROVSKI GEMA CLIP EARRINGS
Featuring multicoloured crystals in mixed cuts, 

these chandelier-style earrings are an uber-glam 

accessory for cocktail extravaganzas. Pair them with 

a stunning black gown for a strikingly chic ensemble. 

`35,000; swarovski.com

CHOPARD PRECIOUS LACE VAGUE RING
Say “I do” with this artistic ring resembling the foaming 

billows of the sea. This maximalist piece is carved from 

18K rose gold with intricately set diamonds in various 

cuts. Stunningly elegant!

Price on request; chopard.com

INDOMPTABLES DE CARTIER BRACELET
This elaborate jewel shows off  two animals from the enigmatic 

Cartier menagerie: the zebra and crocodile. Daring to hybridise 

jewellery, the brand uses yellow gold and black lacquer as a setting 

for tsavorite garnet, moonstone, and onyx, with interchanging animal 

prints. An absolutely scintillating addition to your collection!

Price on request; cartier.com
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TIFFANY VICTORIA™ 
DIAMOND BRANCH 
PENDANT
Said to have “an intensity 

that rivals the night sky”, 

this diaphanous pendant 

shows off  round, brilliant, 

and marquise diamonds set 

in 18K rose gold. The perfect 

choice for an intimate aff air!

`4,23,500; tiff any.co.in
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HANDCRAFTED CHANRAMA 
TIKKA
Moissanite polki (uncut diamond backed 

by silver or gold foil) and pure silver make 

up this delicate ornament that gives off  

a royal, traditional vibe. Wear it with a 

range of outfi ts—colourful, shimmery, or 

monotone—to make a graceful statement.   

`23,590; weaverstory.com

THE ADEENA 
NOSE RING BY 
BLUESTONE
Featuring 29 brilliant 

diamonds set in 18K 

yellow gold, this gorgeous 

nose ring embodies the 

demure spirit of the bride 

as she looks forward to 

new beginnings. A piece 

of jewellery thatʼs truly 

intrinsic to traditional 

Indian culture!

`23,880; bluestone.com

ZOYA DEW DROPS BANGLE
Reminiscent of a rain-washed forest, this 

pretty bracelet fl aunts vivid emeralds and 

custom-cut turquoise stones encrusted 

between champagne diamonds, alluringly set 

in 18K rose gold. Pairs beautifully with both 

Indian and Western outfi ts. `3,90,862; zoya.in
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TIARA BY HOUSE 
OF SILLAGE
This limited-edition perfume 

makes a royal statement! 

Encrusted with shimmering 

blue gemstones, the crown-

shaped bottle is sure to take 

centre stage on your dressing 

table. A fl oral delight, the 

fragrance is infused with notes 

of tangerine, cinnamon, and 

Madagascar vanilla.  

Approx. `98,612; 
houseofsillage.com 

LOUBIDOO BY CHRISTIAN 
LOUBOUTIN
Featuring a crowned cat 

holding Louboutinʼs signature 

lipstick, sitting atop a bottle in 

the brandʼs iconic red shade, 

this perfume is the very 

defi nition of coquettish charm. 

The fl oral fruity fragrance 

within is marked with notes of 

strawberry, rose, and cedar. 

Approx. `24,443; 
us.christianlouboutin.com  

CAROLINA HERRERA VERY 
GOOD GIRL EAU DE PARFUM
This exquisite vial will be the 

star of every room it sets foot in! 

Flaunting the brandʼs signature 

house shade and aromas of 

redcurrant, lychee, and rose, its 

fl amboyant stiletto shape proves 

that ̒ very good girls  ̓are truly 

fabulous and fearless!

`7,515; parcos.com  

VISUAL AROMAS 
Sweet, bold, sophisticated, whimsical, and more! Check out our hand-picked selection of the worldʼs most 

gorgeous perfume vials designed to reflect the striking personalities of their fragrances.  
By AAKRITI JASWANT  
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ARABESQUE BY 
THE MERCHANT 
OF VENICE  
Step into the magical world 

of the Arabian Nights with 

this mesmerising blue-

and-gold bottle, covered 

in enchanting motifs and 

adorned with a golden 

topper. Created by Venetian 

perfumers for both men and 

women, it has a distinctive 

olfactory signature, with 

notes of plum, cinnamon, 

and benzoin-vetiver. 

`19,125; parcos.com   
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ORIANA BY PARFUMS DE MARLY 
Inspired by 18th-century French royal courts, 

this sophisticated fragrance boasts a stunning, 

hot-pink decanter, beaded tassel, and silver 

topper. Floral, fresh, and fruity, itʼs infused with 

notes of grapefruit, blackcurrant, and Chantilly 

cream. `25,600; mdpindia.com 

PACO RABANNE FAME EAU 
DE PARFUM
This stunning, metallic, 

robot-like bottle is testament 

to the avant-garde luxury 

that the playful, sensual, and 

empowered woman seeks. Its 

hedonistically creamy aroma, 

with notes of jasmine and 

luscious mango, fl aunts innate 

Parisian femininity. 

A chic contrast! 

`9,900; sephora.nnnow.com   

TWILLY DʼHERMÈS 
Flaunting a bold, free-spirited, 

and fun vibe, this perfume 

features a playful hat-shaped 

topper with a hand-tied 

signature Hermès silk ribbon. 

The notes of this daringly 

spicy fragrance include ginger, 

tuberose, and sandalwood. 

`8,650; nykaa.com    

EROS BY VERSACE
Radiating sublime 

masculinity, the beautiful 

aquamarine bottle of this 

cologne has hints of gold 

and is inspired by the Art 

Deco movement. The 

fresh scent is refl ective 

of mint, Italian lemon zest, 

tonka beans, and intense 

cedarwood. 

`6,100; nykaa.com  
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ʼTIS THE TIME TO SHINE
Make every moment memorable by wrapping some glamour 

around your wrist with these exquisite watches.
By SIMRAN RASTOGI 

L U X E P I C K S WATCHES

Van Cleef & Arpels is many things, but never 

predictable. The Cosmos Secret is a light-hearted, 

youthful piece from the fl oral collection, which also 

includes the better known Heures Florales watch. 

A bloom of 18K white gold and diamonds, on a thin 

navy grosgrain or 18K rose gold bracelet, holds a 

secret inside. A hidden mechanism reveals the dial, 

which can just as easily be concealed. The Cosmos 

Secret pairs well with other Van Cleef jewellery, too, 

such as a brooch in the same design, making it the 

perfect piece to carry on a vacation. 

Price on request; vancleefarpels.com

VAN CLEEF & ARPELS  ̓COSMOS SECRET 

If youʼre looking for the highest level of craftsmanship, 

your search ends at Piaget. The Limelight Gala Precious 

is handcrafted from 18K white gold, including the 

painstakingly lightweight bracelet with its signature 

Palace Décor fi nish. The goldsmithing involved in the 

bracelet is inspired by metalworking that goes back 

centuries to chain-mail armour, while 20 diamonds and 

22 sapphires call the bezel home. At the centre of it all, 

a black opal dial occupies pride of place on your wrist 

(and heart!) Price on request; piaget.com

PIAGET LIMELIGHT GALA PRECIOUS 

Instantly recognisable as a Bvlgari with 

its serpentine form, the Serpenti is also 

the brandʼs most illustrious timepiece. 

Immortalised on the silver screen by 

Liz Taylorʼs Cleopatra and seen on Anne 

Hathaway and Sara Ali Khan, the Serpenti 

Tubogas rises above a mere timepiece 

into the only adornment you need to 

complete an ensemble. Available in 

multiple variations to suit any level of 

extroversion, our pick is the 18K rose-gold 

and stainless-steel bracelet and case, with 

brilliant diamonds in the bezel, and a full 

pavé dial. The embodiment of timeless 

elegance! `22.58 lakh; bulgari.com

BVLGARI SERPENTI TUBOGAS

Itʼs not often that a self-winding mechanical timepiece 

takes such a fi ne, feminine form. The Lady 8 Flower 

is a classic, with a twist. The push-button automaton 

movement triggers the blooming of a lotus fl ower, with 

petals in 18K red gold, revealing a 0.24-carat briolette 

diamond rotating at its centre, before it closes back up. 

Elsewhere, the red-gold case is set with 114 diamonds for 

a total of 1.4 carats, with an engraved mother-of-pearl dial. 

While other variations of this timepiece speak louder, this 

model whispers its grace oh-so eff ortlessly. We approve! 

Price on request; jaquet-droz.com

JAQUET DROZ LADY 8 FLOWER

For Her
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 A total of 228 baguette-cut 

diamonds amounting to 11.6 

carats and 13 sapphire minute-

markers set in the platinum case 

make the Grand Complications 

one of the rarest, most sought after 

timepieces in the Patek line-up. With 

an estimated price tag that runs into the 

millions, this one is a truly valuable investment. If you do 

manage to get your hands on one, youʼll join the highly 

limited ranks of owners that include the likes of Hollywood 

star Mark Wahlberg. Price on request; patek.com

PATEK PHILIPPE 
5374/300P GRAND 
COMPLICATIONS

For Him

Often touted as the everyday luxury sports 

watch brand—if such a thing exists!— this is 

one Hublot that plays to its strengths better 

than most. Where else in the luxury watch world 

will you fi nd a diamond-paved bezel, stainless-

steel case, in-house movement, and a utilitarian 

rubber strap in one comprehensive timepiece? 

Hublot were the fi rst to do it, and the Big Bang 

Steel Diamonds is all the better for it. Packing 

serious ice in the 114 diamonds totalling 1.18 

carats in the bezel, the signature six H-shaped 

titanium screws make this timepiece the 

defi nition of rugged luxury. 

`12.85 lakh; hublot.com

HUBLOT BIG BANG 
STEEL DIAMONDS

A slimmer, wrist-friendly take on Omegaʼs most famous 

chronograph, the Speedmaster, the 38 picks up where the 

previous Reduced models left off . To really set your choice 

of Speedy apart, make the bold decision of going with the 

brilliant diamond-paved model, sitting on a classic alligator-

leather strap. A hardy 316L stainless-steel case makes no 

compromises in usability, while the brushed grey dial, with 

oval sub-dials and date window, tweak the formula just enough 

to catch—and hold—attention. For all the Speedmaster fans 

out there, this is one for the ages. 

Price on request; omegawatches.com

OMEGA SPEEDMASTER 38 CO-AXIAL

L U X E P I C K S WATCHES
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Dance the night away! 
OF THE HOTTEST MUSIC FESTIVALS IN INDIA TO RAISE THE MERCURY IN THE COLD MONTHS!

S U I T C A S E

Echoes of Earth, Bengaluru
Known as ̒ Indiaʼs Greenest Music 
Festival,̓ this December event 
promotes the planetʼs preservation 
and spreads a message of 
sustainability. Apart from a stellar 
line-up of over 40 artistes, its 
infrastructure boasts recycled media 
and a solar-powered stage. 

Sunburn, Goa 
A popular music festival, this high-octane event usually takes 
place in December and is dedicated to the genre of EDM 
(Electronic Dance Music). It hosts over 100 international and 
local acts, and features thrilling laser and SFX eff ects! 

VH1 Supersonic, Pune 
Held annually in February, 

this ̒ lifestyle and music 
festival  ̓showcases the 

biggest names in genres 
like rock, indie, reggae, and 

techno. Donʼt miss the food 
stalls and fl ea markets in 

between the performances.

Magnetic Fields Festival, Rajasthan 
Come December and the small town of Alsisar pulsates with an 
eclectic vibe as this contemporary music and arts festival takes 
centre stage with house and techno music showcases. It also 
hosts folk melody events celebrating the stateʼs cultural ethos.
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Calling itself the ̒ Happiest 
Music Festival in India,̓ this 
multi-genre event takes 
place in November against 
the backdrop of the Khasi 
Hills. It hosts a mix of 
established and emerging 
global artistes, as well as 
stand-up comics. 

A popular music festival, this high-octane event usually takes 

(Electronic Dance Music). It hosts over 100 international and (Electronic Dance Music). It hosts over 100 international and 

stalls and fl ea markets in 
between the performances.



in November 2022, India is scheduled 
to witness 32 lakh weddings between 
4 November and 14 December 2022, 
where an estimated `3.75 lakh crore 
is expected to be pumped into the 
market. Another report, published 
in The Mint in September, says the 
wedding industry is looking at a 200 
per cent growth post the pandemic 
slump. While promising, this still 
leaves much scope for growth given 
that a 2016 KPMG report titled 
‘Market Study of Online Matrimony 
and Marriage Services in India’ had 
estimated that the Indian wedding 
industry is worth about `3.68 trillion 

“WE HAVE SEEN A REVIVAL IN THE 
wedding segment, with demand 
surpassing pre-COVID levels from the 
third quarter onwards for this fiscal 
year! Our network of hotels positions 
us well to meet this demand,” says 
Parveen Chander Kumar, Executive 
Vice President, Sales and Marketing, 
IHCL, the parent company for Taj 
Hotels, known for their expansive 
wedding portfolio. The sentiment is 
shared by everyone in the wedding 
industry as this profitable segment 
picks up after a long, sluggish period. 

According to a report released by 
the Confederation of All India Traders 

with an annual growth of 25 to 30 per 
cent! The segment, largely considered 
recession free, suffered a huge setback 
in 2020 and 2021, but seems well on 
its way to recovery and the industry is 
looking at the peak season with hope. 
We speak to experts across the wedding 
industry to look at some of the top 
trends driving the festive occasion. 

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE DESTINATION
Deprived of travel for the past two 
years, Indians are venturing out with 
renewed vigour! And the demand for 
destination weddings is at an all-time 
high. While budget-friendly countries 

Woman in VR 
(virtual reality) 

glasses playing an 
AR (augmented 

reality) game.

THE BESPOKE  
INDIAN WEDDING!
As the wedding season takes off post the 
pandemic-driven hiatus, we explore the new 
trends making these special affairs smarter, 
slicker, and more personalised than ever before.
By ANUBHUTI KRISHNA

An Indian bride and groom share  
a treasured moment.
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all out in terms of numbers, scale, 
and budgets, and are accommodating 
everything else to get married at 
their favourite destinations,” informs 
Tina Tharwani, co-founder of Shaadi 
Squad, a boutique wedding planning 
firm. According to Tharwani, the 
budget for these weddings can be 
anywhere upwards of `1 crore; this 
year, however, it is expected to rise  
by 20 per cent given the increasing 
cost of travel and stay. 

in the Middle East and Southeast 
Asia find favour with the middle-
class, new and novel destinations are 
exciting the HNIs (High Net-worth 
Individuals). An Indian wedding in 
Monaco recently drew eyeballs for 
cordoning off the city square for the 
baraat (wedding procession), while 
another in Florence was all over social 
media for recreating the Parisian 
nightlife of the 1900s. “With the 
world opening up, people are going 

In India, the palaces in Rajasthan, 
beach resorts in Kerala and Goa, and 
luxury hotels across cities continue 
to draw weddings of all sizes. IHCL’s 
‘Timeless Weddings’ programme has 
seen a significant surge in destination 
weddings across Taj’s palaces, resorts, 
and city hotels, with banquet and 
outdoor spaces booked out for the 
season. The company has witnessed 
a growth of almost 48 per cent in 
H1 of 2022 in the wedding segment. 
According to a report published in 
Business Standard in November 2022, 
tariffs are up by a record 25 to 30 per 
cent over 2019-20 levels, and hotels 
across the country are booked out from 
October onwards.

The renewed desire for destination 
weddings is also marked by an uptick 
in eco-friendly nuptials. According to a 
2022 survey by The Knot, a US-based 
wedding planning company, 70 per 
cent of the couples interviewed stated 
that if they get married in 2022, they 
would opt for eco-friendly elements. 
“Grape County, a luxury eco-resort, 
is all about sustainability. We think 
weddings can be extravagant while 
still being environmentally conscious. 

Guests enjoy games and a picnic at a  
destination wedding organised by Shaadi Squad.

Elegant setting for  
a wedding event at  

Taj Palace, New Delhi. 

Charming, 
eco-friendly décor 
at a wedding at 
Grape County.
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We can now use green materials 
for everything, from invitations to 
cuisines and décor,” says Tejas Chavan, 
Managing Director, Green Spaces, the 
parent company of Grape County.

THE PERSONAL TOUCH
Indian weddings have traditionally 
always been big affairs, with multi-
event ceremonies extending across 
several nights and multiple venues. 
After a brief hiatus, this tradition is 
back but with a twist: Curated, bespoke 
experiences are on everyone’s wish list 
now. “There is a distinctive demand for 
intimate and personalised celebrations. 
Even with larger-than-life weddings, 
our clients are opting for high-end 
celebratory affairs, albeit with a select 
number of guests,” says Nayan Seth, 
General Manager, Taj Palace, New 
Delhi. According to Shivan Gupta, 
founder of Amaara Farms, a luxurious 
open space that hosts a large number 
of high-end weddings in the capital, 
the average size of a wedding is not 
expected to go beyond 500 guests 
this season. Until a few years ago, 

this number stood between 1,000 to 
1,200. “The intention,” adds Shivan, 
“is to make guest experiences more 
meaningful and not reduce cost.”

The desire for a ‘different’ 
wedding extends to fashion, too. 
Couples want coordinated looks 
for each event and are happy to 
allot a large chunk of the budget to 
clothes and jewellery. As Maninder 
Sethi, founder of Wedding Asia, a 
wedding-services platform, puts it, 
“While today’s bride knows what she 

wants, the grooms also have distinct 
demands for couture and jewellery.” 
According to designer Ashdeen 
Lilaowala, personalisation can range 
from creating a motif that signifies 
something special to the couple to 
including verses and poems on the 
bride and groom’s wedding ensemble.

DELECTABLE TASTES 
Couples, today, are increasingly 
prioritising well-crafted culinary 
experiences for their guests. The 

Luxuriously glamourous setting of a 
wedding event at Amaara Farms.

Luxuriously glamourous setting of a 
wedding event at Amaara Farms.

Personalised 
wedding 
gifting by 
Bombay 
Sweet Shop. 

demand for large spreads is declining 
and most people are looking at menus 
that are exciting, as well as wholesome. 
“The fascination with mile-long buffet 
tables has seen a dip. Clients now 
want smaller, more specialised menus,” 
informs Chef Ritu Dalmia, who caters 
some of the biggest weddings in India. 

Gifting Indian food items is also 
a large part of all related events. “We 
have seen a huge surge in the demand 
for our chocolate, mithai, and gift 
boxes in the past one month—from 
announcements and engagements to 
weddings and send-off gifts, people 
are opting for premium confectionary 
brands that resonate with them,” says 
Yash Bhanage, founder and COO of 
Bombay Sweet Shop. Their gifting sale 
currently stands at 20 per cent of total 
revenues and is expected to rise. 

AESTHETICALLY TECHNICAL 
Yet another segment that has become 
intensely bespoke is décor. Tech-décor 
involving LED tunnels, dynamic lights, 
interactive sets, and 3D mapping are 
the rage in larger venues. While subtle 
and elegant floral décor is preferred in 
indoor weddings. “The trend now is 
to have the space designed to match 
the overall design aesthetic of your 
wedding function, with each venue and 
every event being distinct from each 
other,” says Anuja Joshi, co-founder 
and CEO Interflora. “The décor market 

accounts for about 30 per cent of the 
wedding budget; of this 10 per cent 
is allocated just to floral décor. If we 
consider the aforementioned figures 
by KPMG, the floral decoration alone 
stands at `11,000 crore! And this year, 
it is expected to grow manifold.”

Of course, the modern-day soirée 
is incomplete without entertainment. 
And the latest in this segment is 
‘Wed-Tech’. Artists from across 
the world are now performing at 
Indian weddings, and everything 
from the sangeet to the jaimaala 
(garland exchange) is tech-enabled. 
“Our acts are smarter, shorter, and 
choreographed with kinetic lights, 
musical-beat mapping, holographic 
and laser acts… the list goes on,” 
informs Srishti Arya, founder of 
Happy Dancing Feet, a luxury 
wedding choreography company.  

Whatever be the case, one thing 
is clear: customers will continue 
to demand better, more innovative 
solutions from service providers, and 
the Indian wedding business will 
continue to thrive, despite all odds. TH
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Exquisite floral decorations by 
Interflora recreate a veritable 
garden within an event space. 

LED-light  
show at a wedding.
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Coworth Park, Ascot, UK 
A paradise for equestrian enthusiasts, 
this gorgeous country-house hotel, 
part of the Dorchester Collection, 
is set on a 240-acre private estate 
marked by an idyllic, old-world 
charm. In addition to being home 
to a full-fl edged stable with resident 
horses, the property welcomes guests 
and their horses and ponies for a 
unique ‘horsecation’. The stabling and 
feeding needs of these pets are taken 
care of by the hotel. And visitors 
can make the most of the glorious 
Berkshire countryside on guided tours 
or set out on self-guided adventures 
through the estate—past ponds, 
woodlands, and two international 
polo fi elds. After a day outdoors, 
these precious animal guests are 
treated to an indulgent equine sports 
massage. The Champagne Celebration 
Ride—an hour-long escape followed 
by a stop at The Bran for a glass 
of bubbling Veuve Clicquot and 

fantastic photo opportunities—adds a 
wonderful touch to a vacation here.
dorchestercollection.com

Le Bristol Paris, France
This luxurious Parisian outpost on 
Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré rolls 
out the red carpet for their four-legged 
guests with élan. Pets have long been 
an intrinsic part of this posh hotel. 
One of the property’s most revered, 
permanent residents is a feline by 
the name of Socrate—o� spring of 
the much-loved Birman cat Fa-raon, 
who lived here for 11 years. All guest 
animals are treated with utmost care 
and welcomed with bowls, customised 
meals, treats, and even a small rug 
embroidered with their names. Talk 
about tailored extravagance! And 
while the pets unwind, their human 
companions are free to explore the 
city’s highlights, many within easy 
distance. Residents who don’t wish 
to head out sans their pets can 

JET, PET, GO! 
Holidays are best enjoyed with loved ones, including your pets. So, gather your animal companions and head 

to any of these luxurious hotels to give them the pampering they deserve! 
By CHAITALI PATEL

Guests enjoying a ride 
on their horses through 
the pretty meadows at  
Coworth Park; Warm 
ambience of one of the 
charming rooms at 
Coworth Park, Ascot, UK. 

Pretty garden setting at 
Le Bristol Paris; Socrate 
relaxes on a bookshelf in 
Le Bristol Paris, France.
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make the most of all that’s on o� er 
in-house: a meal at the three-
Michelin-star restaurant Epicure or 
at the one-Michelin-star Brasserie; 
or simply luxuriate in the hotel’s 
serene garden. oetkercollection.com

Capella, Singapore
Up the ante on a tropical island 
escape by taking your pets on a breezy 
vacation to the Capella in Singapore. 

Located in the heart of Sentosa Island, 
this sprawling hotel fuses colonial 
elegance with world-class luxury, to 
be savoured by their visitors’ furry 
friends, too! Dogs, cats, hamsters, and 
rabbits, among others, are all allowed 
access to the verdant grounds, as well 
as direct entry to Palawan Beach. Avail 
the property’s ‘Pet Spa-cation’ package 
that includes a welcome pack from 
Addiction Pet Foods, featuring goodies 

made with the fi nest ingredients from 
New Zealand. Dogs and cats also get 
treated to a one-of-a-kind Petpawroni 
Ayurvedic spa session, using Japanese 
herbs that eliminate dead-skin cells, 
leaving their coats moisturised and 
fl u� y. Ultimate pet-friendly bliss!
capellahotels.com

The Chatwal, New York, USA
Treat your pets to a bite of the Big 
Apple with a stay at this stylish hotel in 
the heart of New York City’s Manhattan 
district. An ultra-modern, luxury hotel, 
it takes its four-legged guests very 
seriously. Some of the more indulgent 
services here include a treats menu, 
soft beds, a yellow NYC Cab plush toy, FR
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and a customised VIPet tag. What’s 
more, a pet wardrobe supervisor is 
on-hand to curate a personalised 
closet that includes a Chatwal-red pet 
jacket, booties, bow tie, and a neck 
bandana. So, let your pets strut their 
stu�  and truly paint the town red! 
thechatwalny.com 

Pullman New Delhi, India
Vacations packed with luxe fi ne 
tunings are even more enjoyable when 
your furry friends are given special 
care. And that’s what’s on o� er at this 
plush hotel, in the form of customised 
meals served on platters according to 
each pet’s liking. In addition, they are 
given a variety of gifts to enjoy—think 
drool-worthy boiled eggs, toys, and 
chewy bones. Animal companions also 
have ample space to run around in 
the guest’s room and the hotel’s open 
courtyard. The sta�  even organises 
special games for them on request. 
An on-call pet assistance service tends 
to the pets while guests step out to 
explore the city or unwind at the spa. 
pullmannewdelhi.com 

Expansive grounds of 
the Capella. Enjoying a 
ʻPet Spa-cation  ̓at the 
Capella, Singapore.

Pet enjoying a pampered 
life at The Chatwal; The 
glamorous exterior of 
The Chatwal, NY, USA.

Lounging on vacation at 
the Pullman; Spacious 
room for pets to play in at 
Pullman New Delhi, India.
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Embark on a luxurious journey laced with an exhilarating dose of adventure this holiday season!  
Our selection of engaging escapades offers you the chance to create memories of a lifetime  

with your friends or significant other. So, let’s get going! 
By CHANDREYI BANDYOPADHYAY

TREADING THRILLING  
TRAILS, TOGETHER!

of delightful experiences suited to a 
group of friends seeking an exciting 
getaway. Extending southward 
from the pretty spa town of Baden-
Baden, this picturesque haven has 
something for everyone. Quaint 
little towns, connected by pretty 
hill-crested roads that curve through 
awe-inspiring vistas, offer the perfect 
base for a scenic, comfortable stay. 
Once settled in, head out hiking or 
camping on shaded trails, explore 

Snow Rides in Antarctica
There’s a reason why this landmass 
is known as the ‘Last Continent’. 
Discovered after all the others, it 
remains an icy, ethereal mystery to 
the general population, with limited 
access to even scientists. Frankly, 
landing in Antarctica is a luxury 
in itself! What makes it even more 
exciting that it’s now possible to 
reach this timeless land via private 
jets from Cape Town (South Africa) 

the pulsating nightlife around the 
resort town of Baiersbronn, and 
drive through historic castle ruins 
via the wine country of Badische 
Weinstrasse. There’s also amazing 
Gothic architecture to be viewed in 
Freiburg, the thrill of Europa Park, 
Germany’s largest amusement park, 
the glacial Lake Titisee, and Triberg 
Waterfalls, one of the country’s 
highest plunge waterfalls. Blessed 
with a fairy-tale setting, the Black 

Forest truly encapsulates multiple 
holidays within a single vacation! All 
you need to do is get into a car and 
let the road lead you into bliss.  

Glamping in Botswana 
Couples can take a cue from Meghan 
Markle and Prince Harry, who chose 

and Punta Arenas (Chile), and via 
ships from New Zealand, Australia, 
and Argentina. Extreme experiences 
are not for the weak hearted, so 
it helps to have friends along as 
one steps out into an unknown 
world of iridescent caves and ice 
tunnels to uncover frozen secrets. 
Snowmobile rides, fat-bike (a two-
wheeler bike with oversized tyres) 
adventures, kayaking trips to spot 
whales and penguins, shivery dips 

in the Bransfield Strait off the coast 
of Deception Island, and a trek up 
the continent’s highest peak, Mount 
Vinson, all work together to create 
the ultimate travel tale sprinkled 
with magic from the South Pole! 

Hiking in Germany
A road trip through the Black Forest, 
a spectacular mountain range in 
the Baden-Württemberg region of 
southwest Germany, offers a clutch 

Vistara offers direct flights six times a week 
between Delhi and Frankfurt.

GETTING THERE

An adventure enthusiast kayaking 
through icebergs in Antarctica.

Cascading glory of 
Triberg Waterfalls,  
Black Forest, Germany.
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this landlocked African nation for 
one of their romantic getaways 
together. There’s something utterly 
fascinating about being in the heart 
of nature alongside your beloved—
with only the creatures of the forest 
and a verdantly rich landscape for 
company. Botswana has long been 
a sought-after choice for wildlife 
enthusiasts who love luxury. No 
wonder then that glamping is 
possibly one of the best ways to 
experience its natural wonders!  
As the name suggests, the activity  
is a fusion of glamour and camping, 
and, as such, offers up a plethora of 

indulgences and unique encounters. 
Sundowners in the wild, stays in 
gorgeous, luxurious tented camps, 
canoe safaris in the emerald plains  
of the UNESCO-listed Okavango 
Delta, microlight flights over the 
serpentine Chobe River, soaking 
in the sounds of nature on a bush 
dinner under the night sky, and  
hair-raising sightings of the ‘Big 5’ 
and other wildlife on a 4x4 safari 
drive through dense jungles—the 
pleasures here are simply endless. 
In fact, glamping here is nothing 
short of a perfect match made in 
honeymoon heaven! 

Kitesurfing in Fiji
A jewel amidst vast blue waters, 
this delightful destination allows 
couples or a gang of friends to let 
loose amongst the swells of the 
South Pacific Ocean. The Melanesian 
island-nation of Fiji—whose tropical 
environs have drawn celebrities like 
George Clooney and Oprah Winfrey 
in the past—boasts the gorgeous 
Taveuni Island, also known as the 
‘Garden Island of Fiji’ because of its 
lush forests and majestic waterfalls. 
While snorkelling, diving, and 
surfing in the cerulean waters here 
are a water baby’s dream, there’s 

another excursion that’s unmissable—
kitesurfing! This adrenaline-fuelled 
water sport involves riding an altered 
surfboard and using a kite to be 
propelled forward by sheer wind 
power. Pure exhilaration! Luxury 
catamarans transfer adventurers to 
the best spots from private resorts 
in the region, where deserted atolls, 
world-class surf breaks, and unlimited 
thrill await. This is a true-blue must-
do for lovers of holidays by the ocean. 

Trekking in Ladakh
The unreal gorges of the frozen 
Zanskar River call for an extreme 
winter trek with brave friends! With 
experiences that include walking on 
shimmering ice floors for days and 
gawking at breathtaking vistas of 
frozen waterfalls and mountains, the 
Chadar Trek—named so because of 
the frozen blanket-like form of the 
afore-mentioned river in winter—is 
a bucket list item for sure. A route 
spanning over 60 kilometres, best 
explored in January when the sheet 
of ice is at its thickest, beckons 
those who want to test their mettle 
for adventure. The multi-day route 
touches Leh, Gyalpo, Tibb Cave, the 
Naerak camp, and back, through 
treacherous yet stunning snow-capped 
trails. A homestay experience in one 
of the villages offers hot food and the 
warm hospitality of locals. Those who 
embark on this once-in-a-lifetime 
journey will encounter craggy valleys, 
lunar landscapes, and the most 
mesmerising scenery ever witnessed. 
As such, it is essential to protect 
this natural beauty by engaging in 
responsible tourism and taking care  
to maintain its pristine purity. 

FR
OM

 TO
P:

 R
as

to
 S

K/
Sh

ut
te

rs
to

ck

FR
OM

 TO
P:

 ch
in

gy
un

so
ng

/S
hu

tt
er

st
oc

k;
 lc

sw
ar

t/
Sh

ut
te

rs
to

ck

Vistara offers twice-weekly direct flights 
between Delhi and Leh during winters, and 
daily direct flights in summers.

GETTING THERE

A kite surfer soars  
above the waters around 

Namotu Island Resort, Fiji.  

Trekking along the  
frozen Zanskar River, 
Chadar Trek, Ladakh.

Tourists enjoying a sundowner at 
a luxury camp as elephants visit 
the local waterhole, Khwai Private 
Reserve, Botswana.
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6
S U I T C A S E FOOD TRAILS

AMSTERDAM IN 
Experience Dutch gezelligheid—a spirit of conviviality, cosiness, and fun—through the  

gastronomic landscape of Netherlands’ capital, a melting pot of cuisines from around the world. 
By SHIKHA SHAH

STROOPWAFELS
Originating in the 18th century in Gouda, a Dutch city, 
stroopwafels are chewy, caramel-oozing, wafer-thin discs with 
a distinct checked pattern. The traditional way to eat this sweet 
delight is to place it on top of a cup of steaming hot coffee, tea, or 
chocolate. As the waffle heats up, the syrup within melts, making 
the disc soft on one side and slightly crispy on the other. Yum! 

A stroll through Albert Cuypmarkt, in the hip De Pijp 
neighbourhood, unleashes the delicious aroma of these goodies, 
wafting through the air like a treat from the heavens. 
Try it at: The famed Rudi’s Original Stroopwafels. Don’t miss their 
cinnamon-spiced waffles, perfect with freshly brewed black coffee. 

KROKET 
A Dutch version of the classic French 
croquette, this crispy goodie is made of 
meat ragout (stew), seafood, cheese, and 
vegetables—all mashed, rolled, covered in 
breadcrumbs, and deep-fried until golden 
brown. Hugely popular, it’s found on the 
menus of several restaurants and snack 
bars in Amsterdam. Even McDonald’s 
has its own version—the McKroket! 
Kroket tastes best when paired with bread, 
mustard, pickled onions, and chilled beer.
Try it at: FEBO, a fast-food chain popular 
for its vending machines serving fresh 
kroket. No piece is older than 20 minutes! 

DISHES

Amsterdam may be renowned for its 
thriving nightlife, but its multicultural 
culinary scene deserves a standing ovation 
of its own. From vending machines packed 
with fresh, deep-fried Dutch snacks and 
market stands serving up delightful treats, 
to world cuisine served at beautiful canal-
side bars and cafés, this vibrant city is 
a veritable dream come true for a foodie. 
Check out our picks of the top six, not-to-be-
missed dishes and where to try them.
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RIJSTTAFEL 
A by-product of the Dutch colonisation of Indonesia, rijsttafel 
is two words—rijst (rice) and tafel (table)—stitched together. 
Essentially, it’s a feast comprising assorted small plates—from 
eight to 40—offering authentically Indonesian and flavourful 
meat preparations, vegetables, satay, spicy sambals, pickled 
dishes, tempeh, and steamed white rice. The concept of rijsttafel 
was invented by Dutch colonists to show off the culinary wealth 
of their colonial empire. Be sure to show up hungry for this one! 
Try it at: Toko Ramee, one of the oldest tokos (Indonesian eatery) 
in the city, or Sari Citra—both are on Ferdinand Bolstraat Street. 

HERRING 
This speciality fish is a signature snack 
among the Dutch and an acquired taste 
for the rest. It’s not uncommon to see 
tourists holding their noses as they walk 
past a haringkar (roadside herring cart). 
Traditionally, the fish is eaten by grabbing 
it by the tail, throwing one’s head back, and 
gently lowering it into the mouth. Today, it  
is often cut into bite-sized pieces, topped 
with diced onions, and sliced pickles, and 
served on a paper plate.
Try it at: Volendammer Vishandel J.C.M. Koning.

PATATJE OORLOG 
This delectable treat, known as ‘war fries’, are 
hand-cut chips, partly cooked before a second 
deep-fry gives them a golden colour and crisp 
texture—a tourist’s perfect companion during 
sightseeing jaunts! The fries come with an 
array of toppings: mayonnaise, peanut satay 
sauce, ketchup, and more. Why are they called 
‘war fries’? Because their chaotic look resembles 
a battlefield with different flavours at war with 
one another!  
Try it at: Sonny Falafel in the De Pijp district. 
Their Bombay Special sauce is a must-try!

THE FAMOUS VAN STAPELE COOKIE
Crumbly, warm, and gooey, this popular cookie is made 
of dark chocolate dough with a delicious white chocolate 
filling. Crisp on the outside, with a soft centre, the melt-
in-your-mouth cookie was born in 2013 in the kitchen 
of Vera van Stapele, who later opened a cosy cookie shop 
to share her invention with the world. Today, there is no 
dearth of people queuing up outside her shop for what 
is arguably the ‘best cookie in the city’! 
Try it at: Van Stapele Koekmakerij, located down a little 
cobbled alley off Spui Square.  

Fly to Amsterdam with Vistara’s codeshare partners British  
Airways, Lufthansa, and Swiss.

GETTING THERE
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Experience the magic of winter festivities at these charming Christmas markets from around the world.

YULETIDE THERAPY
CHRONICLES OF IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCES 

E S C A P E

WINTER WONDERS, 
BELGIUM 
Held in the city centre, from 
25 November to 1 January, 
this festival is a treasure 
trove of chalets, ice rinks, a 
Ferris wheel, wa�  es, and 
a whole lot of fun! 

WINTERFEST, HONG KONG  
Experience grand celebrations 
across this metropolis with its 
malls and restaurants playing 
gracious host. Head to 
Victoria Harbour to witness 
the ‘Symphony of Lights’ 
illuminating the skyline.

CHRISTKINDESMÄKIR, 
FRANCE  
Marking Strasbourg’s status as 
the ‘Capital of Christmas’, this 
quintessential Alsatian-style 
celebration features stunning 
illuminations, mulled wines, 
and gingerbread cookies.

CHRISTKINDLMARKET, USA 
Bringing German Christmas 
traditions to Chicago, this 
charming market o� ers potato 
pancakes, Bratwursts, roasted 
nuts, and German artefacts. 
Held from mid-November till 
Christmas Eve.  CL
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MERANO CHRISTMAS 
MARKET, ITALY    
From 25 November to 6 
January, this magical event, 
set along the scenic Passirio 
River, comes alive with 
musical concerts, children’s 
entertainment, and delicious 
apple strudel! The views 
of icy mountains in the 
backdrop add to the charm!
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Clockwise from far left: Deep-red sandstone 
cliffs of the majestic Ruby Canyon loom large by 
the Colorado River; picturesque skyline of Salt 
Lake City; wildflowers bloom against natural 
rock formations in Arches National Park.

WE LEFT AUTUMN BEHIND AND 
entered winter as we emerged at 
the other end of the tunnel; it 
was almost as if we had travelled 
through a space-time portal. The 
landscape of muted red canyons with 
bursts of cheery yellow foliage had 
metamorphosed into a blinding white 
scenery of rolling hills blanketed in 
soft layers of powdery snow. The blue, 
sun-dappled sky, too, seemed to have 
transformed into a moody, overcast 
one. The only thing that remained 

E S C A P E EXPLORE 

15 minutes from Downtown SLC. 
The mountains were covered in snow, 
and the scenery was reminiscent of a 
wintery fairy tale. Later, I had strolled 
through the scenic Sugar House Park 
and its eponymous neighbourhood 
with al fresco cafés, yoga studios, 
tattoo parlours, and boutique stores. 

Early next morning, I embarked 
on my fi ve-hour shuttle ride to the city 
of Moab, the adventure epicentre of 
Utah. Soon, we left the last vestiges of 
civilisation behind, and the landscape 
took on a drab, brooding look. I dozed 
o�  at some point and when I awoke 
and looked out the window, an audible 
gasp escaped my mouth. For a second 
I felt like I had boarded the shuttle—to 
Mars! The scene outside can only be 
described as other-worldly. Towering 
red rock formations rose majestically 
on either side of the road, some in the 
shape of high hills, others with a fl at 
top or mesa—set against a backdrop of 
the snow-capped La Sal Mountains. 

I was still awestruck as I entered 
the lobby of the chic Hoodoo Moab 
Hotel, and was greeted with a warm 
hug by Deep, who had fl own in to 
Moab’s tiny airport. “Wait till the gang 

THE ENCHANTING RED ROCKS
All the Westerns I had watched 
growing up couldn’t prepare me for 
what lay ahead, as I boarded the 
shuttle to Moab from Salt Lake City 
on a crisp autumn morning. As the 
capital of Utah, the latter had already 
left quite an impression on me the 
previous day with its friendly, laid-
back charm and beautiful mountains. 
I had spent my day driving up to Big 
Cottonwood Canyon, popular for its 
ski resorts and hiking trails—barely 

unchanged was the Colorado River, 
snaking its way through the terrain. 
Within the train, Deep and I sat with 
nary a care in the world, nursing 
the third Bloody Mary of the day in 
our hands, our gaze on the changing 
landscape whizzing past us outside 
the panoramic windows.

After keeping in touch through 
WhatsApp over the course of the 
pandemic, I found myself in the USA 
this October to meet an old friend. 
The reunion needed to be celebrated 

A REUNION IN THE 
AMERICAN WILD WEST
Two childhood friends rediscover and celebrate their bond while discovering 
extraordinary landscapes on a train journey through Utah and Colorado.
By SATARUPA PAUL

with something extraordinary. The 
Rocky Mountaineer, a Canadian rail-
tour company o� ering luxury train 
journeys through some of the most 
spectacular scenery in North America, 
came to the rescue. We opted for their 
2-day ‘Rockies to the Red Rocks’ 
route in the USA, which would take 
us through two unique destinations—
Utah and Colorado, or the heart of 
America’s Wild West!

“Do you remember the pond in 
our school compound? And the herd 

of elephants that’d come down there 
every afternoon for a bath?” I asked 
Deep, my friend of almost 30 years 
and counting. “Of course! And I also 
remember how the entire class would 
stare out the windows at the spectacle, 
until our teacher scolded us to get back 
to our lessons,” he laughed. I smiled 
fondly. “Did you ever imagine that, one 
day, we’d travel together through one 
of the remotest corners of a country 
halfway around the world?” I asked. 
“Not in a million years,” he replied.
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sees this photo. They’re going to be 
so J!” I said, as we clicked the first of 
many selfies of the trip. “You know 
you can say “jealous” like the ancient 
millennial you are, instead of trying 
to pass off for some cool Gen Z kid,” 
Deep teased, as always. I retorted with 
a punch to his arm. It was like no time 
had passed from when we last met. 
We had a lot of catching up to do but 
first decided on a stroll through the 
town, vibrant with restaurants, cafés, 
and shops, all brimming with an Old 
West charm. A guided tour took us to 
the breathtaking Arches National Park, 
with over 2,000 natural sandstone 
arches, soaring pinnacles, and giant 
boulders precariously balanced on one 
another. It was here that we caught the 
fiercest sunset of our lives that turned 
the sky all shades of crimson to mirror 
the red of the earth on which we stood.

The next day, we were driven to a 
makeshift railway platform outside of 
town. Here, the Rocky Mountaineer 
stood in all its royal blue-and-golden 
glory. A red carpet was rolled out, 
champagne served, and thus began 
the journey of a lifetime.

THE DREAMY, RUGGED ROCKIES
The ethereal beauty of the American 
Southwest was on full display as the 
train snaked through Utah and into 
Colorado. It was as if we had been 
transported to the sets of a Western; a 
cowboy could come by on his horse any 
minute, guns slinging, and a hat drawn 
low over his eyes. The visual conjured 
by the landscape was complemented by 
the animated commentary of our host, 
Michael, who narrated stories of (in)
famous cowboys, while pointing out 
landmarks along the way—the Henry 
Mountains, called the ‘Galapagos 
of Utah’ and home to 60 species 
of bees; the vibrant Ruby Canyon 
along the Utah-Colorado border; 
Grand Mesa, the world’s largest, flat-
topped mountain; and the town of 
Palisades, known for its vineyards and 
peach orchards. Soon, we neared our 
destination for the night—the resort 
town of Glenwood Springs.

Set amidst the Rocky Mountains, 
Glenwood Springs is saturated with 
must-visit places: the wildlife-rich 
Glenwood Canyon, the strikingly 
turquoise Hanging Lake, the ancient 
underground caves of Glenwood 
Caverns. Yet, it’s the public hot springs 
pool—the largest in the world—that 
is its biggest draw. Which is where 
we headed upon disembarking. The 
bone-chilling temperature outside had 
little effect on us as Deep and I sat 
neck-deep in the soothing hot spring 
water, with mist rising around us. Our 
conversations turned deeper as well, as 
we discussed life, work, relationships… 
In those moments, our bond, wherein 
we could share anything without 
worry of judgement, felt rejuvenated. 

The next day, we resumed our 
journey towards Denver. The now 

familiar faces of our co-passengers 
greeted us with warm smiles. Much 
banter was exchanged over breakfast 
and cocktails, as we ventured deeper 
into the Colorado Rockies and the 
landscape transformed into a winter 
wonderland. Today’s prime attractions 
were a town named ‘No Name Town’, 
another named ‘Partial’, and the 
Rocky Mountain National Park with 
the 14,000-feet-high Longs Peak. 
We spotted several wildlife here, too, 
including Pronghorn antelopes, bald 
eagles, and coyotes; the sight of beavers 
swimming in the Colorado River sent 
everyone into a tizzy of excited squeals. 

After lunch, Michael announced we 
would soon enter the Tunnel District, 
with 28 tunnels of varying lengths, 
beginning with the Moffat Tunnel, and 
ending with one just before Denver. A 
6.2-mile-long engineering marvel built 
under 4,000 feet of rock at a height 
of 9,200 metres above sea level, the 
Moffat Tunnel was especially exciting 
as it cuts right through the Continental 
Divide—the hydrological divide of the 
Americas, separating the river systems 
draining into the Pacific Ocean from 
those draining into the Atlantic Ocean.

The passengers burst into applause 
and raised a toast to a wonderful 
journey as we made it out through 
the last tunnel and chugged the last 
few miles towards Denver. Deep and I 
clinked our glasses for a private toast of 
our own—to celebrate a friendship that 
has endured through time, distance, 
and life events, with the hope that it 
grows in the years to come! 

Clockwise from far left: The scenic Spouting Rock waterfall at the Hanging Lake in Glenwood Springs; 
Breathtakingly stunning vista of Loch Vale in Rocky Mountain National Park; Autumn colours surround 
the Moffat Tunnel as it passes under the Continental Divide of the Colorado Rocky Mountains.

Fly to Salt Lake City with Vistara’s codeshare 
partners Air Canada and United Airlines.

GETTING THERE
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GLIDING IN A CANOPIED BOAT, ALONG
the tranquil Lake Pichola, awash with 
a golden glow under the rays of the 
setting sun, I gaze at the majestic City 
Palace, the forts rising in the distance, 
and the ghats lined by exquisite havelis. 
And I feel as if I’m part of an intricate 
Rajasthani miniature painting. I love 
cities on water. And Udaipur, with its 
beguiling landscape and rich history, 
wins my heart instantly. “Udaipur’s 
rulers understood the importance of 
water in an arid terrain, so they created 
artifi cial reservoirs. All the lakes here 
are interconnected,” explains our local 
guide Ram Bhai.

Located at the base of the Aravalli 
Mountain Range, Udaipur is India’s 
‘City of Lakes’. Founded by Maharana 
Udai Singh in 1553, it was the capital 
of the erstwhile Mewar Kingdom. 
There’s no better place to uncover all 
this history than at the magnifi cent 
City Palace. Set at the top of a hill, this 
grand structure is built in a medley of 
architectural styles, with an abundance 
of jharoka windows, towers, and 

eatery with panoramic views of Lake 
Pichola and Gangaur Ghat. As I enjoy 
my co� ee and falafel, I fi nd pleasure in 
watching people and life pass by.  

Next, I head to Saheliyon Ki Bari, 
the creation of King Sangram Singh 
II. My favourite place in town, this 
landscaped garden with lush lawns, 
lotus pools, pavilions, and fountains 
with sculpted birds, reminds me of 
a set from old, romantic Bollywood 
fi lms. Set along the picturesque Fateh 

Sagar Lake, the gardens are a pleasure 
to walk through. Interestingly, the rain 
fountains were imported from Great 
Britain to adorn this ‘pleasure garden’ 
for the princess and her companions. 

My tryst with history over, I stroll 
over to the Hathi Pol Market, near 
the City Palace, o� ering colourful 
bandhani and leheriya sarees, dupattas 
stacked like rainbows, lac bangles, 
embroidered juttis (type of shoes), 
and handcrafted bags. It’s a sensory 
experience as I browse through reams 
of glitzy material, bargain hard, and 
slowly fi ll my bags with small treasures.

With one guilty pleasure satiated, 
it’s time to focus on the next—food! 
A Rajasthani thali at the Traditional 
Khana Restaurant in Panchwati is a 
meal fi t for a queen! Uniformed waiters 
pile food onto my leaf plate, from soft 
rotis and di� erent kinds of chutneys, 
to kadhi (a gram-fl our curry), daal 
baati churma (a dough ball served with 
lentils), and gatte ki sabzi (gram fl our 
dumplings). The famous Rajasthani 
hospitality is in full force here as the 

waiters keep persuading me to try 
everything! For a more luxe experience, 
I recommend 1559 AD, a bistro lounge-
restaurant housed in a 100-year-old 
bungalow painted blue and named 
after the year the city was founded. 

Much later, when the e� ects of my 
amazing feast had worn o� , my guide 
and I set o�  for a drive up a steep road 
through a wildlife sanctuary to the 
19th-century Sajjan Garh Palace, or 
‘Monsoon Palace’. Nestled on Bansdara 
Peak, it featured as the villain’s lair in 
the James Bond movie, Octopussy! 
Given its striking location, the palace 
o� ers a bird’s eye view of the city as it 
shimmers with its fl amboyant palaces 
and forts, mirror-like lakes, rugged 
Aravalli mountains, and surrounding 
greenery. It’s this unforgettable view 
from the top that remains embedded 
in my memory long after my visit. 

cupolas. The triple-arched Tripolia Pol, 
its northern entry gate, is especially 
remarkable. As per legend, it is here 
that the maharajas were weighed 
in gold and silver, which was then 
distributed among the locals. 

The entire complex is essentially a 
conglomeration of palaces built over 
400 years, by 22 maharajas down 
the ages. As I walk through rambling 
courtyards, fl amboyant durbars, and 
terraced gardens, I imagine Rajasthani 
queens and their entourage in fi lmy 
veils and tinkling anklets passing 
through the same path, their laughter 
fi lling the air. The opulent interiors 
create a mesmerising visual feast of 
their own, with intricate mirror and 
marble work, alongside exquisite 
inlays and paintings. The mirrored 
walls and stained-glass windows of 
the Moti Mahal, the private residence 
of Maharana Karan Singh, refl ect 
sunlight like kaleidoscopic prisms. 
I am entranced by the artistry of the 
Kaanch Ki Burj—every inch of this 
chamber is covered in a mosaic of red 

and silver glass and mirrors. There’s 
an intense interplay of colours as light 
dances o�  the domed structure. 

The world outside seems strikingly 
di� erent as I leave the palace and 
make my way through the chaotic, 
serpentine lanes of the Old City. As 
monkeys clamber on electric wires and 
mopeds whizz past me, I walk down a 
labyrinthine lane with gra£  ti on walls, 
and walk up a narrow staircase to the 
Sun N Moon Restaurant, a terrace 

OF ROMANCE AND 
RESPLENDENT REGALIA 
Thereʼs an undeniable charm winding its way through Udaipur. Take a stroll through this 
historical city, known as the ̒ Venice of the East,̓ to experience the vibe that makes it so magical. 
By KALPANA SUNDER 

Clockwise from far left:
The Udaipur City Palace and Lake Pichola 
shimmer in a golden glow at sunset; Pretty 
gardens of Saheliyon Ki Bari; Traditional, colourful 
wares at a shop; Delectable Rajasthani thali with 
daal baati churma; The scenic Fateh Sagar Lake.

E S C A P E DESTINATION

Vistara off ers twice-daily direct fl ights to 
Udaipur from Delhi and Mumbai.

GETTING THERE
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UP, UP, AND AWAY!  
Vacations are an intrinsic part of the holiday season. Thereʼs something special about enjoying 

quality time with your loved ones amidst stunning locations around the world. Whether you prefer icy 
slopes, sunny beaches, or verdant expanses with that perfect nip in the air, choose from our curated 

selection of six gorgeous winter getaway destinations to make your dream vacation come true. 
BY AAKRITI JASWANT 

Aerial view of the winding Causeway 
Coastal Route, one of the most 

scenic roads in Europe.

Bali, Indonesia
Steeped in tropical beauty, this Indonesian island is a great escape for 
those seeking a relaxing winter sojourn. Known for its wellness off erings, 
it has many soothing spas and tranquil beaches, especially in Nusa Dua, 
a luxurious retreat town. Or visit the provinceʼs popular rice fi elds, like 
the famous Tegallalang terraces, near the small town of Ubud, with their 
undulating, emerald-green terrain, for soulful nourishment, harmony, 
and mesmerising vistas with inexpressible allure. 

Chiang Mai, Thailand
Ideal for those seeking a spiritual experience, this 
enchanting city is home to numerous Buddhist temples, 
each more inviting than the last—one of the most striking 
being the magnifi cent Wat Phra That Doi Suthep. This 
glistening golden stupa is perched atop a hill and reached by 
climbing more than 300 steps fl anked by intricately carved 
serpent statues. Truly a treat for the senses! 

London, UK 
A magical charm envelops this 
capital city during winter. From 
strolls through streets adorned 
with Yuletide lights to savouring 
delicious Christmas pudding 
and festive drinks at Borough 
market—London is a veritable 
winter haven delighting travellers 
of all age groups. A much-loved 
activity for the entire family is 
skating at the many outdoor 
ice-skating rinks that spring 
up around Londonʼs popular 
landmarks each winter, including 
at the Tower of London, the 
Natural History Museum, or 
the sprawling one at Hyde Park 
Winter Wonderland, the largest 
open-air ice rink in the UK. 
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Dolomites, Italy 
Famed for its alabaster beauty, this striking mountain range in 
northeast Italy is a renowned UNESCO World Heritage Site. Ideal 
for adventure, these captivating alpines are a hotbed for thrilling 
winter sports, such as sledging, snowboarding, and tobogganing. 
Enjoy skiing at the picturesque town of Cortina d’Ampezzo, in the 
heart of the mountains or visit the breathtaking Lake Braies, with its 
mesmerising views and crystal-clear waters.  

Marrakech, Morocco 
The Red City is a veritable paradise for 

shopping enthusiasts. Explore the forever 
bustling medina through its famous souks, 

where bright rays of the sun seep through its 
labyrinthine alleyways, and exotic souvenirs 
like aromatic spices, Arabian-style lanterns, 

Moroccan carpets, and more line the  
streets, taking a traveller back into the era  

of medieval charm and glory.  

Paris, France 
Always alive, always electric, the French capital 
is the ultimate winter holiday destination to 
experience the European Yuletide season. From 
the elaborately decorated trees along Champs-
Élysées to cosy corner stores, the City of Lights 
shimmers with sparkling illuminations, colourful 
window displays, and vibrant parades. The festive 
atmosphere is further heightened by the various 
marchés de Noël (Christmas markets) that pop 
up around Notre Dame or Tuileries Garden. 

E S C A P E COVER STORY
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AN INNER CALLING IS A POWERFUL 
feeling. It nudges an individual 
towards their life’s purpose. 
Santanu Mishra, an alumnus of 
IIM Ahmedabad and successful 
management and legal consultant, 
possibly felt driven by the same 
emotion. Disturbed by the social 
disparities evident around him, 
he was looking for ways to give 
back to society. And in 2002, he 
manifested his vision by establishing 
the Smile Foundation with a group 
of like-minded friends. “If we ever 
reimagine a kinder and better society, 
it begins at the corridor of individual 
goodness,” says Mishra.

Since its inception, the social 
development organisation has been 
working extensively in the areas of 
education, healthcare, livelihood, 
and women empowerment to bring 

midday meals in schools and creates 
awareness about the importance of 
nutrition among girls and women. 

Healthcare
The Smile Foundation also works 
actively to address gaps in healthcare 
in India and minimise medical 
expenses, with a special focus on 
maternal and child health. Their 
remarkable ‘Health Cannot Wait’ 
scheme boasts a mobile hospital 
programme delivering medical 
services at the doorstep of people 
in remote villages and urban 
slums. Diagnosis and treatment are 
provided at telemedicine centres 
through virtual conferencing with 
doctors and on-ground support by a 
team of paramedics. Commendably, 
last year, more than five lakh people 
benefitted from this programme!

offers educational services from  
pre-primary to senior secondary 
level, organises counselling sessions 
for parents, trains teachers, and even 
conducts routine health check-ups. 
Their ‘Shiksha Na Ruke’ (Education 
Should Not Stop) initiative helps 
children from difficult circumstances 
restart their education, while their 
‘Plate Half Full’ campaign provides 

 
Women Empowerment 
And last but not the least, Smile 
Foundation’s women empowerment 
scheme, ‘Swabhiman’ (Self Respect), 
aims at raising the self-esteem of 
women and girls through community 
practices. It employs the ‘4 S Model’: 
Seeking Healthcare as a Behaviour, 
Support for Education, Supporters 
through Male Involvement, and 
Sustaining Change in Communities. 
Even though a girl child comes into 
this world with as many dreams 
as a boy child, her path forward is 
often much more challenging. The 
‘She Can Fly’ initiative by the NGO 
is a special effort to empower girl 
children with education, nutrition, 
health, and self-confidence, so that 
they may live their lives to their 
fullest potential. 

A Catalyst For Change
Smile Foundation considers itself to 
be a catalyst, where true progress lies 
in the hands of civil society. It has, 
thus, adopted the principle of ‘Civic 
Driven Change’ to engage privileged 
masses and partner with community-
based organisations (CBOs), local 
governments, corporations, schools, 
and the media, to achieve its goals. 
Their unique ‘Child For Child’ (CFC) 
programme works with well-to-do 
children, who are sensitised to the 
struggles of their less privileged 
counterparts. Each year, nearly 900 
schools participate in this initiative. 

Moreover, they were recognised 
for their extensive works during the 
pandemic at the Healthcare Asia 
Awards 2022. 

Essentially, the organisation has 
benefitted the lives of more than  
15 lakh children and their families 
in over 2,000 villages and urban 
slums across 26 Indian states. 
Thanks to them, the future of social 
development in India looks bright. 
And that sure does make us smile! 

Livelihood
Taking on the challenge of widespread 
unemployment, the NGO’s successful 
‘Smile Twin E-learning Programme’ 
(STeP) is aimed at enabling India’s 
underprivileged youth earn a 
dignified livelihood. The ‘Tayyari Kal 
Ki’ (Ready for Tomorrow) initiative 
under this project provides basic skills 
including communication skills, use 
of computer applications, personality 
development,  industry visits, and 
hands-on training to the youth. 
Currently, training is provided in the 
healthcare, banking, and e-logistics 
sectors. Jyoti, one of STeP’s many 
beneficiaries, now works in a multi-
speciality hospital. “I got this job after 
a lot of struggle. Especially on my 
parents’ part. My greatest reward is  
to see a patient going back home  
with a smile.”  

about a beneficial change in society. 
To achieve this, they follow a ‘life-
cycle approach’ to development. 
For instance, the NGO strongly 
believes in the power of knowledge 
in bringing about social progress. 
However, a child’s education cannot 
take place in isolation. It’s only 
when the family, especially the 
mother, is empowered that holistic 
change can take place. In essence, a 
comprehensive approach is required 
for any lasting reform.    

Education
The NGO’s ‘Mission Education’ 
project aims to provide quality 
education to underprivileged 
children, especially girls, as well as 
kids who are victims of child labour, 
runaways, or have disabilities. As 
part of this initiative, the foundation 

BRINGING JOY 
TO THE WORLD!
For the last two decades, the Smile Foundation has worked 
tirelessly to uplift the underprivileged sections of our society. 
To date, the NGO has positively impacted the lives of 1.5 million 
children and their families in India. Read on to know more about 
their projects. By AAKRITI JASWANT

Youngsters undergoing skills 
training at a Smile Twin E-learning 
Programme centre.

C O M M U N I T Y SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Santanu Mishra, 
co-founder of the 

Smile Foundation.

Children from the 
Smile Foundation with 

the Vistara team.

Women gathered at an 
Entrepreneurship 
Development Training 
programme.

Vistara has been a long-standing 
partner of Smile Foundation, supporting 

several initiatives across areas of 
education and women empowerment. 

#RunwayToDreams
On JRD Tata’s 118th anniversary, Vistara 
paid tribute to the visionary by enabling 

the children of Smile Foundation 
to touch the skies and enjoy the 

experience of flying for the first time!

VISTARA CONNECT
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P R E S E N T I N G VISTARA CURATES

Picks of the Month...
VISTARA’S

BRINGING YOU THE BEST IN LUXURY, LIFESTYLE, 
AND HOSPITALITY

INDIA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (ITDC)
Pioneers in this specific sphere of business in India for over  
50 years, ITDC operates duty-free shops at 14 major seaports 
across the country through its business vertical Ashok 
International Trade Division (AITD). On offer here are a variety 
of popular beverages from around the world, an assortment of 
flavourful teas, and a vibrant collection of Indian handicrafts, 
among other delights. To provide an incredible shopping 
experience, these outlets are modelled on the latest designs 
and routinely offer promotions and discounts.  itdc.co.in

SERENDIPITY ARTS FESTIVAL
The fifth edition of this celebration— 
India’s largest multidisciplinary arts 
festival—will take place from 15 to 23 
December 2022. Set across multiple 
venues in Panjim, Goa, it will be helmed by 
an eminent panel that includes noted 
musicians Bickram Ghosh and Ehsaan 
Noorani, dancer Geeta Chandran, and 
others. Upholding values of sustainability 
and inclusivity, the grand affair aims at 
making the arts accessible to all. As such, 
the event will showcase over 120 musical, 
theatrical, visual arts, and dance 
performances and concerts. 
serendipityartsfestival.com 

ATMANTAN
A national award-winning centre, this pristine wellness 
clinic believes in the holistic amalgamation of atma (soul), 
mana (mind), and tann (body). Set in Pune, amid a scenic, 
lush landscape, the luxurious retreat delivers life-altering 
disease reversal transformations through special, 
doctor-prescribed healing programmes that provide 
preventive and curative solutions to chronic and lifestyle 
ailments. Their integrated wellness approach includes 
ayurveda, naturopathy, physiotherapy, oriental medicine, 
and yoga, among others.  atmantan.com 

CHARAGH DIN 
An established name in Indian 
menswear, Charagh Din recently 
introduced one of their most 
innovative lines of fashion clothing—
the boyfriend shirts! Aesthetically 
designed, these modern creations 
allow customers make the move 
towards gender inclusivity with much 
flair. Whether for a Sunday brunch or a 
movie plan, wear it as you like, as an 
outer layer, a shirt-dress, or more. 
You’ll always be stylishly cool! 
cdshirts.com 
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Do more of #WhatYouLove 
with Club Vistara Escapades!
Unlike most other frequent fl yer programmes, Club Vistara is a 
lifestyle plan that goes beyond the mere earn-and-burn proposition. 
And in line with its lifestyle focus, Club Vistara has launched its biggest 
engagement activity yet to help members celebrate their dreams—by 
bringing to them what they love through Club Vistara Escapades. 

Club Vistara Escapades o� ers all our members—from all tiers—
immersive experiential getaways tailored to create lifetime memories, 
and a chance to share them with the world through us. Our professional 
production crew accompanies the chosen members and captures 
their candid moments all through the experience. The content 
created through these experiences is then amplifi ed through Club 
Vistara’s brand channels for the world to see.

The fi rst set of these adventures—the Ladakh Overlanding Escapade 
and Everest Base Camp Escapade—was launched with call to entries 
from 12 to 20 October 2022. Our jury evaluated over 1,000 entries to 
choose two winners for each of the Escapades. The Ladakh event took 
place from 2 to 6 November 2022 and included a caravan-style road trip 
through the enchanted land of Leh-Ladakh for a true taste of nomadic 
journeys and a chance to camp under a million stars.

There’s more excitement in store with the upcoming Paradise 
Escapade, where winners will get the opportunity to embark on a journey 
to Meghalaya, the ‘Abode of Clouds’, and enjoy the wonders of nature! 

Club Vistara Escapades will be an ongoing activity and we look 
forward to planning many more such curated experiences for you. 
Be sure to stay tuned to the o�  cial Club Vistara Instagram handle, 
@Club.Vistara, for the next set of Escapades!  

“The Ladakhi views were the most beautiful 
I’ve seen, and I got to experience the luxurious 

life! The whole experience left me super 
emotional at the airport, but I knew I was 

taking home memories for a lifetime. Thank 
you, Club Vistara, for an ‘always close to my 

heart’ experience that I’ll never forget.”

“The Ladakhi views were the most beautiful 
I’ve seen, and I got to experience the luxurious 

life! The whole experience left me super 
emotional at the airport, but I knew I was 

“The Ladakhi views were the most beautiful 
I’ve seen, and I got to experience the luxurious 

life! The whole experience left me super 
emotional at the airport, but I knew I was 

“The caravan was super luxurious and well-
equipped with a comfortable bed and cosy 

bathroom. We were served tremendous food 
throughout the journey even in no man’s land! 
We enjoyed bonfi res and barbecues, as well. 

I’m glad that I’m a Club Vistara member, 
and I can’t thank them enough for this 

beautiful memory!”

MAMTA GANDHI

SAURABH DHAR
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T H E  L A S T  W O R D

ALL HAIL THE 
DESSERT QUEEN!

Chef Pooja Dhingra dishes out secrets of what’s on the dessert tables of 
celebrities and shares how she popularised French patisserie in India.  

By ANANYA BAHL

Tell us about discovering your 
passion for baking. 
At the age of six, I saw my aunt convert 
simple ingredients into something 
magical while baking brownies—and 
I was hooked! After school, I moved 
to Switzerland to study hospitality 
and then to Paris to study Pastry at Le 
Cordon Bleu. It was here that I tried a 
macaron for the first time, and knew at 
once I had to bring it home.

An important takeaway from your 
time in Paris? 
I assisted chocolatier Jean-Charles 
Rochoux for three months, and saw 
the discipline and passion it takes to  
be a pastry chef and entrepreneur.  
I’ll always carry that with me. 

How was Le15 Patisserie born? 
Le15 is named after the 15th district in 
Paris, where I lived and went to school. 
This was such a pivotal experience for 
me because that’s when I fell in love 
with pastry, and that’s what the name 
captures. There were no standalone 
stores that catered to French patisserie 
in India at the time. I sensed a gap in 
the market and went for it!
 
What’s been your biggest learning 
until now?
It’s imperative to understand the 
importance of finances, consistent time 
management, and putting processes 
in place early on. I avoid getting 
overwhelmed by breaking down the 
larger picture into smaller tasks.

Your ‘happy go-to’ food item? 
Chocolate! 

Any interesting requests for cakes 
you’ve received from celebrities? 
Most of them love our classics. Some 
of the more elaborate cakes we’ve 
done have been for Alia Bhatt and 
Ranbir Kapoor’s wedding, as well as for 
designer Arpita Khan’s nuptials. 

Can you give tell us about what 
you created for Sonam and Rhea 
Kapoor’s recent Diwali bash? 
We whipped up a chocolate 
buttercream cake—it’s one of Rhea’s 
favourite desserts. Also on the menu 
were sticky toffee pudding, brownie 
bites, a keto mousse, as well as some 
mini tarts—pecan, banoffee, and 
lemon blueberry.

Tips for a perfect party menu.
I always like to include a combination 
of flavours and textures. I (obviously) 
love having macarons as part of 
any menu, but also like to include 
cupcakes, tarts, and petits fours.
 
Advice for young chefs starting out? 
Be patient and persistent—things take 
time to build! 

Favourite destinations on your 
travel list?
Travel inspires me greatly. In 2018, 
after a visit to Japan during the cherry 
blossom season, I came back and 
introduced a line of teas at the Le15 
Café. A trip to New York also inspired a 
whole new cheesecake menu at Le15! 

What’s next for Pooja Dhingra? 
I have a new cookbook for kids coming 
out soon. I’ve had so much fun testing 
it and understanding the dynamics 
of how kids are in the kitchen, as well 
as their likes and dislikes. I’m excited 
about Le 15’s Christmas Menu, and I’m 
also working on the third season of my 
podcast, NoSugarCoat! FR
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Think Kitchens,
Think Hettich Fittings & Accessories.

www.hettich.com | 1800 209 2096

Design Ideas 

Get inspired with innovative ideas of what your kitchen furniture should look like with Hettich fittings technology. 
Choose from a wide range of modular kitchen fittings & accessories to make your kitchen smart and space-efficient.

Look no further! Think Hettich! Visit our Application Centre for contemporary kitchen design ideas.

Application Centres
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